Genocide-Torture
Archive & Museum Newsletter
www.genocidemuseumbd.org , www.facebook.com/genocidemuseumbd

Wednesday, 30 April 2021, 17 Boishakh 1428(bn), No 6 $20

Genocide District Survey: The History is Changing
Let us think about the
statistics! According to the
books on the Liberation
War, the highest number
of genocidal sites, mass
killing sites, mass graves,
and torture centers was 905
across the country. But the
completion of a districtbased survey on only
28 districts, the number
mounts to 13854. What
will be the ultimate result
after the completion in 64
districts?
Yet, we are still debating
on the casualties of the
genocide after fifty years of
its occurrence!
One of the prime features
of the Liberation War
was genocide and torture.
General Niazi, one of
the masterminds of the
genocide, commented on
the horrors of March 25:
the killings and violence of
Operation Searchlight had
surpassed even the brutality
of Genghis Khan. Another
mastermind, Tikka Khan,
said: I want the land, not
the people. Rao Farman Ali
wrote in his diary that the
greenery of Bengal should

be turned red in blood.
Niazi-Tikka-Farman and
their local collaborators
took the responsibility to
make the green land of
Bengal red. They wanted
to extinguish the flame of
nationalism in Bengal with
blood and brutality.
During the nine-month-long
period, the Pakistani Army
and their collaborators
attacked almost every
village of Bangladesh.
They established a reign
of killing and torture all
over the country. There
are numerous mass killing
sites, mass graves, torture
centers all over the country
as a testimony of the
brutality of the Pakistani
forces. But the history of
sigh and grief seems to
be subdued over the joy
of victory. The history of
genocide, its casualties,
and memories became the
subject of debate.
‘1971: Genocide-Torture
Archives and Museum’,
the only genocide museum
in South Asia, started its
journey solely focusing
on genocidal events and

relentlessly
working
on various platforms to
represent and preserve the
history of the genocide.
Publishing
GenocideIndex, detailed analysis of
specific genocidal events,
and conducting districtbased surveys are the
most notable activities.
It is hoped that the
campaign will change the
conventional interpretation
of the genocide of 1971.
The numerical debate over
the 1971 genocide is very
prevalent. But it is to be
cleared the Museum did
not conduct this survey
to deal with this debate.
The survey explored the
intensity, nature, and extent
of the genocide. It has
exposed the whole range
of genocide, from cities
to villages, from center to
periphery.
One of the main features of
the survey is the number, but
this is not our intention at
all. The survey emphasizes
genocidal events, mass
killing fields, mass graves,
and torture centers. Already
mentioned, according to

the best previous books,
the highest number of
genocidal events, mass
killing fields, mass graves,
and torture centers was
905. But the survey
exclusively provides us a
different scenario, which
is much more intense than
preceding statistics.
The second feature of our
survey is the involvement
of
well-trained
local
researchers. The Genocide
Museum
first
trained
the new researchers at
the district level. For
example, 101 researchers
were trained in Dinajpur
initially. Later these trained
researchers took part in
field research in this region
along with Dinajpur. They
go from village to village to
collect the unknown history
of 1971.
The third important feature
is the research methodology.
Fourthly, the gathered
data and information are
re-examined thoroughly.
Fifthly, the study identifies
genocide-mass killing sites,
mass graves, and torture
centers across the country.
The mass killing fields,
genocides, and the history

of the mass graves are in
the process to be listed.
Next, come two steps that
are taken based on the
survey. The first step is to
attempt and the initiative
to preserve the memory of
the mass killing field and
mass graves. Already more
than 70 memorials have
been erected in different
districts.
The second step is
launching a digital map
based on the survey. Using
GPS genocidal sites, mass
killing sites and mass
graves are identified and
digitalized. This attempt is
closely related to the project
of Digital Bangladesh.
This
survey
is
a
documentary proof of
the brutality and torture
perpetrated by the Pakistani
Army in 1971. It highlights
the intensity of the
genocide of 1971 as well as
the history of brutality.
The survey highlights the
narratives of marginalized
people as it emphasizes oral
history. For the first time in
the history of Bangladesh,
victims
are
speaking
on their own. Their

voices should be heard!
Contrasting the history
of military heroism, it is
a history of marginalized
peoples; it is a history of
misery too!
This survey will show some
precise results:
1. Genocidal sites, mass
killing
fields,
mass
graves, and torture centers
across the country will be
identified.
2. Through this survey,
a partial list of names of
freedom fighters as well as
victims can be estimated.
3. A list of districtbased
anti-Liberation
War
supporters
and
collaborators
will
be
known.
The
survey
of
28
districts has already been
completed. Despite the
many limitations, many
have expressed surprise
at the results of these 28
district surveys. The results
of our 28 district surveys
are providing below.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Remarks on Genocide Museum
My heart and mind felt heavy visiting the 1971:
Genocide Achieve and Museum today.
It has set a rare example to present the worst genocide of the history of the world to the new generation in such a way.
I hope our future generation will build a non-communal, socialist, a country of equal rights remembering this history of sacrifice and blood it had shed.
All the best.
Nasiruddin Yousuff
3/1/2017

Nasiruddin Yousuff, Filmmaker and Freedom Fighter visited
the Genocide Museum.
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Exhibition of Genocide Museum

Editorial
Today the world is
struggling to cope with
the second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic. The
pandemic situation of
Bangladesh is also getting
worse gradually. In the
meantime, we have started
to lose our family, relatives,
and friends. Recently,
we have lost our beloved
Professor Shamsuzzaman,
honorary advisor of the
Genocide Museum, due
to the Covid-19. We have
also lost one of our friends
Jayeeta
Bhattacharya,
a
renowned
Indian
researcher who attended
one of our webinars
on 25th March. We are
publishing the current
issue of the Newsletter
commemorating the loss of
our beloved friends. They
will remain in our hearts
forever through their work.
The feature article of the
Newsletter focuses district
survey conducted by the
Genocide Museum. The
survey of genocide, mass
grave, and mass killing
fields is conducted across
the country. The result
might end the debate on

the casualties of the 1971
genocide.
In the regular section,
the survey of the Barisal
district, Kaliganj genocide
has been discussed. The
Holodomor genocide has
been discussed in the world
genocide section. The book
review section contains
‘Gonohotta
Jadughor
Rastro Rajniti O Adhipotto’
written
by
Muntassir
Mamoon.
There is a special section
which contains the remarks
of a participant from the
training course. She shared
her experiences and views
on the training course.
The world is going through
a very critical period, and
yet there is no light at the
end of the tunnel. The
situation in neighboring
India is getting worse,
which signals, as experts
also fear, a terrible time
waiting for us. Surely, we
will overcome the situation.
Let us follow the hygiene
rules, maintain physical
distance, and increase
social cohesion.

list of Books Published from the Genocide Museum
www.facebook.com/genocidemuseumbd

Genocide Torture Index Books
1. Irin Ahmed, Sohagpur Genocide, May 2017
2. Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Nathpara and Abdurpara
Genocide, September 2017
3. Satyajit Ray Majumder, Bajua Genocide, September
2017
4. Haimanti Shukla Kaberi, Biraldah Genocide, September
2017
5. Shahidul Islam Khandaker, Chhuti Kha Dighi Genocide,
September 2017
6. Azrin Afrin, Kewar Genocide, September 2017
7. Shankar Mallick, Jhaudanga Genocide, September 2017
8. Sushmita Das, Baraitala Genocide, September 2017
9. Divyendu Deep, Malakartola Genocide, September 2017
10. Mukta Akhter, Gosairchar Genocide, September 2017
				
Genocide-Mass Killing Field and Mass Grave Survey
Book
1. Suma Karmakar, Genocide-Mass Killing Field and Mass
Grave Survey: Natore District, February 2018
2. Rehana Parveen, Genocide-Mass Killing Field and Mass
Grave Survey: Bhola District, February 2017
3. Fahima Khatun, Genocide-Mass Killing Field and Mass
Grave Survey: Satkhira District, February 20
**Continuing

From Archive

The corpse of the martyrs intellectuals killed by the Pakistani Army are
being taken for burial before the surrender of the Pakistani Army.

The skull of a martyr in the Balahar Genocide in Dinajpur
There was a Pakistani
army camp at Balahar
of Ghoraghat Upazila in
Dinajpur Many people
were captured and brought
in this place to torture, and
they were killed here.
The
Pakistani
Army
killed the largest number
of people here on July
22, 1971, at 11 a.m. on
Thursday. The Pakistani
patrol captured about 125
people at noon and they
tied up the captivated
people kept them in the
schoolroom and a tin shade
room of a goldsmith next
door. Some of them were
physically abused someone
and the women got raped in
the schoolroom. Many were
slaughtered on the bank of
a pond next to the present
madrasa. This continues till
late night by an appointed
executioner of the Pakistani
Army.
The
women
were
imprisoned in different
bunkers and houses, first
raped, and later they were

killed. The people from
the Hindu community were
the main victim of this
genocide on that day.
All these people were
from Raniganj, Palsa,
Gopalpur, Panka village,
and Ghoraghat.

The skull of the martyr
was preserved by the
headmaster of Balahar
High School as a symbol of
the Balahar genocide.
The skull was donated by
Balahar Di-Mukhi High
School
and
Dinajpur
District
Administration

to the Genocide Museum
as an effort of presenting
the accurate history of the
Liberation War. The skull
was handed over to the
Museum on 11 November
2019 with the help of
the
Dinajpur
District
Administration.

The skull of the martyr found in a mass grave at Bolahar Di-Mukhi High School in
Ghoraghat Upazila.

On the Memory of
			Professor Shamsuzzaman Khan
Professor Shamsuzzaman Khan (1940-2021) was a multidimensional personality. At once he was an educator,
organizer, administrator, editor, essayist, writer, and
political thinker.
After completing his formal education, he joined
Haraganga College in Munshiganj as a teacher in 1964.
Later he taught at Jagannath College, Dhaka from 1964
to 1968. In 1968, he joined the East Pakistan Agricultural
University in Mymensingh as a Senior Lecturer in the
Bangla Department. When he was promoted to the post
of Assistant Professor there, he left the job and joined the
Bangla Academy in 1973 as Deputy Director. Until 1981,
he was the Deputy Director of the Bangla Academy. From
1981 to 1996, he was the director of the Bangla Academy.
During his tenure as the Director of the Bangla Academy,
his organizational, administrative and intellectual identity
became apparent.
He became the Director-General of Bangla Academy in
2009. He held that post for three terms till 2018. Later he
was made president of the academy.
He was also the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Bangladesh National Museum and the Director-General
of the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy and the National
Museum.
He was the Professor of Bangabandhu Chair at Islamic
University, Kushtia, and a member of the Syndicate of
Dhaka University. The number of books written and
edited by folk art researcher Shamsuzzaman is more
than a hundred. Among all these Folklore Chorcha
Bangabondhur Rastrocinta O Bortoman Bangladesh,
Bangabondhur Sathe Alap O Onnano Prosongo,
Muktobuddhi, Dhormonirepekkhota O Somokal, Bangalir
Bohuttobadi Lokmonisha, Mir Mosharraf Hossain: Notun
Totthe Notun Vasshe, Srizonvuboner Alokito
Manushera, Rongorosher Golpo
Somogra, Kishor Rochona
Somogra, Bangladesher Utshab,
Bangla Shon O Panjika, Folklore
Chinta, etc. He edited the
Bangladesher Lokoj Shankriti
Granthamala in 64 volumes
of 64 districts and the Bangladesher Folklore Shangroshala in
114 volumes.
He received the Bangla
Academy Literary Award in

2001 in recognition of his literary work. After receiving
the Ekushey Padak Award in 2009, he received the highest
state honor, Swadhinata Puroskar in 2017.
He was associated with the Genocide Museum from the
beginning. He was a valuable member of the Genocide
Museum advisor, M-Lee. Also, a regular instructor of
training courses conducted by the Genocide Museum.
Recently, he has participated as a commemorative speaker
at the Sixth Martyrs Memorial Lecture titled ‘Bangabandhu
and Bangladesh’ organized by the Genocide Museum on
12 December 2020.
Last year, after the death of the first president of the Bangla
Academy, National Professor Anisuzzaman, he took
over the presidency of the Bangla Academy. He worked
regularly as the president of the Bangla Academy risking
his life amid the spread of COVID-19 all over the world.
He was very active and responsible in his personal life.
That is why he was not seen to be wrapped up in extreme
circumstances. But sadly, he failed to survive from COVID.
He died on 14 April 2021, while undergoing treatment.
His demise has left us in deep grief, destitute and intense
desolation. We had always needed such a multivariate
intellectual personality like him for a prolonged time.
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Genocide Across the World
The Holodomor Genocide

Kaliganj Genocide

The mark of torture and
attack of the Pakistani army
during the nine months of
the Liberation War has been
evident in every corner of
the country; that memory of
horror still haunts us. The
Kaliganj genocide is one of
the genocides perpetrated
in the Liberation War.
Kaliganj is a place in
Jaldhaka
Upazila
of
Nilphamari Zilla in the
present Rangpur division.
The victims of the Kaliganj
genocide are mainly from
the three major areas
of the majority Hindu
community in the Balaganj
Union - West Balagram,
Chawrabari, and Salogram.
The largest genocide near
the Kaliganj Bridge took
place on April 27, 1971. On
that day, the Pakistan Army
killed about 300 men and
women.
In late April, Nilphamari
came under Pakistani
control; people fled the
country and were killed
by the Pakistani forces.
Two days before the start
of the genocide on March
25, 1971; on March 23,
the genocide started at
Syedpur in Nilphamari,
which spread like wildfire
throughout the district. The
Pakistani forces and their
allies first exploited the
communal divisions among
the people. They widely
preach that the Awami
League and the Hindu
community are the enemies
of this country, so are to
be killed. Confused by this
propaganda, the Muslim
masses first take part in
this communal attack.
Gradually, the oppression
of the pro-Pakistani people
reached its climax at the
beginning of April. At
one point, the common
public, tortured by their
oppression, began to seek

From library

refuge in neighboring
India.
At 11 a.m. on Tuesday, April
27, 1971, the Pakistani
forces attacked a group
of refugees leaving the
country for India. They first
blocked the group of the
refugees near the Kaliganj
Bridge and started shouting
in Urdu and Punjabi. The
refugees were divided into
three groups at gunpoint
- women and children in
the first, adults and men
in the second, and young
in the third. The group of
youths was brought to a
hole on the north side of
the road and were killed.
The elderly and men, who
were part of the second
group, were then brought
to the Water Development
Board’s canal and killed
there.
The children were brutally
killed and the women were
handcuffed and taken away
in army jeeps, and they
were never found again.
Dilip Kumar, a 56-year-old
resident of West Balagram,
was an eighth-grader in
1971 and also used to treat
the injured as a village
doctor. According to his
account of the genocide, the
Pakistani forces has looted
and burned about 300
houses in West Balagram,
Chawrabari, and Salogram
Hindupara in Jaldhakar.
Not only that, they forcibly
converted many Hindu
families, including Dilip
Kumar’s
father-in-law
Upendranath and Sio Nitai
Shaheer’s family.
The
victims of the genocide on
April 27 were buried in a
hole.

Holodomor
is
an
exceptional event in the
history of the world’s
genocide. From World
War II to 1971, the pattern
of genocide was the same
in Bangladesh or Bosnia,
Rwanda, Cambodia, or
Vietnam. The powerful
group
is
forced
to
annihilate another group
or community. And the
Holocaust genocide was
an attempt to annihilate
an indigenous race by
creating a natural famine.
That is why it is also called
Feminine Genocide. But
there is debate as to whether
it should be called genocide,
which I discussed in detail
in the article. However,
this famine was created
by Stalin to suppress the

That’s
why
Raphael
Lemkin, the first user of
the word genocide, called
it “a classic example of the
genocide”
The meaning of the word
Holodomor
The
Ukrainian
word
Holodomor means the death
of starvation or hunger. It is
a combination of these two
Ukrainian words.
Holod
which
means
(starvation, hunger). Nor
means death or love.
Originally from the word
Moryey Holdom after the
expression of the word
means death (To implicit
death by hunger by
starvation).
The term Holodomor was

Photograph: The crowds of people in Ukraine for food,
Ukraine
independence movement in first used in Ukrainian
Ukraine. During the famine, publications
published
even when the people of in the 1930s. Perhaps
Ukraine began to eat their the term was first used
meat because of hunger, in Czechoslovakia. In
the Soviet administration December 1987, on the
refused foreign aid. They seventieth anniversary of
blockaded Ukraine that the Republic, Volodymyr
the people cannot escape. Shcherbytsky, the first
They
confiscated
the secretary of the Central
wealth of the people and Committee
of
the
made them face death. The Communist
Party
of
deliberate policy adopted Ukraine, first used the term
by the Soviet government Holodomor in Ukraine.
is the cause of this famine, The meaning of the word
so historians do not see it Holodomor is specified in
as just a famine but as a the 2004 Ukrainian Modern
genocide. The people of Language Dictionary.
Ukraine believe that the ‘Artificial
hunger,
Stalin government made organized on a vast scale
this famine to suppress a criminal regime againstbya
the rebellious farmers of country’s population.’
Ukraine… the Kremlin
government acquired huge Duration
quantities of food. The The
period
of
the
Communist Party attacked Holodomor
Genocide
was
and looted everywhere the 1932-33, although it has a
places where the farmers background. Stalin’s policy
resisted. Karpenko said, of social ownership of
‘The brigades took all the agriculture led to a famine
wheat, barley, everything
so we have nothing left.’
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Books on Holodomor Genocide

Anne Applebaum, Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine, 1921-1933, Doubleday, 2017
Miron Dolot, Execution by Hunger: The Hidden Holocaust, W. W. Norton & Company; 1987
Timothy Snyder, Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin, Basic Books; 2012
Robert Conquest, The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the Terror-Famine;
Oxford University Press; 1987
5. Norman M. Naimark; Stalin’s Genocides; Princeton University Press, 2010
1.
2.
3.
4.

District Survey of Genocide Museum
Genocide-Mass Killing Field and Mass
Grave Survey: Barisal District

The Pakistani invaders
perpetrated genocide in
major cities of the country.
Starting on the night of 25th
March 1971, it gradually
spread all over the country.
The people of Barisal made
all possible arrangements
to resist the Pakistani
forces. On 26 March, the
freedom fighters formed the
‘Swadhin Bangla Advisory
Council’ in Barisal and
set up its secretariat in a
government girls’ school.
Pakistani forces captured
Barisal on 25th April after
gaining strength. Facing
resistance, they started
genocide to this day. The
people of Barisal were
able to resist Barisal till
25th April. During the 9
months of the Liberation
War, the Pakistani forces
carried out brutal genocide
and torture in 10 Upazilas
of Barisal district. There
are innumerable mass
killing fields and mass
graves in the entire district
witnessing the genocide.
The book ‘Genocide-Mass
Killing Field and Mass
Grave Survey: Barisal
District’ has been prepared
from the research center on
Genocide-Torture that took
place in Barisal district
in 1971. The author of
the book is an associate
professor of history at
the National University,
Moniruzzaman Shaheen.
The history of Barisal
during
the
war
of
liberation is opulent. The
multidimensional events
of the Liberation War
made that history more
distinctive. But the full
picture of the genocide,
mass killing fields, and
mass graves in Barisal is
not available. According to
popular belief, there are 08
mass killing fields and mass
graves in Barisal district,
but after field research, the
author has given a total of
306 examples of genocide
in the present text. The
study details 240genocides,
20 mass killing fields, 23
mass graves, and 23 torture
centers. These genocides
in Barisal were not limited
only to genocide. At the
same time, they have
committed crimes against

humanity, looting, rape,
torture, and arson. And
their local allies Razakars,
Biharis, Peace Committees,
and
anti-independence
groups have aided in this
work.
Eyewitnesses
of
the
genocide,
survivors,
relatives, interviews of
freedom fighters, families
of the martyrs and, field
surveys have provided
various information on
the ‘Genocide-Torture’ of
the Pakistani aggressors
in 1971. In addition to
discussing the patterns
of each genocide based
on Upazila and union,
the author paints a
comparative picture of the
previous concept with the
information obtained in the
present study.
Most of the mass killing
fields in riverine Barisal
were adjacent to water. The
bodies have rotted in the
water and thrown in the
rivers -canals have floated
away. The bodies of the
martyrs were not within the
reach of their relatives. For
this reason, the names and
identities of the martyrs
are not available for a long
time. Besides, most of the
graves of the martyrs of
here have been erased in
the riverbed. Even then,
the author has attached an
incomplete list of Upazilabased martyrs in this book
by mentioning the places of
mass graves.
Barisal is a land of rivers
and canals, so there is
hardly any memorial of
the genocides, mass killing
fields, and mass graves
during the Liberation War.
To know the objective
history of the Liberation
War and the atrocities of
the Pakistani forces, it
is necessary to know the
complete history of these
genocides. To compose the
fact of the Liberation War,
it is necessary to present the
details of genocide, mass
killing fields, a mass grave,
and torture and to prepare a
written commentary on it..
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The Holodomor
Genocide
FROM PAGE 3
in Ukraine in the spring
of 1932. It lasted till July
1933. The severity of the
famine affected Ukraine
the most from February to
July 1933.
How many people died in
the genocide?
There
is
controversy
over the exact number of
Ukrainians killed in the
genocide. For the first
time in 1986, a largescale
academic
study
was conducted on this
genocide.
Researcher
Robert Conquest estimated
that about five million
Ukrainians died in the
genocide.
In
recent
years,
anthropologists have used
various statistics to show
that at least 4.5 million
people were killed in the
planned genocide in 193234.

No 6
The horrors genocide was
the most horrific of the
May-July in 1933. The
famine turned into an
extreme at this time. An
average of 28,000 people
died every day in June. In
just three months, from

A striving mother holding
her child. USSR, 1933
May to July 1933, two
million people died of
starvation.
However, the death toll fro
the Ukrainian genocide is

estimated at 7-10 million.
However, researchers did
not find enough evidence
for this number. Historian
Timoye Cider says that the
genocide killed 3.3 million
people. The Holodomor
Genocide Museum claims
on its website that the
genocide killed 7 million
people in Ukraine alone. It
was forbidden to record the
death toll during the Soviet
regime. For those who died
of starvation, there was a
ban on recording ‘hunger’
as the cause of death.
The tendency to deny
the Holodomor genocide
is very active. Many
countries, especially many
friendly states/individuals
in Russia have referred to
it as ‘Big lie propaganda’.
But gradually the situation
has changed. On November
28, 2006, the Ukrainian
government passed a law
identifying the Holodomor
famine as a genocide
against the Ukrainian
people.

Genocide District Survey: The History is Changing
FROM PAGE 1
Nilphamari:
Genocide: 11
Mass Killing Field: 37
Mass Grave: 17
Torture Center: 20
Total: 85
Bogra:
Genocide: 45
Mass Killing Field: 33
Mass Grave: 20
Torture Center: 41
Total: 139
Natore:
Genocide: 63
Mass Killing Field: 18
Mass Grave: 22
Torture Center: 04
Total: 107
Kurigram:
Genocide:15
Mass Killing Field: 15
Mass Grave: 12
Torture Center: 42
Total: 84
Pabna:
Genocide: 75
Mass Killing Field: 26
Mass Grave: 12
Torture Center: 13
Total: 126

Rajshahi:
Genocide: 127
Mass Killing Field: 9

Mass Grave: 26
Torture Center: more than
100
Total: 262
Satkhira:
Genocide:15
Mass Killing Field: 11
Mass Grave: 8
Torture Center: 7
Total: 41
Narayanganj:
Genocide: 209
Mass Killing Field: 23
Mass Grave: 10
Torture Center: 46
Total: 288
Bhola:
Genocide: 37
Mass Killing Field: 5
Mass Grave: 17
Torture Center: 15
Total: 74
Khulna:
Genocide: 1155
Mass Killing Field: 27
Mass Grave: 7
Torture Center: 32
Total: 1221
Gaibandha:
Genocide: 136
Mass Killing Field: 9
Mass Grave: 10
Torture Center: 8
Total: 163

Total: 161
Panchagarh:
Genocide: 649
Mass Killing Field: 4
Mass Grave: 17
Torture Center: 23
Total: 693
Moulvibazar:
Genocide: 317
Mass Killing Field: 26
Mass Grave: 15
Torture Center: 18
Total: 37
Jessore:
Genocide: 589
Mass Killing Field: 39
Mass Grave: 33
Torture Center: 36
Total: 697
Lalmonirhat:
Genocide: 562
Mass Killing Field: 18
Mass Grave: 8
Torture Center: 13
Total: 601

It was later recognized as a
genocide by 16 countries,
including
Australia,
Canada, Bosnia, Hungary,
Poland, Paraguay, Peru,
Portugal, the Vatican,
and the United States.
The European Union has
declared it a “Terrible
Crime against Humanity.”
In 2003, at the UN General
Assembly session, it was
named as the National
tragedy for the Ukrainian
people.
This genocide changed the
history of Ukraine forever.
The famine not only killed
the common citizens of
Ukraine but also aimed at
creating fear and upon the
ruler.
The Holodomor Museum
was built to commemorate
the genocide, presents
some logic for recognizing
the famine as genocide.
Among all these were
3456
documents/
instructions signed by
Stalin, testimonies of 1730
eyewitness victims, and

many mass graves and
mass killing sites. Many
documents are kept in
other foreign diplomatic
missions;
audio-visual
records are notable.
Speaking of Holodomors’s
miserable memories, Ms.
Karpenko said, “In the
beginning, we used to
eat something like bread
with a little salt and water
or a green leaf or weedlike vegetable.” Karpenko
recalled that one day his
mother went to a town 15
kilometers away to fetch
food, where She sold gold
earrings and necklaces to
collect 2 kg of flour. The
bread made with it was
solid and grassy.
Even
then,
Karpenko
survived facing many
obstacles. But most of
the people of his village
Matskivtsi died silently.
Karpenko said, “There
was a deathly silence” This
silence is the waiting of
imminent death.
Village after village was

desolated by famine. “Twothirds of my seats became
vacant
when
schools
started after the famine,”
Karpenko recalled. In the
city that was once known
as the world’s granary,
there was a procession of
corpses of starving people
to death.
To commemorate the 193233 famine in Ukraine,
Holodomor was established
in 2008 on the occasion of
the 75th anniversary of the
Holodomor, The Memorial
in commemoration of the
Holodomor-Genocide in
Ukraine. The museum was
built on Mount Pechark on
the banks of the Dnieper
River in Kyiv. In 2010,
it became the National
Museum
of
Ukraine,
renamed the National
Museum of the Holodomor
– Genocide.

Total: 1857

Mass Killing Field: 16
Mass Grave: 76
Torture Center: 23
Total: 660

Muntassir Mamoon said:
‘The work of this survey
was difficult. Because
there was no model in front
of us, little money, lack
of interested people. We
tried to get the job done
with little resources. The
biggest obstacle is the loss
of memory. Many do not
remember what happened
so many years ago, many
of those who witnessed are
not among us anymore.’

Dinajpur:
Genocide: 1726
Mass Killing Field: 32
Mass Grave: 34
Torture Center: 65
Total: 1857
Munshiganj:
Genocide: 145
Mass Killing Field: 7
Mass Grave: 65
Torture Center: 17
Total: 234
Thakurgaon:
Genocide: 409
Mass Killing Field: 13
Mass Grave: 14
Torture Center: 11
Total: 447

Jamalpur:
Genocide: 192
Mass Killing Field:22
Mass Grave: 21
Torture Center: 21
Total: 268
Narail:
Genocide: 149
Mass Killing Field: 3
Mass Grave: 5
Torture Center: 5

Dinajpur:
Genocide: 1726
Mass Killing Field: 32
Mass Grave: 34
Torture Center: 65

Naogaon:
Genocide: 1600
Mass Killing Field: 51
Mass Grave: 18
Torture Center: 154
Total: 1823
Information in 20 districts
found earlier:
Genocide: 5121
Mass Killing Field: 404
Mass Grave: 502
Torture Center: 547
Total: 6574
According
to
the
preliminary survey of 28
districts so far, we are
getting:
Genocide: 11356
Mass Killing Field: 654
Mass Grave: 846
Torture Center: 998
Total: 13854

Brahmanbaria:
Genocide: 343
Mass Killing Field: 35
Mass Grave: 180
Torture Center: 92
Total: 650
Cox’s Bazar:
Genocide: 195
Mass Killing Field: 20
Mass Grave: 29
Torture Center: 23
Total: 267
Barishal:
Genocide: 240
Mass Killing Field: 20
Mass Grave: 23
Torture Center: 23
Total: 306

Gazipur:
Genocide: 592
Mass Killing Field: 29
Mass Grave: 23
Torture Center: 28
Total: 772

Chapainawabganj:
Genocide: 512
Mass Killing Field: 11
Mass Grave: 51
Torture Center: 30
Total: 608

The
above-mentioned
question can be considered
again: what will be the
total number after the
survey?
Perhaps,
the
number of martyrs could
exceed three million. It is
to be noted, total casualties
should include the deaths
in the refugee camps. This
might end the ‘popular’
debate on the genocide of
Bangladesh.

Tangail:
Genocide: 545

However,
there
are
limitations to this work. Dr.

Chittagong:
Genocide: 609
Mass Killing Field: 95
Mass Grave: 62
Torture Center: 88
Total: 848

Author: Dr. Chowdhury
Shahid Kader
Trustee Secretary
1971: Genocide-Torture
Achieve and Museum

This
is
micro-level
research. It is clear from the
table above that the district
survey sheds light on the
history ofa ‘suppression’
of 1971. This highlights the
extent of the brutality of the
Pakistani Army. The results
will undermine all the prior
assumptions.
History is not only to
be collected, it has to be
preserved, propagated, and
practiced.
Although the participation
of Bengali irrespective
of their classes was
acknowledged, their voices
were absent in large. This
attempt of the Genocide
Museum
provides
a
comprehensive
picture
of the participation of all
classes. Thus everyone
will be able to establish a
direct relationship with the
Liberation War, regardless
of class, religion, caste or
creed.
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List of the Bangladesh Genocide
S.L
Name						
Date
237.
Mithapukur Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 		
19 April
238.
Dhapdhup Genocide; Boda, Panchagarh 			
23 April
239.
Boda Rajar Dhighi Paar Genocide; Boda, Panchagarh 25 April
240.
Machandpur Genocide; Kalia, Narail 			
at the end of
								April
241.
Fakirganj Bazar Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 		
in the last
								week of April
242.
Rampur Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
243.
Nayanpur Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
244.
Shibandpur Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
245.
Patna Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
246.
Brahman Patna Genocide; Naragati, Narail 		
2 May
247.
Tona Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
248.
Putimari Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
249.
Pakuria Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
250.
Panipara Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
251.
Jayanagar Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
2 May
252.
Narayanpur Genocide; Sadar, Narail 			
8 May
253.
Pakhimara and Sachiadah Genocide; Naragati, Narail
14 May
254.
Boda Bus Stand Genocide; Panchagarh 			
14 May
255.
Itna Moddha Para Genocide; Lohagarh, Narail 		
15 May
256.
Amorkhana Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 		
17 May
257.
Itna Genocide; Lohagarh, Narail 			
23 May
258.
Radhanagar Genocide; Atowari, Panchagarh 		
27 May
259.
Lohagarh Bazar Genocide; Lohagarha, Narail 		
in early May
260.
Gajirhaat Genocide, Kalia, Narail, 			
May
261.
Parghat Genocide; Debiganj, Panchagarh 		
2 June
262.
Sukati Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 			
3 June
263.
Santir Haat Genocide; Debiganj, Panchagarh 		
6 June
264.
Moynapara Kheyaghat Genocide; Naragati, Narail
in June
265.
Wapda Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 			
in June
266.
Binchupur Genocide; Kalia, Narail 			
12 July
267.
Tularampur Genocide; Sadar, Narail 			
17 July
268.
Mirgarh Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 			
24 July
269.
Dangirhat Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 		
6 August
270.
Bardia Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
13 August
271.
Kalabaria Genocide; Naragati, Narail 			
13 August
272.
Maijpara Genocide; Sadar, Narail 			
19 August
273.
Dangapara Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 		
August
274.
Dangirhat Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 		
3 September
275.
Duipara Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 			
10 September
276.
Marwa Bazar Genocide; Boda, Panchagarh
25 and 27 September
277.
Menkapara Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 		
2 November
278.
Dandiardighi Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 		
7 November
279.
Balrampur Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 		
10 November
280.
Dangirhat Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 		
17 November
281.
Toriya Genocide; Atwari, Panchagarh 			
17 November
282.
Harivasa Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 			
17 November
283.
Langalgaon Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 		
26 November
284.
Kaliaganj Panidubi Genocide; Boda, Panchagarh
6 December
285.
NN High School Genocide; Debiganj, Panchagarh
9 December
286.
Diagari Genocide; Debiganj, Panchagarh in 		
November
287.
Loipara Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh 			
1st week of
								Jaistha month
288.
Jaburduyari Genocide; Sadar, Panchagarh
in the last week of
							Baishakh
* Continuing
***List Made by Genocide Museum.

PGT Training Course and My Feelings
We
have
not
seen
Bangabandhu, but have
seen his immortal creation
‘Bangladesh’. We might
not
have
experienced
the Liberation War, but
listen to the experience of
freedom fighters. Despite
having the interest, we were
not able to know much
about the history of the
Liberation War, genocide,
and torture due to various
structural reasons. But the
Post-Graduation Training
(PGT) course has fulfilled
our desire. We doubt if
such an event would have
been possible to organize
without the leadership of
Molla Amir Hossein Sir,
Chairman of the Board
of Secondary and Higher
Secondary
Education
Jessore. Since he is the
president of my college, I
have had the opportunity
to participate in this course
and write on the suburbs at
his behest, and have been
able to be at the forefront
of success with his intense
inspiration. I am thankful
for his efforts; I have been
able to make the most of
the opportunity possible as
it is a training venue within
reach.
I have a long-cherished
wish to work on genocide
and torture in the suburbs,
but the opportunity has
not come. I feel blessed to
be able to take advantage
of this opportunity. If
I could not take part in
such a training course, my
wish might have remained
unfulfilled.
The course was inaugurated
on 11 December 2020 and
ended on 9 January 2021.
The inaugural session was
chaired by Professor Dr.
Muntassir Mamoon, one
of the leading intellectuals
and historians of our time.
I have heard of him and
read his books, but never
had the chance to meet
him personally. I was
overwhelmed to hear him
speaking in a few more
sessions, including the
first day. The presence of
Kazi Nabil Ahmed MP
and State Minister Babu
Swapan Bhattacharya MP,
two people’s leaders at the
inauguration and closing

ceremonies respectively,
has further awakened the
minds of the trainees.
Top to bottom, the whole
journey was resourceful.
We have been honored to
have the country’s eminent
teachers as instructors,
the valiant heroes of the
Liberation War, prominent
journalists, researchers, and
filmmakers in this monthlong training program.
There are those who have
enriched the history of
Bangladesh through their
researches on genocide
and the Liberation War and
also fought directly on the
battlefield. Listening to
them was a great experience
for me.
Professor Dr. Muntassir
Mamoon, who unveiled a
new horizon in the study on
the history of the Liberation
War
by
relentlessly
collecting the unknown and
lost data of the liberation
war,
was
the
great
protagonist of this training.
We became enriched by
his rich discussions and
words. Besides Shahriar
Kabir,
Dr.
Harun-UrRashid, artist Hashem
Khan, Lt. Colonel (Retd.)
Quazi Sajjad Ali Zahir Bir
Pratik took our classes. A
clear non-partisan view on
war and resistance, joint
command, surrender, and
Bangabandhu’s returning to
the country were projected
before our eyes.
Everyone was fascinated by
the discussion of Professor
Mollah Amir Hossen Sir
on the contribution of
the students, teachers,
and people of different
professions
in
the
Liberation War, Hindu
persecution,
emigration,
and the practice of local
history. We were in the
complete dark about such
an incident. I am grateful

to Dr. Md. Mahbubur
Rahman, Dr. Mohammad
Fayek
Uzzaman,
Mr.
Nasir Uddin Yusuf, Mr.
Fouzul Azim, Mr. Asad
Mannan, Dr. Syed Anwar
Hossain, Dr. Chowdhury
Shahid Kader, Dr. Ahmed
Sharif, Mr. Tapan Palit, Mr.
Shamsuddin Chowdhury
Manik,
Dr.
Murshida
Binte Rahman, and Mr.
Mamun Siddiqui Sir from
the bottom of my heart
for providing me a chance
to become a researcher. I
have found many rare and
unknown books on the
Liberation war from them,
which will surely lift my
motivation to work more.
There was a study tour as a
part of the program which
allowed us to visit the
Padma Bridge. I also got the
opportunity to get to know
the respected colleagues
of various educational
institutions which certainly
influenced my arena of
knowledge. Going on
ferries, coupons, going
through a beautiful cultural
evening; everything was
such a nice experience
After
completing
the
training, I dedicated myself
to writing and submitting
research papers. When I
went to study the genocide
in Jessore, I met people
who cried and became
emotional
remembering
and describing the pain of
losing their relatives even
after 50 years. I too have
become one of them, felt
their pain, tears, which
was completely a new
experience in my life. Then
the awakened conscience
in my mind repeatedly
showered hatred towards
the Pakistani army and
their native allies. I think
this course has given me
the responsibility to do
more in the future. I intend
to continue this pace.
*Parveen Khatun
Assistant Teacher
Jessore Board of
Education Government
Model School and
College, Jessore

Part of the trainees visiting the Genocide Museum
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More than a Travelogue
Chowdhury Shahid Kader

‘Genocide Museum, State,
Politics and Hegemony’
is a travel story written
by Professor Muntassir
Mamoon, but a closer look
will reveal that the book is
more than a travelogue.
Travel usually means
roaming around some of
the beautiful or historical
places around the world.
This
travelogue,
by
Professor
Muntassir
Mamoon, also begins
with Khulna in southern
Bangladesh, followed by
Berlin, Kyiv, Sarajevo,
Krakow, Hanover, Vienna,
Washington, and finally
Phnom Penh.
However, it is ‘dark
tourism’ that differentiates
this travelogue from a
general travelogue. The
book focuses on the dark
memories of history. The
subject of dark tourism
is a comparatively recent
phenomenon.
Visiting
historical sites related to
death and suffering is called
Dark Tourism or Black
Tourism. Probably, this
is the first book on Dark
Tourism written in Bengali.
Muntassir Mamoon had
a very keen interest in
travel literature, and also
in traveling since his
childhood. Reading and
writing short travel stories
was one of his hobbies. He
also writes extensively on
traveling. It might be said,
his literature depicts the
vision of a tourist.
Muntassir Mamoon has
gained
popularity
by
writing history in very
ordinary language. Some
claimed that his language
and rhetoric are not
consistent with the language
of research, rather it’s a
language of tales. Perhaps
this (in)competence has
become one of the biggest
stimuli in his life. By
composing history and
political commentary in
ordinary language, he has
attracted the general reader.
In this context, a comment
by Professor Monirul Islam
Khan of Dhaka University
seems to be justified:
He never followed the
conventional
style
in
writing. His style is
extraordinary.
Reading this book reminded
me
of
Rabindranath
Tagore’s
assessment
of
Sanjeev
Chandra
Chattopadhyay, the author
of Palamou, the first travel
story in Bengali literature.
The author has reminisced
about an evening in
Sarajevo, Bosnia in this
book. He went to the
antique shop of Parviz in
Bravdajiluk with the newly
acquainted Jalko Zivkovic.
He wrote,
The owner of the Store
is an old lady named

Salma. Jalko said, Salma’s
husband was his friend, so
does Salma. Even his wife
was also a friend of Salma.
It can be called a couple
within friends. Salma’s
husband and his [Jalkor’s]
wife were killed in the
war. Salma has a daughter.
Mother and daughter have
run this shop. He helps
her as much as he can as
a friend. Whatever Jalko
said, I have seen and
known enough in life to
know a mere friendship or
a friendship tied with the
strings of the heart. What
happens in all countries,
has happened in Bosnia
too. Many have lost their
lives. Many couples have
lost their mates. When
peace returns, when life
begins, they see that there
is no one to rely on. At this
phrase such a relationship
has created, I know Jalko
and Salma will not get
married. Staying separate,
but will silently love; their
love is only loud between
the two of them. What’s
wrong? This is life.
The book begins with the
story of the construction of
a museum led by the author.
The reader may wonder,
what has the state, politics,
or hegemony got to do with
building a museum?
This is not an ordinary
museum, but a specialized
museum.
Muntassir
Mamoon
took
the
initiative of establishing
a genocide museum and
after struggling for several
years, it came into being.
The museum, focusing on
the horrific genocide in
Bangladesh in 1971, started
its journey in 2014.
The activities of this
museum were started in a
two-room rented house.
From there, receiving the
favor of our Hon’ble Prime
Minister he was able to get
a land allotment including
a house. Then formed the
board of trustees, started
a new museum, and took
projects from the Ministry
of Culture. In the first
chapter, he describes the
experience of a different
kind of struggle, about
seven years in the middle.
The author writes about
that experience,
The Genocide Museum
is
gaining
popularity
and familiar. But we
have also experienced
much humiliation from
bureaucrats: deputy or joint
secretary.
In
addition
to
the
construction
of
the
museum, the first chapter
also describes the work
being done on various
platforms to preserve the
history of the genocide
centered on the museum.
With our limited capacity,

we have installed about 50
plaques in those places.
And our experience is that
the marginalized people
have been inspired by it.
People are stopping to look
and read the writing on the
plaque. We have put up a
plaque in front of Khulna
Circuit House. It mentions
the torture center and
the killings at the Circuit
House in 1971. The then
DC mildly objected when
it was installed. But we
didn’t care. One morning
I saw a rickshaw puller
stopping a rickshaw and
reading the text. He looked
at me and said, ‘What
happened here?’ We know
nothing about it. I came to
know reading from this. On
March 25, on the day of the
genocide, tributes are paid.
Thus, the present is adding
with history, with the past.
Although it is a travel
story, the first chapter is
essentially a description of
the author’s experience in
establishing a museum, the
obstacles of bureaucracy,
state, and politics. It also
talks about how to work
in third world countries
like ours. There are details
on how to overcome the
obstacles. This is the
history of the establishing
Genocide Museums.
The
most
fascinating
chapter in the book is the
‘Museums in Berlin’, the
experience of visiting
the museum in Berlin,
the meeting with the
poet Daud Haider, and
the description of the
Boutique hotel. The first to
be described in the Berlin
Museum is the Memorial
to the Murdered Zoo or
Holocaust Memorial tour
experience. When a history

professor writes about a
museum travel experience,
it is no longer a travel story.
It became a history lesson.
In the description of the
Holocaust Memorial, the
memories of the Second
World War, the analysis of
the various monuments of
the underground museum
came up naturally.
Then comes the description
or history of the Jewish
Museum trip. The next
destination in Berlin was
the Anne Frank Museum.
This chapter contains a
detailed description of the
Alice Uber Ann Museum
of Rosenthal Stars.
The Berlin Story Museum
or Banker Museum is the
author’s last visit to Berlin.
Interestingly, I have a
special relationship with
this book. The readers
will find me again and
again after reading the
book. From the beginning
of the construction of the
museum, I have witnessed
the amount of diligence
and labor he has given in
the construction of this
museum. We have visited
Khulna about 130 times
because of this museum.
From Berlin to Kyiv,
Warsaw, or Phnom Penh,
my
teacher
Professor
Muntassir
Mamoon
travelogue, the reader will
find me again and again.
Professor Mamoon wrote:
Chowdhury Shahid Kader
was with me every single
day for the last seven years
in building the Khulna
Genocide-Torture Archive
and Museum.
Or Shahid searched on
the internet and found a
museum on Anne Frank.
...talking about the bunker
museum. Shahid mentioned

it to me.
Visiting the Holodomor
Genocide Museum in Kyiv,
in the capital of Ukraine,
the history of Holodomor,
the background of the
genocide are discussed in
the chapter of ‘Museum of
Kyiv and Holodomor’.
‘Evening in Sarajevo’ is an
experience of visiting two
museums in Sarajevo, the
capital of Bosnia, as well
as a captivating description
of the quiet-white city of
Sarajevo. In particular,
the history of the Sarajevo
Museum of Crimes Against
Humanity and Genocide
and the War Childhood
Museum will enable the
reader to learn not only
the museum but also the
history of the entire Balkan
Wars.
In addition to museums,
this book contains the
experience of visiting
multiple
concentration
camps:
Auschwitz in
Poland,
Bergen-Belsen
in northern Germany,
Mauthausen in Austria,
or the Security Prisons in
Phnom Penh of Cambodia.
The three of us are silent.
Outside, it is as sunny
as if it is the Baishakh in
Dhaka. We walked towards
the tree-covered road with
heavy hearts. This is the
way to exit. Three people
get a table under the
shade of a tree. There are
books on the table. I was
surprised to turn the book
over. I have never seen
anything like this anywhere
else before. Seven people
survived or were kept alive
from the Tuol Sleng. More
than 20,000 people were
killed in S. 21. The irony
of fate is that many of
them were Khmer Rouge
Cadres, anti-government.
But this museum has been
built in their memory [for
killing]. One of the seven
survivors was a mason,
a sculptor, an artist, an
electrical engineer, and
three others. The museum
has a sculpture by IM Chan,
one of the sculptors, which
was probably made by him
at that time.
The book also contains a
description of the Holocaust
Museum in Washington,
which was visited about 20
years ago.
Muntassir Mamoon tells the
story in this book. The story
of traveling, the dark story
of genocide torture. He also
refers to history thereby.
Sometimes he associated
Cambodian
Genocide
with the Holocaust and
Bangladesh Genocide with
them. Not only telling the
story, but he has also shown
it to readers.
This feature of storytelling,
as well as showing, attracts
the reader more. Syed

Mujtaba Ali has probably
shown the best to the reader
what he sees, what he hears,
what the food tastes like,
what he feels. Muntassir
Mamoon is a devoted
follower of Mujtaba in
travel stories.
When the topic of Syed
Mujtaba Ali came to mind,
suddenly another topic
arose. Whenever I enter
a food hotel in a foreign
country with my teacher,
Professor Mamoon notices
what the rest of the people
at the table are eating.
Probably it’s a trick to
get an idea of what the
traditional food of the
place is! The same thing
happened in Sarajevo. We
entered a restaurant. People
are enjoying a strange
kabab of bread and lamb
meat. In this book, I learned
his name ‘Sevapisimi and
Salta’. Anyway, let’s go
back to Mujtaba Ali. In the
early days of the university,
I read Syed Mujtaba Ali’s
‘Jole Dangay’. There is a
fascinating description of
eating cucumber at a hotel
in Cairo while traveling
from the port of Chennai to
several places.
At the side table, I see
a man was eating two
cucumbers on his plate.
Two cucumbers --- no
matter how the size ishow can it be a complete
dinner for a person, I could
not understand thinking
a lot. At that time, I saw
that the man did not start
biting the cucumber rather
squish through his fist.
Suddenly a Pulao-like
dish came out, mixed with
some other ingredients. I
was so surprised. I asked
the attendee and said, ‘I
will eat that cucumber, so
matter what.
The Sarajevo loaves of
bread were like those
cucumbers where delicious
lamb steak came out after
squishing.
The book also is a text for
students of Museology.
History students will know
the aspects of visiting the
museum. The readers can
travel from Berlin to Phnom
Penh via Sarajevo through
Muntassir
Mamoon’s
writing. It’s like walking
with history.
Author: Dr. Chowdhury
Shahid Kader
Trustee Secretary
1971:
Genocide-Torture
Achieve and Museum
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