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Genocide Museum Memorial-Plaque:
Elegy on the Memorials

uring the formation
D
of the United States,
many
avowed
that

there was no need for
monuments
in
social
life. Monuments are the
remnants of the monarchies
and superstitious societies;
for modern democracy,
there is no need for
memorial
plaques
or
memorials,
the
‘true
memory’ does not lie
on any stone but live in
the heart of the people.
This belief has not been
implemented,
on
the
contrary, the importance of
sculpture and monuments
is increasing in the modern
state and society. As a
result,
monuments
or
sculptures are not only
used to enhance the beauty
of a city or country, but
they also convey a message
about the customs, history,
culture, etc. of a society. We
often build plaques to hold
the memory of an important
person or important event.
Sociologists say that almost
all types of memories, even
personal memories, are a

social process. The group
that the individual belongs
to in the society, forms
the mold of memory. This
personal memory is also
built on a ‘highly selective
process and based on
the desire to see how we
want to see the past in the
present needs and context.
Therefore,
‘collective
memory’, like individual
memory, is a result of social
groups and their changing
character and needs. It is
this collective memory
that
emerges
through
sculpture or memorial
or memorial plaque. So,
the memorial plaque or
the memorial creates a
narrative of history rather
than presenting ‘history’.
The present state is also
active in the production of
this ‘selective’ collective
memory.
1971
is
the
most
important period in the
history of Bangladesh.
The importance of the
Liberation War in our
collective memory can
be understood only by

observing the presence of
Ekattar (71) in monuments,
sculptures,
pillars,
or
plaques erected in different
parts of the country
from the post-1971. In
the context of the above
discussion, it can be said
that these are not neutral at
all to politics and sociology
or even possible to be. The
sculptures or memorials
that have been erected
about the Liberation War
also depict different aspects
of our state, politics, sociopolitics, and culture in the
same way.
Rizwana Karim Snigdha
has
analyzed
various
sculptures of Dhaka city
and shown how masculinity
is present in the sculptures
or memorials built for the
sake of memory. The war
of 1971 has been portrayed
as a war of ‘men’, where
the character of ‘women’
is either secondary or
confined to ‘war heroine
or Birangona’ or torture.
Apart from this the antiBritish movement of the
people of Bangladesh

The memorial plaque of Platinum Jubilee Jute Mill boiler was inaugurated by the then
Minister of Cultural Affairs, Mr. Asaduzzaman Noor, MP.

State Minister of Cultural Affairs Mr. K.M. Khalid, MP is inaugurating the Khulna Jute Mill
Genocide-Mass Grave memorial, accompanied by Dr. Muntassir Mamoon.
is absent; even attempts and middle-class-centric. torture is being exposed to
to highlight the colonial As a result, the statements the marginalized people
heritage as great can be we get about genocide through these plaques.
noticed. Similarly, the main and Liberation War were In 1971, Charerhat in
aim of the memorabilia statements of the middle Khalishpur, Khulna faced
about
the
Liberation class.
a horrific genocide. On
War is to highlight the This memorial plaque May 8, about five hundred
‘resistance
war’
and is being constructed to Bengalis were killed in a
‘victory’ of the Liberation present the memory of the single day here. Most of the
War; the brutal genocide forgotten genocide that bodies were washed away
carried out by the Pakistani took place in the marginal in the river, some were
forces here throughout stage of Bengal in a new buried in mass graves. That
the nine months of 1971 way. Under this initiative, mass grave is also erased
was ignored. Attempts to about 55 memorial plaques by the river erosion. The
erect a memorial plaque to have been constructed in memory of the genocide
preserve the memory of the different districts including is almost forgotten by the
genocide has not been seen Khulna, Rajshahi, and people of Charerhat.
in the last 50 years.
Panchagarh.
The
construction
of The history of genocide and SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
memorial plaques is one of
the many initiatives taken
by the Genocide Museum
to preserve the memory
of the 1971 genocide in
Bangladesh. The purpose
of this initiative is twofold.
One is to preserve the
memory of the genocide.
Another, to present the
history of the forgotten
genocide in front of the
new
generation.
The
Pakistani
forces
have
perpetrated genocide all
over Bangladesh.
But, the memories of the
genocide that emerged During the inauguration of a memorial on Andulia Mosque
after the victory were
genocide poet Tarik Sujat, Trustee, and Professor Rokeya
exclusively urban-centric
Sultana, Advisor, Genocide Musuem were present.

Remarks on Genocide Museum
This afternoon I have visited Genocide-Torture Archieve
and Museum with Professor Muntassir Mamoon Sir.
Trustees of the museum and others officers were also
present.
The collection of the museum is huge and I convey my my
gratitude to those who have played a leading role in this
work specially to Professor Muntassir Mamoon Sir.
Many valuable documents of the Liberation War are being
preserved here - which will help the future generation to
know the reality of the Liberation War and will serve as a
lifetime model of immense self-sacrifice of the Bengalis in
the Liberation War. I am expressing my commitment to be
involved in the development of the museum as the secretary
of the ministry.
Tapan Kanti Ghosh

Mr. Tapan Kanti Ghosh, Hon’ble Secretary of the Ministry
of Liberation War Affairs visited the Genocide Museum.
Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, Chairman of Musuem Trust and
Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Trustee Secretary were present.
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Memory of Brutality Displayed in the Genocide Museum

Editorial
Bangladesh is celebrating
the golden jubilee of her
independence. But even after
fifty years of independence,
we have to talk about the
implementation of the spirit
of the Liberation War. We
are talking about making
the history of the Liberation
War people-oriented, giving
place to unspoken voices
in the history of Liberation
War, and spreading the
history of Liberation War and
genocide. We are repeatedly
saying that the full history of
the Liberation War can never
be found without the history
of genocide. Here lies the
background and purpose
of building a genocide
museum.
Since its inception, the
Genocide Museum has not
only focused on the study and
preservation of history, but
also on how to make history
permanent in the minds of
the people. Spreading it to
the masses means dealing
with memories. That is
to say, how to keep the
memory of the genocide
alive among the people,
how to put that memory on a
piece of paper as well as how
to pass on the memory to the
next generation is also very
important. The museums,
plaques, memorials etc. plays
a major role in constructing
and shaping the memories.
The Genocide Museum took
initiative to build memorial
plaques in different districts
and Upazilas of Bangladesh
to keep alive the forgotten
memory of genocide and
the Liberation War. About
50 memorial plaques have
already been completed. The
cover story of this newsletter
is about the memorial

plaque-building project.
There is also a feature article
on the objects related to the
brutality displayed in the
Genocide Museum. Using
these, the Pakistani forces
tortured the people of this
country for the entire nine
months. As a special feature,
an interview of a Birangona
(war heroine) has been
added to the newsletter.
She was interviewed by a
researcher from the Museum
Research Center.
There are also the regular
sections as well. The
history of ‘Wapda Colony
Ferry
Genocide’
and
‘Rohingya Genocide’ has
been discussed. No doubt,
the impact of the Rohingya
genocide is no longer limited
outside the country, but also
it affects the country. The
district-based survey of
Khulna district has been
discussed briefly. Researcher
Amal Kumar Gain surveyed
Khulna district. Murshida
Bintey Rahman’s book
Bangladesh’s
Liberation
War and the International
Communist Movement has
been reviewed in the current
issue.
Genocide
museum
is
slowly enriching itself. New
monuments, inventories are
being added gradually. All
this is being possible through
the cooperation of everyone
in the country. On the golden
jubilee of independence,
we hope that everyone will
come forward in various
ways to enrich the genocide
museum. This museum is
mine, yours, everyone. As
the history is mine, yours
and everyone.

The memory of brutality displaying in the genocide museum bear witness to the cruelty of the Pakistani aggressors and
their local collaborators. Some have been used in killing, some are were used in indescribable torture. These objects are
preserved in 1971: Genocide-Torture Archives and Museums, Khulna; established in 2014.
The Malicious Motorcycle
The residents of the area left their homes on the news of
the arrival of the Pakistani troops. Girindranath Ghosh’s
house near the old bus stand at Monirampur in Jessore was
found empty and the local Razakars set up camp there.
From this camp, the Razakars carried out genocide in
different places of Jessore at different times in 1971. They
built a torture center in that house. However, a motorcycle
of that house has become a part of history.

Broken parts of boiler of Platinum jute mill.

Motorcycle used by the Razakars to perpetrate genocide at
the surrounding area
The residents left the motorcycle at home and the Razakars
started using the vehicle for their work. The motorcycle
was used to abducted innocent people from Monirampur
and its surrounding outlying areas. It was also used in
military operations in remote areas.
Bipab Kumar Ghosh, the grandson of Girindranath Ghosh,
said, “We did not use this motorcycle as we knew that
such a heinous thing had been done by this motorcycle.
We leave it as a memory of the genocide and torture of
1971. When I came to know about the Genocide Museum
in Khulna, I handed it over there.”
The Ghungur (Musical Anklet)
Ghungur (Musical Anklet) seems quite inappropriate as
a symbol of the barbarism of 1971. Ghungur is a small
bunch of brass balls or bells made of thick thread. It is
mainly used as a dance percussion instrument. However,
circus clowns, polymorphs, peddlers also use this to attract
the attention of spectators or buyers. In 1971, a group of
Razakar from Srimantapur, adjacent to Daumohani Ghat
on the Tangan River in Bochaganj Upazila of Dinajpur,
used ghungurs to communicate among themselves. Other
members of the group and the Pakistani army would have
understood that they were Razakars if they had a ghungur
on their waists.

list of Books Published from the Genocide Museum
www.facebook.com/genocidemuseumbd
Genocide Index:
1. Azharul Azad Jewel, Pachim Rajarampur Genocide,
December, 2015
2. Sushmita Das, Harinagopal-Bagbati Genocide, May 2017
3. Dr. Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Bondor Gram Genocide,
May 2017
4. Haresh Uz-Zaman, Baraitala Genocide, May 2016
5. Joydul Hossain, Bitghar Genocide, May 2017
6. Imran Mahfuz, Lalbridge Genocide, May 2017
7. Mithun Saha, Shankar Madhabpur Genocide, May 2017
8. Rehana Parveen, Wapda Colony - Kheyaghat Genocide,
May 2017
9. Divyadyuti Sarkar, Rangpur Genocide, May 2017
10. Md. Nur Nabi, Gopalpur Genocide, May 2017
**Continuing
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Genocide 1971. Photograph: Rabin Sengupta

Finally, the whole sack was thrown into the boiler.
The main target of this brutality was to create an atmosphere
of fear among Bengali laborers and to take revenge upon
them. Around 100 mill laborers were burnt to death in this
boiler at different times. In addition, about 700 workers
were killed in the platinum jute mill.
The Bayonet of Brutality
The common feature of the genocide-torture perpetrated
in 1971 is killing and torturing by stabbing with bayonets.
It has been used almost all the genocide-torture to ensure
death after shooting. In many cases, people were stabbed
to death by a brutal bayonet charge.

The Bayonet of Brutality
The people of Ishwardi, Kodalia, and Choto Paikkandi
villages of Nagarkanda Upazila of Faridpur witnessed the
brutal brutality of the Pakistani army by charging bayonets
in 1971. On June 1, 1971, the Pakistani army perpetrated
hellish genocide on these three villages. More than 37
people were stabbed to death with a barbaric bayonet
charge. Many were tortured. The Pakistani army left a
bayonet used in the genocide at Kodalia village. Heroic
freedom fighter, Abdul Hannan Munshi kept that as a
symbol of brutality for almost four and a half decades.
He handed over this memorial to Muntassir Mamoon, the
president of the Genocide Museum. On 6 April 2018.
The Cruel Cane
When the Razakars were defeated by the freedom fighters
at different places in Nagarkanda of the Faridpur district,
the Pakistani army tried to suppress the freedom fighters.
The resistance war lasted for about five hours a day.
One Pakistani army captain, 29 soldiers, including two
lieutenants, and one Razakar named Zafar Mia were killed
in the battle.

The Ghungur (Musical Anklet)
Jalliapara is a village situated in Bochaganj upazila of
Dinajpur district. Massive genocide was perpetrated on
the people of this village in 1971. The local Razakars had
guns and the members of other collaborating forces also
had ghungur on their waists as a sign. One of the Razakars
might lose his ghungur from the waist. The family of Vijay
Chandra Das of Jaliapara village of Ghungur kept that as
a memory.
100 People were Burnt Alive in the Boiler
During the Liberation War, Platinum Jubilee Jute Mills
Limited in Khalishpur, Khulna became a torture center
and mass killing field. The boiler of the jute mill became
a symbol of cruelty during the Liberation War. Innocent
Bengalis were burnt alive in this boiler.
The perpetrators often brought the Bengali laborers and
other pro-liberation from nearby jute mills and locals.
After tying them, the legs were first inserted and when the
legs were burnt, the rest of the body was also inserted into
the boiler. The whole area was shaken by their screams.

The Cruel Cane
This strong resistance of the freedom fighters and the death
of about 30 Pakistani army members made the Pakistani
forces retaliate. Later, the Pakistani troops from Faridpur
Sadar, Bhanga, and Muksudpur entered Nagarkanda and
set up their permanent camp at Nagarkanda police station.
After setting up camp, the Pakistani army started torturing
civilians from different parts of Nagarkanda by arresting
them at Nagarkanda police station. To find out who was
involved in the killing of those Pakistani army members,
innocent people were severely beaten with canes.
In December, the freedom fighters defeated the Pakistani
army and seized Nagarkanda police station. Freedom
fighter Abdul Hai took the cane from the Nagarkanda
Thana torture camp and kept it with him. The cane is
stained by the blood of hundreds of innocent people, now
is being displayed as a memory of the brutality of 1971.
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Genocide Across the World
Rohingya Genocide

Wapda Colony- Ferry Genocide

Sardar Abdul Kader, who
was imprisoned in Wapda
Colony in 1971, said, “I
saw a woman crying on
a verandah in front of the
room where I was detained.
A group of Pakistani forces
came in the evening and
assaulted that woman.
Realizing that the Pakistani
army had left, I requested
her to open the door. After a
while, with great difficulty,
she opened the door and I
offered her a cloth to cover
herself. Later she was taken
away by Pakistani forces.”
The Pakistani military
perpetrated genocide on
the late night of March 25.
Although they arrived in
Bhola in May, the genocide
and torture began in June.
And that goes on until Bhola
is intended on December
10th.
Bhola, surrounded by water.
The landlocked area was
surrounded by many rivers,
canals, and bushes, which
were not easily accessible
to Pakistani forces. As a
result, their main killing and
torture center was formed
around this Wapda Colony.
The Wapda building was
secure and their main base,
many people from the
entire Bhola were abducted,
imprisoned, tortured, and
killed there, and their bodies
were dumped at the ferry
(now Bhola launch ghat).
The Pakistan army, with the
help of Razakars, went to
the remote areas at night and
capture people. Not only the
people from Bhola city but
the people from the entire
subdivision were abducted
and killed in these two
places. Wapda Colony and
Kheyaghat became a place
of horror for the people of
Bhola in 1971.
In the evening, the Pakistani
invaders and their local
collaborators forcibly took
away the women of the
families living in and around
the city and imprisoned them
in their camp. The Pakistani
soldiers, especially the
Razakars, used to go to the
houses of many aristocratic

From library

families and torture women.
Many helpless families
were forced to send their
daughters to the Pakistani
camps in the evenings.
The Pakistani military
turned the Bhola ferry into
a mass killing field. After
evening the ferry became
quiet.
Describing
the
brutality of the Pakistani,
tea seller Abdullah Abdullah
said, “At night, the Pakistani
army used to bring people
from different parts of the
country to the ferry to kill
them. As soon as we heard
the sound of cars, we left the
shop and run away. ”
Towards the end of the
Liberation War, when the
freedom fighters became
more active, the Pakistan
Army used to kill many
civilians in Wapda Colony
instead of ferries, bury them
or take them by truck to
the ferry at night and shoot
them dead. There was a
huge hole to the east-south
of Wapda Colony. The
executioner was there to
slaughter people. Abdullah
is among such executioners,
who slaughtered about 300
innocent people with his
own hands.
Finally, on 10th December
1971, a group of freedom
fighters liberated Bhola
district including Wapda
Colony. They rescued 18
women in a distressed
condition.
The
exact
number of people killed in
Bhola Sadar Wapda Colony
and Kheyaghat is not yet
known. But, according
to eyewitnesses, martyrs
families and local freedom
fighters,
about
1000
innocent men and women
were killed in these two
places.
Name of the Book:
Wapda Colony-Kheyaghat
Genocide
Author: Rehana Parveen
Pub. Date: May 2017;
Page: 58; Price: 150 taka.

In 2015-16, Time magazine
published an article on the
Rohingya, there a Rohingya
woman said, “either the
world helps us, or drop the
bomb and kill us together!”
The incident that happened
to the Rohingya, was
described by the United
Nations as a ‘Textbook
example
of
ethnic
cleansing’. Genocide is
not a sudden event, or an
initial step. Rather, it is the
culmination of all forms
of violence, oppression,
and racism. Some find

After the genocide of 2017,
many tried to find the clue
of the political economy as
a result of land grabbing
and the launch of various
mega projects in Rakhine.
But this point has been
criticized because, as this
information has territorial
some problems, it has not
been able to explain the
more than one Rohingya
persecution and refugee
crisis that took place much
earlier than the mega
project. The critics called
for a search for the crisis

Leaving their own country the Rohingyas are entering in
Bangladesh. Photograph: Hasan
traces of the structural within the colonial legacy.
persecution against the They say that the crisis of
Rohingya in the state of the state of Burma comes
Burma that paved the from its birth defects;
way for genocide in 1962, The state was formed
some say in 1982 since the without any consent of the
citizenship was annulled people. And the extremist
and declared them stateless. Buddhist nationalists have
They were forced to flee repeatedly imposed their
from the country once in will on various minority
1986 and again in 1992.
communities. This can be
in the Fact-Finding
Azim Ibrahim referred the noticed
report. There can
Rohingya genocide in 2016 mission
be
seen
that
crimes against
and said that genocide is humanity are
not only
not an easy task. Even happening in Rakhine,
but
those who hate a group or also in Kachin and Shan
hold different prejudices provinces.
against the group cannot
easily resort to violence The genocidal intentions
or killing. This requires are as clear as the genocidal
a long-term state policy. act in the retaliatory attacks
Different influencers have by the extremist Buddhist
to be created which will nationalists and state forces
trigger in time. At the end after the attack on August
of the day, every genocide 25 on Arsa. From the reports
happens because of state of various human rights
policy, especially when the organizations to the study
state ensures that it can be of the researchers about
easily getaway at home and the Rohingya, the clear
‘intent’ and state policy
abroad.
to eradicate the Rohingya
A striking feature of the are found. The facts found
Rohingya genocide is from the Independent
how the post-colonial Fact-Finding Mission as
state continues to build the evidence of ‘genocidal
‘the other’ using structural intent’ are as follows:
racism and nationalism, broader oppressive context
and how standing on the and hate rhetoric; specific
brink
of
colonialism, utterances of commanders
gradually building the base and direct perpetrators;
of genocide for forty years. exclusionary
policies,
There is no other example including to alter the
in the world that is so
recent.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Books on Rohingya Genocide

1. Azeem Ibrahim The Rohingyas: Inside Myanmar’s Hidden Genocide, Oxford University
Press, 2016
2. Ronan Lee, Myanmar’s Rohingya Genocide : Identity, History and Hate Speech, I.B.
Tauris, 2021
3. Habiburahman, First, They Erased Our Name: a Rohingya speaks, Scribe US, 2019
4. Francis Wade, Myanmar’s Enemy Within: Buddhist Violence and the Making of a Muslim
‘Other’, Zed Books, 2017
5. Anthony Ware& Costas Laoutides, Myanmar’s ‘Rohingya’ Conflict, Hurst, 2018

District Survey of Genocide Museum
Khulna District Survey: Another
Detailed Account of the Genocide

There is hardly any area
in
Bangladesh
where
there was no bloodshed
in the war of 1971. Due
to
geographical
and
demographic reasons, the
Khulna region was one of
the most affected area. The
District Survey by Amal
Kumar Gain reveals all the
tragic history of genocide
in this region. He not only
depicted the history but
also mentioned the untold
incident of the genocide.
Amal
Kumar
Gain
published a book on the
genocide of 1971 of Khulna
district in the “GenocideMass Killing Field and
Mass
Grave
Survey”
series on different districts
published by the Research
Center
on
GenocideTorture and Liberation War.
In this book, the cruelty
and brutality of the 1971
genocide perpetrated by the
Pakistani Army have been
thoroughly highlighted.
Despite the victory of the
Awami League in 1970
election, the position of
the pro-Pakistan people in
the socio-political arena
of Khulna district was
very strong and the area
was inhabited by a large
number of Hindus. This
is the main reason why
the biggest genocide of
Bangladesh took place here
in Chuknagar.
From the interviews of
several eyewitnesses, it can
be roughly estimated that
the Pakistani Army killed
at least ten thousand people
here; Which is on a larger
scale than any other major
genocide in the world.
Jubilee Jute Mill is another
notable place of genocide.
At least 100 people were

burned alive here in boilers.
There is no example in the
world of killing people in
such a horrible manner.
There is no area in Khulna
where genocide has not
been perpetrated and it is
much more than any other
area due to geographical
and political conditions.
A total of 1227 spots have
been identified where
genocide took place. But
it can be assumed that the
number of genocides is
even more. In this book,
a total of 27 genocides,
13 mass graves, and 32
torture centers have been
described.
One of the reasons for so
many genocides in Khulna
is that the region was used
as a transit point to India for
all kinds of transportation.
And this region was
inhabited by a large number
of Biharis who collaborated
with the Pakistani army in
this genocide.
Although many books have
been published in the past,
there is a lack of adequate
information and data, in this
regard this book has been
able to impress. Yet the
total number of genocides
during the Liberation War
is still unknown to us or it
is not possible to know due
to lack of witnesses or the
passes of time.
Name of the Book:
Genocide-Mass
Killing
Field and Mass Grave
Survey: Khulna District
Author: Amal Kumar Gain
Publication Date: February,
2018
Page: 160
Price: 200 taka

Poster on the
occasion of
International
Holocaust
Remembrance Day
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Various doctrines were
prevalent in the history
of human society, which
paved the way of historical
development.
The
international
communist
movement was one of the
most influential ideologies
in the twentieth century.
This doctrine awakens
the dream of standing up
against exploitation. A
new consciousness aroused
among the common people
of different countries of
the world. It leads the
progressive stream of
society.
The
international
communist
movement
caused a stir in the world
through
the
Russian
Revolution
in
1917,
the effect of which was
later seen in the politics
of Bangladesh. In this
context, the impact of the
international
communist
movement on the birth
of Bangladesh has been
discussed in this book. The

book was written by Dr.
Murshida Bintey Rahman,
Associate
Professor
of
History,
Jagannath
University.
The author has divided the
book into three chapters.
In the first chapter author
discussed about the strategy
of big powers towards the
India and Pakistan on the
beginning of Cold War. The
Cold War began shortly
after the end of the Second
World War. The conflict
was based around the
ideological and geopolitical
struggle
for
global
influence by the two major
powers. The impact of cold
war were not the same on
different countries of the
world. India and Pakistan
drew a special attention of
big powers due to its geopolitical importance.
Since Pakistan established
on the basis of Islam and
was anti-communist that
was very important to the

United States. Not only
ideologically, but also
geographically,
Pakistan
was in an important position
with the US-led forces. The
United States believed that
Pakistan will work in the
East as Turkey did in the
West to prevent the spread
of Communism. Apart
from this, if India’s alliance
with the China-Soviet
Union is established, it will
not be possible to stop the
triumph of socialism not
only in Asia-Africa but also
in the whole world, so the
United States initiated an
alliance with China through
Pakistan. In India, on the
other hand, communism is
considered differently than
in Pakistan.
India’s pluralism did not
call communism an enemy
at all. The birth of the
two countries, India and
Pakistan, was in the midst
of a war of attrition, and the
wave of conflict between
capitalism and socialism

Genocide Museum Memorial-Plaque:Elegy on the Memorials
FROM PAGE 1

June 20, 2014: Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, Chairman of the Museum Trust inagurated a
memorial plaque commemorating the Badamtala genocode.
The genocide museum There is an isolated grave happened in their school
took the initiative to set in the pond side adjacent during the war. A torture
up a memorial plaque in to Godagari High School center was built in this
the secluded village of and Primary School in Godagari school. Thus, the
Charerhat. The whole Dinajpur Sadar Upazila. In memorial plaques connect
villagers were astonished, 1971, about thirty martyrs the present with the past. It
the
memorial
plaque were buried beside this reminds the generation of
began to shake in their pond. About 134 people the story of the sacrifices of
memory. Many of the new were brutally killed in their ancestors.
generations did not know Godagari market. The The Genocide Museum
that such a brutal genocide Genocide Museum erected preserves the history of
took place here in 1971. The a memorial plaque here forgotten genocides, mass
memorial plaque brought in September 2019. The killing fields, mass graves,
the past back to them.
students of the school were and torture centers behind
surprised to know what large constructions. The
people of Khulna were
about to forget the torture
center of Khulna Circuit
House. The present Khulna
Circuit House had a tin tent
camp house in 1971; It was
used as a resting place for
helicopter passengers. The
Pakistani army used the
old building of the Circuit
House as their office, and
the helicopter passenger
lounge was used as a torture
center. After 1971, the rest
house was demolished
and a new building of
Khulna Circuit House was
constructed and the memory
goes behind. Genocide
West Khoprabondhi (Kamat) mass grave memorial,
Museum made a memorial
Panchagarh
plaque there that presented
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Bangladesher Muktijuddha and Antarjatik Communist Andalon
was reflected in the two
states. Although India
developed good relations
with China, the new state of
contemporary Asia, those
relations did not last long.
Gradually, China-Pakistani
relations became stronger.
The
second
chapter
describes
how
an
international
political
ideology of the twentieth
century
influenced
the Liberation War of
Bangladesh in 1971. The
Indo-Soviet Union and the
United
States-PakistanChina axis were formed in
1971 based on this ideology.
The author pointed out
that the influence of the
communist movement was
very deep in the domestic
and international arena
during the Liberation War
of Bangladesh. In the third
chapter, the author gives a
brief description about the
response of the communist
countries
during
the
Liberation War. When the

news of genocide spread
out through the world,
various communist states
around the world reacted
differently. Whether to
support Bangladesh at the
time of the cold war was
depends on the existing
political situation in the
world. The role of the major
powers in the Liberation
War of Bangladesh in
1971 has been played not
with the predominance of
human liberation, human
rights, or the interests of
the working class but also
with the conflict between
capitalism and socialism.
There was a deep relation
between The Liberation
War of Bangladesh and the
International Communist
Movement. The impact
of this movement was
visible both internally and
externally. The big powers
supported Pakistan without
resorting to any justice to
prevent the influence of
communism in this region.

At the same time, they
supported the planned
genocide on Bengalis.

that memory to the people.
After the construction of the
memorial, the people who
came to visit this street in
the morning were amazed
to know this unknown
history. Many people get
back the memories of all
those miserable times. The
construction of a memorial
plaque at the Khulna Betar
Bhaban, at the main gate
of Khulna University,
the plaque at the Vhoter
Bari Torture Center in
Khulna Sadar is like a new
awakening of the past.
The memorial plaques are
becoming a testament to
history. The construction of
these plaques in different
remote areas is playing
two important roles. First,
many of the mass killing
sites or mass graves were
unprotected which are
being identified now. It
is not only working on
history or memorization but
also adding new elements
to the study of history.
Secondly, awareness about
genocide is being created
at the root level, above all,
the consciousness of the
Liberation War is being
transmitted. In places where
the new generation did
not even know about the
genocide a few days ago, the
day of the genocide is being
commemorated
through
various ceremonies as a
result of the construction
of memorial plaques. Any
memorial plaque is very
effective in summarizing
any historical event. It can
be said that the memorial
plaques of the genocide
museum have become
monuments in the true
sense. The locals are
offering flowers here on
different national days.
An opportunity has been
created to pay homage to
the martyrs of the genocide.
On the day of the National
Genocide, these memorial
plaques are becoming the
address of emotion and
respect of the local people.

Rohingya Genocide

At the time, the United
Nations said that the women
belonging to the Rohingya
community in Myanmar
were being subjected to
organized rape by the
country’s military. The army
is using organized rape as
a weapon to drive out the
Rohingya. In an interview
with the Guardian, a
Rohingya woman described
her story. When her village
was being attacked, houses
were being burnt, people
were being shot at, she was
only three months married.
Kalima’s husband and
younger sister were shot
dead. Then few men brutally
beat and raped her, at one
point she fainted. After
gaining consciousness, she
fled to Bangladesh with his
uncle and cousin.
In August 2016, Rohingya
refugees
flocked
to
Bangladesh. The border of
Bangladesh was opened and
about 6-7 lakh Rohingyas
took shelter.
The refugees do not want
to stay in Bangladesh.
They want to return to their
homeland, but with civil
rights. As one was saying, ‘If
we stay in these camps for
a long time, our community
will lose its religion and
unity. Our children will not
be educated. So, after all
these, we want to go back
to Myanmar - but only with
citizenship and with our
rights. We will never agree
to repatriation without the
rights that the Myanmar
government took away from
us a long time ago. I often
think about the future of my
children, even my future. We
have no education, no school
here. I am afraid we have to
lead that the lives of refugees
like this, then the lives of us
and our children will become
like animals.’
While
international
organizations are interested
in sending aid to Rohingya
refugees, but there is little
interest in resolving this
crisis.
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demographic composition
of Rakhine State; the level
of organization indicating a
plan for destruction; and the
extreme scale and brutality
of the violence committed.
The International Human
Rights Organization Human
Rights Watch has stated the
repression of the Myanmar
army as against humanity.
HRW has identified four
areas of crimes against
humanity on the Rohingya
after finding huge evidence
of killings, rapes, and
evictions.
What happened in August
2017 is not ‘unprecedented’,
rather the final stage of
long-running
structural
repression. It was revealed
in the statement of a
refugee named Nuo Elias,
‘For several years I was
imprisoned in my village.
I could not move without
the permission of the
authorities and I had to
spend a lot of money to do
so. The situation has been
getting worse since 2012.
... Later we heard that these
people and the government
were involved in killing
thousands of Rohingya in
different cities and districts.
They were burnt alive
and also shot dead. Many
women were raped. The
villages were set on fire
and the Rohingyas were
arrested. ... I was terrified of
being arrested. By October
2016, I had stopped sleeping
at home. I slept sometimes
in the mud, sometimes in
the bushes, sometimes in the
mountains. The Myanmar
government has been trying
to get us out of Arakan for a
long time. They succeeded
last year.’
In 2017, Reuters analyzed
data from various medical
teams working with the
Rohingya, saying that
Rohingya women had
been the victims of sexual
harassment and gang rape.

Name of the Book:
Bangladesher Muktijuddha
and Antarjatik Communist
Andalon
Author: Dr. Murshida
Binte Rahman
Publication date:
September 2018
Page: 135, Price: 200 taka
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List of the Bangladesh Genocide
S.L
Name						
Date
181. Newsprint Mill Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna 27 March
182. Phultala Market Genocide; Phultala, Khulna 			
27 March
183. Altapole Lane Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna 31 March
184. Munshibari Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna
7 April
185. Jailkhana Genocide; Sadar, Kurigram 			
7 April
186. Newsprint Mill Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna 12 April
187. Rangpur Genocide; Dumuria, Khulna 			
15 April
188. Chakrakhali Genocide; Batiaghata, Khulna 			
24 April
189. Dumuria Bazar Daspara Genocide; Dumuria, Khulna
25 April
190. Fulchhari Genocide; Gaibandha 				
26 April
191. Azgara Genocide; Terkhada, Khulna 			
27April
192. Maheshwarpasha Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna in the first
week of April
193. Sen Bazar Genocide, Rupsha, Khulna 			
1 May
194. Aranghata Kapalipara Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna 1 May
195. Garakhola Genocide; Phultala, Khulna 			
3 May
196. Mokampur Genocide; Terokhada, Khulna 			
5 May
197. Bajua Genocide; Dacope, Khulna 				
6 May
198. Durjanimahal Genocide, Rupsha, Khulna 			
7 May
199. Charerhat Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna
8 May
200. Saheberabad (Wapda Colony) Genocide; Dacope, Khulna
8-9 May
201. Sachiadah Genocide; Terokhada, Khulna 			
14 May
202. Sahapara Genocide; Terkohada, Khulna 			
15 May
203. Chalna Genocide; Dacope, Khulna 				
16 May
204. Badamtala Genocide; Batiaghata, Khulna 			
19 May
205. Chuknagar Genocie; Dumuria, Khulna 			
20 May
207. Rayermahal Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna
22 May
207. Hodda Genocide; Koira, Khulna 				
23 May
207. Katianangla Genocide; Batiaghata, Khulna 			
28 May
209. Nasu KhanER Et Vata Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna 29 May
210. Dumarpara Genocide; Phultala, Khulna 			
May
211. Daldalia Genocide; Saghat, Gaibandha 			
2 June
212. Daldalia Village Genocide; Fulchhari, Gaibandha 		
2 June
213. Belgachha Genocide; Sadar, Kurigram 			
9 June
214. Patibunia Genocide; Dumuria, Khulna 		
20 July and 22 July
215. Shilemanpur Genocide; Paikgachha, Khulna 			
28 July
216. Daulatpur Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna
29 July
217. Toabari Ghat Genocide; Phultala, Khulna 			
July
218. Kodalkhati Genocide; Rajirpur, Kurigram 			
4 August
219. Sonahat Bridge Paar Genocide; Bhurungamari, Kurigram
7 August
220. Deyara Genocide; Dighalia, Khulna				
27 August
221. Nageshwari Hospital Genocide; Kurigram 		
on the 1st of August
222. Katenga Government Primary School Genocide; Dumuria, Khulna in August
223. Varunabazar Genocide; Dumuria, Khulna The third week of August
224. Shahpur Bazar Genocide; Dumuria, Khulna 		
at the end of August
225. Ghazalia Gate Genocide; Batiaghata, Khulna 		
26 September
226. Goalpara Power House Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna
								15 December
227. Locoset Colony Genocide; Khulna City Corporation, Khulna 16 December
228. Ulipur Hatia Genocide; Kurigram 				
13 November
229. Mondoler Haat Hatia Genocide; Ulipur, Kurigram 		
13 November
230. Dagarkuti Genocide; Ulipur, Kurigram 			
13 November
231. Nilur Khamar (Santoshpur) Genocide; Nageshri, Kurigram 16 November
232. Locoshed Genocide; Saghat, Gaibandha 			
17 November
233. Berubari Genocide; Nageshri, Kurigram 			
19 November
234. Kamarjani Genocide; Sadar, Gaibandha 			
27 November
235. Sujalpur Primary School Genocide; Saghat, Gaibandha
2 December
236. Shahpur Genocide; Dumuria, Khulna 			
in the first
							week of December
* Continuing
***List Made by Genocide Museum.
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They threw the baby from her lap and attacked
‘Three Pakistani soldiers tortured and left me. My son left home after seeing me in such
a condition.’
Fulmoti Begum of Faridpur
district was saying these
words. She was one of the
women who were tortured
by the Pakistani army and
their allies in different
parts of Bengal in 1971.
Researchers reported about
5-6 lakh of women like her
in their study.
Fulmoti Begum’s misery
and social stigma have only
increased since then. Even
when she was raped by the
Pakistani forces in 1971,
she did not know how
her husband was doing;
whether he was alive or
dead. She said in a tearful
voice: ‘I was still very sick
because of the torture by the
Pakistani army,’ I left home
and went to Bogra. I got
treatment there. I returned
home after six months of
independence when my
husband returned to the
village. Our son returns to
us when he grows up.’
The Pakistani army got the
news of the freedom fighters
of Nagarkanda police
station in Faridpur district.
They, in collaboration with
the Razakars, attacked
Abdul
Aziz
Mollah’s
house, the commander
of the Mukti Bahini. The
Pakistani army raided the
house, looted, and set it on
fire. Then moved towards
Algadia village. Seeing the
Pakistani army coming, the
villagers of Algadia fled to
different places.
Fulmoti Begum, a 20-yearold housewife from Algadia
village, and her little
daughter were staying at
home with her brother-inlaw. Their idea was that the
Pakistani army will not kill
the Muslims. The Pakistani
soldiers entered their house,
saw her, grabbed her, threw
the baby from her lap, and
attacked her. Her brotherin-law came to save her but
was shot by the army.
She was later rescued
by the freedom fighters.
Fighter
Fazlul
Haque
Matubbar said, ‘When the
Pakistani army entered
Faridpur on April 21,
on the night of April 22,
some youths from our area
attacked the Nagarkanda
police station and recused
all the weapons. The next
day a group of freedom
fighters was formed with
12-15 members under the
command of Abdul Aziz
Mia. After receiving this
information, the Pakistani
army came to attack Aziz
Miah’s house on April
30. Aziz Mia got the
news earlier and left the
house with all his family
members to a safe place.
The village of Agadia was
attacked when the Pakistani
army burned down his
house without finding
him. Fulmoti from Algadia
village was raped and left at

home by Pakistani troops.
We, the freedom fighters,
rescued her and took her to
the doctor.’
In 1971, the Pakistani
forces
attacked
the
women of Bangladesh in
a planned and systematic
way. Researcher Susan
Brownmiller said the rape
was in no way limited
to beauty or age. Every
woman from teenagers to
old was the victim of it.
The Pakistani army also
had an ideological basis
for this rape.

me to enter the house.
They accused me of not
fleeing seeing the Pakistani
soldiers. “ All the women
in the house said, “We ran
away. Why did not you?
We will not ruin the respect
of our family for you. You
better leave our house.”
There are many stories
of these Birangona (war
heroines)
and
abused
women in Bangladesh.
They are still unknown to
us. Rape during war and
genocide, when planned
rape becomes part of

Birangona, Photograph: Naib Uddin Ahmed
It can be seen in various
documents and documents
of the Pakistani army that
they also had the intention
to establish a new nation
through rape. According
to them, Bengalis are not
true Muslims, they have
Hindu characteristics. They
intended to make Bengali
women pregnant through
rape, to build a true Muslim
generation.
Researchers
have discussed the plan in
detail in some ways.
After the independence
of the country, the title of
Birangona was given to
the tortured women by the
government. Bangabandhu
also conveyed the highest
respect to these Birangona
(war heroines) in his
speech. He urged everyone
to give them due respect
and not to disrespect.
Though, socially, they face
various problems. Fulmoti
said, “After the Pakistani
troops left, the freedom
fighters rescued me and
took me to the doctor. Later
I escaped from there. When
I returned to the village
after the war, my brothers
and nephews did not allow

war genocide, is called
genocidal rape. Fulmoti’s
story tells us about
genocidal rape. The history
of these Birangona (war
heroines) is also the history
of our Liberation War. If
their misery is unknown, a
large part of the Liberation
War will remain unknown
to us.
Date and place of interview:
November 16, 2018, home.

Artist: Pranesh Kumar
Mondol,Printed and
published by the department
Information and Publicity
of the Government of
Bangladesh
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Seminar on ‘Five Decades of Genocide: Recognition, Justice, and Calling of History’
A one-day seminar titled
‘Five Decades of Genocide:
Recognition, Justice, and
Calling of History’ was held
at the Bangla Academy’s
Shamsur Rahman Seminar
Room initiated by 1971:
Genocide-Torture Archive
and Museum and Research
Center
on
GenocideTorture and Liberation
War on the occasion of the
National Genocide Day on
March 29, 2021, Monday at
10.00 am.
State Minister for Cultural
Affairs KM Khalid, MP
was present as the Chief
Guest in the first session
of the two sessions of the
seminar. The main article
was presented by Shahriar
Kabir, Trustee of Genocide
Museum,
writer,
and
journalist.
President of the Genocide
Museum, historian, and
Bangabandhu
Chair
Professor of the Chittagong
University
Muntassir
Mamoon unveiled the
wraps off 8 new genocidemass killing fields and
mass grave district surveys
published by the Genocide
Museum and discussed the
information of the survey
books in two sessions.
In the first session of
the program, certificates
were distributed in the 6th
PGT course conducted
by the Research Center
on Genocide-Torture and
Liberation War.
Mr. Shahriar Kabir, the
presenter of the main
article, said, “Religion,
caste, nationality, language,
region - whatever the
reason, recognition of the
genocide is essential to free
the world from the curse of
genocide. This recognition
will pay tribute to the
victims of the genocide as
well as pave the way for the
trial who are responsible
for the genocides. At the
same time, it will free the
history from the shame
of crime.” In the first
session, Hon’ble Minister
for Cultural Affairs, Mr.
KM Khalid, MP, said,
“Such an initiative is
being taken even after fifty
years of independence. If
everyone is equally aware
of protecting the history of
the Liberation War, then the
anti-independence forces
will not be able to rise again.
It will also be possible to
prevent the distortion of
the history of the great
Liberation War.” He recalls
the horrors of 1971. He
has given some examples
from his own life of how
the anti-liberation group
became active in politics in
the post-liberation period.
He praised Muntassir
Mamoon, Shahriar Kabir
and the research on the
history of genocide and
the trial of war criminals,
and for the establishment
of the museum. The title of
the second session was The
New Account of Genocide.
Hon’ble Minister of the
Ministry of Liberation War

Affairs Mr. A.K.M. was
present as the Chief Guest
in this session. Mozammel
Haque, MP, and Secretary
of
the
Ministry
of
Liberation War Affairs Mr.
Tapan Kanti Ghosh were
present as the distinguished
guests.
Author and researcher
Mamun Siddiqui, author,
and researcher Ahmed
Sharif,
and
Trustee
Secretery of Genocide
Museum Dr. Chowdhury
Shahid Kader presented
their
essays
in
the
second session. In the
second session, Hon’ble
Minister of the Ministry
of Liberation War Affairs
Mr. A.K.M. Mozammel
Haque praised the activities
of the genocide museum
and said, “No one will get
a chance to question the
number of martyrs in the
way the survey reveals new
genocide data. Now it is
the responsibility of all of
us to protect these places.”
He expressed satisfaction
over the overall work of
the Genocide Museum
and assured all kinds of
cooperation in the future. At
the beginning of his speech,
he discussed the role of
Bengalis in the Pakistan
movement and later the
oppressive behavior of
the Pakistani ruling class.
He said this freedom was
not achieved in one day.
Bangabandhu dreamt of a
happy Bangladesh. This
freedom was achieved after
a long struggle under his
leadership.
Distinguished
Guest
Secretary of the Ministry
of Liberation War Affairs
Mr. Tapan Kanti Ghosh
appreciated the survey
activities of the Genocide
Museum in his speech.
Chairman of Genocide
Museum
Muntassir
Mamoon said, “When
we conducted this survey
in a total of 28 districts
including 8 new ones,
we observed that we
know very little about the
Liberation War. Victory has
dominated our thoughts. If
we see the only victory, we
will not feel the pain of the
Liberation War. According
to the data we got from the
28 districts in the survey,
this number will be several
times higher than expected
in 64 districts. In that case,
the number of martyrs may
not be limited to 3 million.”
Professor Muntasir Mamun
also said, “There is politics
in genocide. In 1971,
Pakistan did these politics
to suppress us, to keep us
as a colony forever. And
now the ‘BNP-Jamaat’ has
politicized the genocide.
After 1971, BNP founder
Ziaur Rahman and later his
wife Khaleda Zia, Hussain
Muhammad Ershad wanted
to erase the genocide. The
reason is, their politics
cannot exist if the history of
genocide remains. Because
they were doing politics to
fulfill the Pakistani agenda

in the Pakistani style. When
it comes to genocide, it
comes down to al-Badr,
al-Shams, or Razakars,
or anyone else who is
involved in genocide. “
The presenters of the
second session detailed the
activities of the Genocide
Museum. The district
survey and genocide index
conducted by the genocide
museum is also changing
the history of the Liberation
War. In their speeches, they
highlighted the information
obtained from the district
survey. The digital archives
and collections of the
museum are also discussed
before the audience. Also,
the speakers spoke about
the need for the genocide
denial law.
The 1971 genocide-torture
archives and museum
survey
revealed
new
information about the
genocide perpetrated by
the Pakistani forces across
the country during the
Liberation War of 1971.
Newly, 7245 incidents
of genocide and torture
have been reported in
Dinajpur,
Thakurgaon,
Munshiganj, Chittagong,
Chapainawabganj,
Naogaon, Gazipur, and
Tangail. So far, the
Genocide Museum has
completed
28
district
surveys, including these
8 new district surveys.
Earlier, the information
obtained in 20 districts was:
5121 genocides, 404 mass
killing fields, 502 mass
graves, and 547 torture
centers, total = 6574.
According
to
the
preliminary survey in 28
districts: genocide: 11356,
mass killing fields: 654,
mass graves: 846, and
torture centers: 998. Total
= 13854.
Mozammel
Biswas
surveyed the Dinajpur
district. The results of the
survey conducted by him
in Dinajpur district are as
follows: Genocide: 1726,
Mass killing fields: 32,
Mass Grave: 34, Torture
Center: 65, Total = 1857.
Shahadat Parvez surveyed
the Munshiganj district.
Before the survey, 13
genocides were reported
in the district. The results
of
Shahadat
Parvez’s
survey are Genocide: 145,
Mass killing field: 7, Mass
Grave: 65, Torture Center:
17, Total = 234.
Md. Abdus Salam also
surveyed
Thakurgaon.
The results of the survey
conducted by Md. Abdus
Salam in Thakurgaon
district are Genocide: 409,
Mass killing field: 13, Mass
Grave: 14, Torture Center:
11, Total = 447.
Researcher Dr. Chowdhury
Shahid Kader surveyed
the district of Chittagong.
The results of the survey
conducted by Chowdhury
Shahid Kader are Genocide:
603, Mass killing field: 95,

Mass Grave: 62, Torture
Center: 88, Total = 848.
Dr.
Mahbubur
Rahman surveyed the
Chapainawabganj district.
The results of the survey
conducted by Dr. Mahbubur
Rahman are: Genocide:
512, Mass killing field: 11,
Mass Grave: 51, Torture
Center: 30, Total = 604

Mamun Tarafdar surveyed
the Tangail district. The
results of his survey are
Genocide:
545,
Mass
killing field: 16, Mass
Grave: 76, Torture Center:
23, Total = 660.
Ali
Chayed
surveyed
Gazipur district. The results
of his survey are Genocide:
692, Mass killing field: 29,

Mass Grave: 23, Torture
Center: 26, Total = 772.
Azharul
Azad
Jewel
surveyed the Naogaon
district. The results of the
Naogaon district survey
are Genocide: 1600, Mass
killing field: 51, Mass
Grave: 18, Torture Center:
154, Total = 660.

Mr. K. M. Khalid, MP, Hon’ble State Minister of Cultural Affairs was present with the
trainees in the certifiate distribution ceremonies of 6th PGT Course. Dr. Muntassir Mamoon,
Chairman of Musuem Trust and Mr. Shahriar Kabir, trustee, writer and journalist were
present.

Hon’ble State Minister of Cultural Affairs Mr. K. M. Khalid, MP is unveiling the package of
Genocide Index Series at the seminar. Genocide Museum Muntassir Mamoon and trustee,
writer and journalist Shahriar Kabir also present there.

Mr. A.K.M. Mozammel Haque, MP, Hon’ble Minister of the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs is
unveiling the cover of the Genocide Survey book at the seminar. Mr. Tapan Kanti Ghosh, Secretary,
Ministry of Liberation War Affairs, Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, Chairman of Museum, and Dr. Murshida
Binte Rahman were also present.

Mr. Tapan Kanti Ghosh, Secretary of the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs is speaking at the seminar.
Mr. A.K.M. Mozammel Haque, MP, Hon’ble Minister of the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs and Dr.
Muntassir Mamoon, Chairman of Musuem were present.
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Special discussion on the occasion of International
Holocaust Remembrance Day

Online discussion on the occasion of International Holocaust Remembrance Day. (from the top right)
Mr. Shahriar Kabir, Trustee and writer, Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, Chairman of Trustee, Chowdhury
Shahid Kader, Trustee Secretary. (from bottom right) Mr. Manas Ghosh, Journalist, India and Tapan
Kanti Ghosh, Secretary of Ministry of Liberation War Affairs.

A special online discussion
has been held on the
occasion of International
Holocaust Remembrance
Day on January 27, 2021, at
7 pm at the initiative of the
Genocide Museum. Writer
and journalist Shahriar
Kabir read the main article.
Secretary of the Ministry of
Liberation War Affairs Tapan
Kanti Ghosh was present
as a guest and Professor
Muntassir Mamoon presided
over the function. Eminent
journalist Manas Ghosh,
who received the ‘Liberation
War Friendship Award’
from India, has joined the
program as a special guest.
the program was anchored
by Dr. Chowdhury Shahid
Kader.
Every year on January 27,
the International Holocaust
Remembrance
Day
is
observed around the world
to commemorate the people
who lost their lives in the
Nazi genocide. Various
countries and organizations
of the world, including the
United Nations, organized

various programs on the
Holocaust and genocide
through separate or joint
programs.
The
main
theme of the Holocaust
Remembrance Day-2021
was: Facing the Aftermath:
Recovery and Reconstitution
after the Holocaust.
The keynote speaker Mr.
Shahriar Kabir started his
speech by remembering
and paying homage to the
people who lost their lives
in all genocides of the world
including the Holocaust
and Bangladesh genocide.
Citing the United Nations,
he called on all to speak out
against the genocide and
distortion of history. The
fascist ideology that led to
the genocide in Germany,
it was the same ideology
that Jamaat-e-Islami and
Maududi hold in 1971 or
earlier. He called on all
to come forward for the
international
recognition
of the genocide and join
the movement in different
creative ways.
Special guest journalist

Manas Ghosh recalled
the genocide of 1971 in
his speech. He shared the
incidents of genocide that he
witnessed himself.
Chief Guest Secretary of the
Ministry of Liberation War
Affairs Tapan Kanti Ghosh
in his speech described a
memory of a Birangona
(war heroine) as well as how
various civic movements
including
the
Nirmul
Committee fought against
oblivion. He also mentioned
various initiatives of this
government to develop the
spirit of the Liberation War.
Dr. Muntassir Mamoon said
about the participation of
the new generation in the
struggle for recognition of
genocide in Bangladesh.
He also emphasized the
importance of building
archives
to
preserve
the history and prevent
distortion of history in
genocide and the Liberation
War.

Poster of the Genocide Museum
on the occasion of International
Holocaust Remembrance Day
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On the Occasion of Genocide Day, a Special Discussion Program and
Candle Lighting Program was Held at the Genocide Museum

Professor Sadhan Ranjan Ghosh, Treasurer of Khulna University is speaking on the discussion
program. Essayists Sohul Ahmed, Abul Bashar, Bidisha Haque and Trustee Shankar Mallick were
present there.

On the occasion of Genocide
Day, a special discussion
program titled ‘Genocide
and Politics:1971’ was
organized by the Genocide
Museum at 4.30 pm on
March 25, 2021. The
event was held at the
Genocide Museum. Author
and
researcher
Sohul
Ahmed read the keynote
address; Discussed by
Abul Bashar, Lecturer,
Khulna University; Bidisha
Haque, Lecturer, Khulna
University
discussed
the title. The program
was presided over by

Professor Sadhan Ranjan
Ghosh, Treasurer, Khulna
University.
Amal Kumar Gain, teacher
of BL College and trustee
of Genocide Museum gave
a welcome speech on the
occasion. The program
was conducted by Shankar
Kumar Mallick, teacher of
BL College and trustee of
Genocide Museum.
During the program, the
essayist discussed domestic
and global politics related
to the genocide. At the same
time, the politics of denial

and acceptance centered
on genocide, especially in
Bangladesh, is discussed.
The subsequent speakers
presented various reviews
of the article, as well as the
possibilities and limitations
of the subject matter raised
in the article.
At the end of the discussion,
a candle lighting walk
was also observed by the
Genocide Museum in
memory of the three lakh
martyrs.

In memory of the martyrs of 1971, the Genocide Museum organized a candle walk.

The concluding session of the Seventh Post Graduation Training (PGT)

A post-graduation training
(PGT)
course
titled
‘Genocide and Liberation
War 1971’ is being
conducted regularly from
the research center. After
Khulna, Rajshahi, Dinajpur,
Barisal, Comilla, and Dhaka,
the seventh batch of training
courses were held in Jessore.
The course was also started
on Secondary and Higher
Secondary
Education
Board, Jessore from 11
December 2020. At the end
of the month-long class, the
concluding session of the
training course was held on
09 January 2021.
State Minister of Ministry
of Local Government,
Rural Development and Cooperatives, Babu Swapan
Bhattacharjee MP was
present as the guest of honor
at the concluding ceremony.
Appreciating the program,
the Hon’ble State Minister
expressed his gratitude to
all concerned and assured

his full cooperation in the
subsequent activities.
Mollah Amir Hossain,
Jessore Board of Secondary
and Higher Secondary
Education Chairman gave a
welcome speech; Murshida
Bintey Rahman, associate
professor of Jagannath
University gave a speech of

greet.
Nasir Uddin Yusuf Bachchu,
the renowned filmmaker
was present as a special
guest.
Supreme
Court
Justice (Retd.), Shamsuddin
Chowdhury Manik presided
over the function. The
speakers mentioned that
this training will play an

important role in creating
new researchers and writing
the real history of the
Liberation War. A total of 110
trainees including teachers,
writers, and researchers
from different colleges and
secondary schools took part
in the course.

On the concluding session of the 7th Post Graduation Training. Mr. Babu Swapan Bhattacharjee, MP,
Hon’ble State Minister of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Mr. Nasir Uddin
Yusuf Bachchu, Filmmaker, Supreme Court Justice (Retd.) Shamsuddin Chowdhury Manik and Mr.
Mollah Amir Hossen, Chairman of Jessore Board of Education were present.
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Professor Muntassir Mamoon has been appointed to the
Post of ‘Bangabandhu Chair’ of Chittagong University
Muntassir Mamoon, the
retired professor of history at
the University of Dhaka and
a two-term ‘Bangabandhu
Chair’ professor, has been
appointed to the post of
‘Bangabandhu Chair’ at
Chittagong University. He
will research Bangabandhu
and Bangladesh from this
post for the next two years.
He was also appointed to the
post at the 529th Syndicate
Meeting of Chittagong
University on February 27,
2021.
Muntassir Mamoon was
born on 24 May 1951 in
Dhaka. He passed SSC from
Port Street High School,
Chittagong in 1966, and HSC
from Chittagong College in
1968. He obtained his BA
(Hons) from the Department
of History, the University
of Dhaka in 1972, and his
MA in 1974. He obtained
his Ph.D. degree from the
University of Dhaka in
1973.
Muntassir Mamoon joined
the University of Dhaka
as a lecturer in the history
department on 31 October
1974. He was promoted
to the post of Assistant
Professor on 1 February
1980, Associate Professor
on 25 December 1986, and
Professor on 18 February
1991. He went on retirement
leave from the university on
June 30, 2016. On 16 August
2017, he was appointed to
the post of ‘Bangabandhu
Chair’ of the University of
Dhaka. Until October 2019,
he held this position for two
terms.
Muntassir Mamoon is
well known as a writer,
educator, and historian. He
has researched about the
history of Dhaka. Some
of his notable works areLife and Society in East
Bengal: 1857-1905, (1986);
Unish Sotoker Purba Benga
(1986), Kali Prasanna
Ghosh (1989), Puran Dhaka
(1989), etc.
Muntassir Mamoon has
built various organizations.
He has established the

only Genocide Museum
in Bangladesh and South
Asia. He is also the founder
of the Bangladesh History
Congress.
It is to note that for
researching the glorious life
and fame of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and to preserve his memory,
it was decided to launch
‘Bangabandhu Chair’ at
the 510th meeting of the
Syndicate at Chittagong
University on 27 August
2017.
On March 15, 2021,
Professor
Muntassir
Mamoon took charge as
the ‘Bangabandhu Chair’ of
Chittagong University (CU).
On the occasion of his
joining, a reception was
organized at the central
library auditorium of the
university. On the occasion,
Muntassir Mamoon said,
“An organization survives
for the people, if it works
positively, that organization
can be established well. My

door will always be open
for those who want to work
with Bangabandhu and
Bangladesh.”
He also added, “We are
violating the rules of our
autonomy in many ways,”
We are being looked
down upon today because
we have been given the
opportunity.
We
have
to remember that even
though we are supporters
of the government, we
are teachers. As teachers,
we also have to fulfill our
responsibilities. If you want
to be a good teacher, you
have to study and do good
research.
Speaking on the occasion,
Vice-Chancellor of the
University Shirin Akhtar
said, “We have been looking
for a qualified researcher
for over a year. We believe
that we have been able to
give the responsibility of
this chair to a competent
person who will take the
Bangabandhu chair a long
way through his merit.”

No 5

Webinar Titled ‘Genocide, Memorialization, and the Role
of Museum’

On the occasion of
Independence
Day,
on 26 March 2021, a
webinar titled ‘Genocide,
Memorialization, and the
Role of Museum’ was held at
9.00 pm [Bangladesh time].
The event was supposed to
be live on Facebook, but due
to special circumstances, it
was held on Zoom. Later
the program was uploaded
online.
Representatives from four
countries were present at
the event, which focused
on the role of museums
in preserving the memory
of the genocide. Tatiana
Saproniak from the National
Museum of Holodomor
in Ukraine, Dong Kyu,
a history teacher at the
Royal University of Phnom

Penh in Cambodia, Jayita
Bhattacharya, a researcher
at the Observer Research
Foundation of India, and
President of the Bangladesh
Genocide Museum Dr.
Muntassir Mamoon. Writer
and
researcher
QUazi
Sajjad Ali Zahir Bir Pratik
conducted the program.
At the event, Tatiana
Saproniak gave a short
account of the Holodomor
genocide. Their museum
At the event, Tatiana
Saproniak gave a brief
description
of
the
Holodomor genocide. She
also mentioned how their
museum is presenting
that genocide. Dong Kyu
emphasized the history of
the Cambodian genocide,

as well as the need for a
museum to commemorate
the
genocide.
Jayita
Bhattacharya
discusses
the role of museums.
Dr. Muntassir Mamoon
highlighted the politics and
history of the establishment
of the Genocide Museum.
He also mentioned the
context in which the
museum was established.
Here he discusses the
tendency to deny genocide.
The
speakers
pledged
to build a world free of
genocide. They showed
respect and reverence for
the memory of the people
of the world who lost their
lives in all the genocides,
and
also
considered
appropriate punishment for
the genocide.

An online discussion on the occasion of Independence Day. (from top left) Lt. Col. (Retd.) Quazi Sajjad
Ali Zahir Bir Protik, Trustee of the Museum; Duong Keo, faculty of History at the Royal University
of Phnom Penh, Cambodia; (from the bottom left) Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, Chairman of Museum,
Tatiana Saproniak, the National Museum of Holodomor in Ukraine and Joyeeta Bhattacharjee,
researcher at the Observer Research Foundation of India.

Secretary of the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs visited the
Genocide Museum

On the afternoon of 07
January 2021, Mr. Tapan
Kanti Ghosh, Hon’ble
Secretary of Ministry of
Liberation War Affairs,
Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh
visited the only Genocide
Archive
and
Museum
in South Asia located in
Khulna.
The President of the
Genocide Museum Trust,
Dr. MuntasSir Mamoon
welcomed the Hon’ble
Secretary while arriving
at the museum. He visited
every gallery of the
Genocide Museum and
saw the inventories of
the genocide in 1971. He
expressed his gratitude to the
Genocide Museum for its

relentless work in collecting then visited the Genocide
genocide inventories and Museum at Sonadanga.
data as the only genocide Then he visited the Research
museum in South Asia. He Center on Genocide-Torture
also expressed his hopes and Liberation War and
about the museum will play a also had a meeting with and
significant role in spreading exchanged greetings the
the spirit of the Liberation President of the Genocide
War and spreading the Museum Trust, Dr. Muntasir
ideological foundation of Mamoon.
Bangabandhu’s dream of Honorary Adviser of the
building Bangladesh.
Genocide Museum Trust,
He also assured all possible Gazi Saleh Uddin; Associate
cooperation
from
the Professor at Jagannath
Ministry of Liberation War University,
Murshida
Affairs to the Genocide Bintey Rahman; Trustee
Museum and the Center Secretary,
Chowdhury
for Genocide-Torture and Shahid Kader; Trustee
Liberation War Research.
Shankar Kumar Mallick,
Mr. Tapan Kanti Ghosh, Hon’ble Secretary of the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs; Dr. Muntassir
Mamoon, Chairman of Museum, Dr. Gazi Saleh Uddin, advisory member, Genocide Museum,
The Hon’ble Secretary first Trustee Amal Kumar Gain,
Dr. Murshida Binte Rahman and SM. Rasel Islam Nur, Khulna District Nezarat Deputy Collector
visited the Museum building and other dignitaries was
inspected the under-constructed building of the Genocide Museum.
under construction at South present during the visit of the
Central Road, Khulna, and Honorable Secretary.
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