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Shining Children of The Nation
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henever and wherever a genocide
has been carried out for
the purpose of eliminating or suppressing any
group of people (ethnic,
religious, national, etc.),
the intellectuals of the
oppressed group are the
targets. Different levels of
oppression come down on
them, sometimes there are
jailed or even killed. They
are oppressed and suppressed on different levels,
sometimes they are jailed,
even killed. Systemic
oppression of intellectuals
is a common tendency of
almost every genocidal act
of the last century. Nazi
Germany also systematically oppressed intellectuals. Thus, when Pakistani
armed forces initiated the
genocide in 1971, one of
their primary targets were
the intellectuals of the then
East Pakistan.
A close observation of

nine-months of the Liberation War reveals that the
killing of intellectuals was
started on 25th March, immediately after Operation
Searchlight, and systematic
torture, persecution, and
banning from the offices
were carried out throughout the whole period of
War. Anthony Lewis wrote
in the New York Times,
‘specific target of the army
is intellectuals and those
who shape public opinionphysicians, professors,
students, and writers.’
Anthony Mascarenhas, in
his renowned book named
‘Rape of Bangladesh’,
identified the killing of
intellectuals as a part of
‘planned genocide’.
There were several reasons
behind the atrocities
committed against intellectuals. Firstly, throughout
the whole Pakistan-period
intellectuals were very vocal and active against the

exploitation and oppression of the Pakistani ruling
elite. From the language
movement of 1952 to the
non-cooperation movement of 1971, the thoughts
and actions of intellectuals
played a great role in the
emergence of Bangali
Nationalism. Secondly,
their anti-imperial position
is another reason.
Thirdly, as we know that
to make a nation crippled and incompetent, its
intellectuals must be killed
or oppressed. So, when the
perpetrators realized that
the defeat is inescapable,
they became reckless, as
evidenced by the events of
14 December 1971. One
of the detainees, a member
of Al-Badr, claimed that
they would kill almost all
intellectuals if they got
some more days.
Al-Badr, a paramilitary
force composed of Jamaat-e-Islami and Bihari,

Medical equipment of martyred intellectual Dr. Abul Fayez Mohammad Abdul Alim Chowdhury.

actively helped the Pakistani Army in intellectuals
killing. Al-Shams, another
paramilitary force, played
a major role in the abduction and extermination.
According to a researcher,
‘the historical animosity
towards Hindu community
of Abul A’la Maududi and
Jamaat-e-Islami was the
poisonous root of genocide
and intellectual killing in
1971. Jamaat formed AlBadr, Al-Shams, and Peace
Committee (collaborators
of Army) based on this
antipathy.’
The Pakistani force and
their allies brutally killed
intellectuals, especially
those who became the victims in the last phase of the
war. Someone’s finger was
cut off, someone’s eyes
were removed, someone’s
heart were cut off. Witnessing the brutality, a foreign
journalist remarked, ‘It’s
not only utterly shocking
but we are ashamed that
we belong to human race
which is capable of doing
this’
It was not possible to
estimate the exact number
of martyred intellectuals. However, according
to Banglapedia, 991 of
them were academics or
teachers, 13 journalists,
49 doctors, 42 lawyers, 9
writers, 5 engineers, and
others.
The Genocide Museum has
built a gallery in the memory of martyred intellectuals. Memorials and used
items of some prominent
intellectuals are being
displayed there. The names

The tie and diary of the martyred intellectual Shahidullah
Kaiser.
are as follows: Martyred
intellectual Munier Choudhury, Shahidullah Kaiser,
Nizamuddin Ahmed, Selina Parvin, Sirajuddin Hossain, Jyotirmoy Guhathakurta, Ghyasuddin Ahmed,
Abdul Alim Chowdhury,
Shamsujjaman.
Mohammad Munier Choudhury was an
academic, playwright,
literary critic, linguist,
and a famous orator. He
actively participated in all

important movements of
the Pakistan-period. He
wrote the play ‘Kabar’ on
Language Movement. AlBadr abducted him from
his house on 14 December
1971 and probably killed
him on that day. His used
panjabi [attire] is preserved
and is displayed in the
museum. Asif Munier, son
of Munier Choudhury,
donated the attire on behalf
of the martyred family.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

The book used by the martyred intellectual Professor Ghyasuddin Ahmed.

Remarks on Genocide Museum

This archive contains the saddest chapter of our
Liberation War; killings, genocide, rape, torture.
Who will visit is the museum will feel the grief,
resentment and tears of that genocide. I really
hope, through this museum
the history of the Liberation War of Bangladesh
will be pass on from generation to generatio. I
also convey my heartiest gratitude to the initiator.
Nuzhat Chowdhury
20.05.2017

Asif Munir (from left), son of martyred intellectual Munier Choudhury; Late Sumon Zahid, son of martyred intellectual Selina
Parvin; and Nuzhat Chowdhury, daughter of martyred intellectual Dr. Alim Chowdhury are visiting the Genocide Museum.
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Exhibition of Genocide Museum

Editorial
Wishing everyone a very happy victory day. The Genocide
Museum is working to highlight the painful history through
which the historical victory in the liberation struggle of
1971 was achieved after the barbaric and brutal genocide
and torture. The emergence of the independent state of Bangladesh has taken place mainly by the struggle against this
genocide and torture. As a result, this victory is associated
with the history of the blood of three million martyrs, the
history of the sexual violence of about six lakhs’ women.
In order to make the victory meaningful, after 5 decades of
independence, and to realize the spirit of victory, the history
of genocide should be studied next to the history of victory,
through which the hidden voice of marginalized people
would be disclosed. The Genocide Museum believes that in
building a society and state based on the spirit of the liberation war, this history must be realized and spread among
the people. There can be no alternative but to present this
history to the new generation if we want to implement the
dream of Bangabandhu’s Sonar Bangla.
On the occasion of the 49th victory of Bangladesh, Genocide Museum is going to publish a special Newsletter. ‘Representation of Victory in Cartoons’ is our special feature for
this special issue. Caricatures or cartoons are an important
means of highlighting any contemporary social or political
event. In 1971, many newspapers of the country and abroad
published innumerable cartoons centering on the liberation
war. The report has been made with only 6 cartoons out of
such numerous cartoons; Only those in which the victory of
Bangladesh or the defeat of the Pakistanis was highlighted
have been selected. The cartoons have been published in
Joybangla, Jugantar, Anandabazar Patrika, The Indian Express, Amritbazar Patrika and Victoria Advocate.
The thoughts of the new generation about the liberation war
have also been added to a special issue. For us, listening
to the feelings and thoughts of the new generation towards
liberation was is an important tool for writing people-oriented history. We hope that we will be able to present the
thoughts of the common people about the war of liberation
and genocide in various creative ways.
The cover story in this issue is about the museum’s Martyred Intellectual Gallery (Shahid Buddhijibi Gallery).
The Martyred Intellectuals Gallery has been built with the
memorials of the martyred intellectuals who lost their lives
in the liberation war. The Genocide Museum is constantly
working to enrich this gallery and seeks everyone’s help in
this endeavor.
The victory is being celebrated at a time when the global
Corona pandemic has yet to recover. With the blow of the
pandemic, we have lost many talented people from our
intellectual and cultural arena. In the month of this victory,
the heroic freedom fighter Captain Akram Ahmed Bir Uttam
left us after being attacked by Corona. He was an honorary
adviser to the Genocide Museum. His departure has left us
with no guardian. The Genocide Museum pays homage to
this fearless fighter.
There are also regular sections. ‘Jhaudanga Genocide’ is
discussed in the Bangladeshi Genocide section. The survey
of the Rajshahi district has been discussed in the district
survey section. The research work titled ‘Genocide-Torture
and Mass Grave Survey: Rajshahi District’ was conducted
by Dr. Md. Mahbubur Rahman and Tahsina Sharmin. The
Herrero-Nama genocide in Namibia has been discussed in
the section ‘Genocide around the World’. The genocide,
perpetrated by colonial German forces, is recognized as the
first genocide of the last century. The book titled ‘Bengali
Nationalism and the Emergence of Bangladesh: An Introductory Outline’ by A.F. Salah Uddin Ahmed is reviewed.
We hope, on the edge of Fifty years of independence, our
history will be spread in many faces, in many voices, in
many tunes; This history will become the history of the
people.
Equality, Fraternity and Social Justice - In the hope of
implementing these three-basic spirits of the Liberation War,
we wish everyone a very happy victory day again.

From Archive

Nine corpses dug out from a mango orchard in Noapara.
June 1971. Photo: The Statesman Magazine

Motor Cycle used by the Razakar in the Genocide

During the Liberation War, the
Razakar forces (collaborators of
the Pakistan Army) occupied Shri
Girindranath Ghosh’s house, located
on the west of the Jessore-Keshabpur highway near the old bus stand
of Monirampur Upazila in Jessore.
They set up a camp there which
eventually became a torture center.
The Pakistani soldiers used to stay
here now and then. Throughout 1971,
they perpetrated massive genocide in
the area from this torture center. Atiar
Sheikh, Md. Mohiuddin and many
others use to lead this camp. The
camp was very near to Monirampur
Sadar and the bus stand, and was one
of the main torture centers. Freedom

fighters and common people were
tortured, and women were raped
and killed by the Razakars and the
Pakistani army day after day here.
Martyred Akram was detained in this
torture center for 7 days and later
he was brutally killed. A motorcycle
used by Anil Kumar Ghosh, the son
of Girindrath Ghosh was used by the
Razakar forces to carry out genocide
in Monirampur and its surroundings
and to capture people from different
places.
Anil Kumar Ghosh’s sons Biplob
Kumar Ghosh and Debashish Kumar
Ghosh donated this motorcycle to
the Genocide Museum on 05 August
2019 as a memento of the

genocide and torture of 1971.
Professor Muntassir Mamoon,
president, Genocide Museum, Dr.
Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Trustee Secretary, Anil Kumar Ghosh’s
two sons Biplob Kumar Ghosh and
Debashish Kumar Ghosh, Mr. Amal
Kumar Gain, trustee of the
Genocide Museum, and other friends
of Genocide Museum were also
present on the occasion.
The motorcycle is currently on
display at the Genocide Museum.
Reporter: Rokonuzzaman Babul

During handing over the motorcycle, the President of the Museum Trust, Prof. Muntassir Mamoon; Trustee Secretary,
Chowdhury Shahid Kader; Anil Kumar Ghosh’s two sons Biplob Kumar Ghosh and Debashish Kumar Ghosh; Trustee of the
Genocide Museum Amal Kumar Gain.
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Ahmed Sharif, Muktijuddhe Gonohottar Prokriti O Sorup: 1971, March 2020
Mohammad Fayek Uzzaman, Samprodayikota Theke Janggibaad, Vasha Andolon, 2.
Muktijuddho O Bangabandhu, May 2019
3.
3. Mamun Siddiqui and Ahmed Sharif, Gonohotta Nirganto Porichiti, September 2018
4. Mamun Siddiqui and Ahmed Sharif, Gonohotta Nirganto O Jorip Porichiti, Novem- 4.
ber 2019
5.
Survey Publications
5. Ahmed Sharif, Gonohotta-Boddhovhumi O Gonokabar Jorip: Nilphamari District, 6.
7.
February 2018
6. Rita Bhowmik, Gonohotta-Boddhovhumi O Gonokabar Jorip: Narayanganj District, 8.
9.
February 2018
10.
7. Ahmed Sharif, Gonohotta-Boddhovhumi O Gonokabar Jorip: Bogra District,
February 2018
1.
2.

www.facebook.com/genocidemuseumbd
Genocide Index:

Mithun Saha, Hatia Genocide, March 2015
Munira Jahan Sumi, Kathipara Genocide, March
2015
Md. Roknuzzaman Khan, Jagatpur Genocide,
March 2015
Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Unosottor Para Genocide, March 2015
Ahmed Sharif, Balarkhail Genocide, March 2015
Azharul Azad Jewel, Bahla Genocide, March 2015
Ali Akbar Tabi, Kalyanpur Genocide, March 2015
8. Tapan Palit, Panchgaon Genocide, March 2015
9. Gouranga Nandi, Deyara Genocide, March 2015
10. Munira Jahan Sumi, Besaikhan Genocide,
March 2015

New Exhibition of Genocide Museum

Martyred intellectual Shamsuzzaman’s favorite coat, shirt, visiting card, stamp in his name issued by the government of
Bangladesh, passport,
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Genocide Across the World
Hereo-Nama Genocide: First-Genocide of
the 20th Century

Jhaudanga Genocide, Satkhira

The signs of atrocities carried
out by the Pakistani army in
1971 are scattered all over
Bangladesh. There is hardly
any village, any area in the
country which does not bleed
by the fierce clutches of the
Pakistani Army. Jhaudanga
of Satkhira also bears sore
experience.
Satkhira is a border district in
the south-west of Bangladesh.
Jhaudanga Union is located
12 km north of the district and
the India-Bangladesh border
is 6 km west away from the
Jhaudanga Market. On 21
May 1971, the Pakistani forces
carried out a hellish genocide
here.
On May 20, some refugee
families left Chuknagar very
early in the morning to move
towards India and halt at Trimohoni, 12-13 km west from
Keshabpur in Jessore to spend
the night there. They started
their journey again the next
morning. After crossing Saraskathi, Dhandia, and Kshetra
Para they reached Jhaudanga
Bazar (market) in Sadar Upazila of Satkhira district. Thousands of refugees were mostly
from Batiaghata in Khulna,
Dumuria, Maniharampur in
Jessore, Fakirhat in Bagerhat,
Rampal, and Firojpur.
Two Pakistani army trucks
were heading towards Satkhira
from Jessore, while a large
group of the refugees was
crossing the Jhaudanga market. Seeing the Pakistani army,
they fled wherever they could.
But Motiar Rahman, a supporter of the Muslim League
(collaborators of the Pakistani
army), told the Pakistani
army that “they are India’s
agents. Among them there are
freedom fighters and they are
fleeing to India with arms,
money, and gold.” Hearing
Motiar Rahman, the Pakistani
army quickly marched towards
Gobindkathi village, halfway
to Jhaudanga Bazar (mar-

From library

ket), and took position on the
culvert.
The refugees tried to flee when
they saw the Pakistani troops
coming from the highway. The
Pakistani Army gathered the
fleeing people on a culvert and
killed them all in a brushfire.
Gyandananda Biswas, a lucky
survivor from the incident
said, “In just over an hour,
5-6 Pakistani soldiers killed
hundreds of people indiscriminately on that day. At first, they
fired with machine guns; then
shot on the people hiding on
the slopes on another side of
the road.
When the Pakistani army left
Jhaudanga, the refugees hiding
in the vicinity resumed their
journey leaving blood, screams
of people, and countless dead
behind. Refugee Niranjan
Kumar Roy testified the heartbreaking incident, ‘on that day
I saw a child on the breast of
its dead mother still trying to
suck his mother’s breast.’
About 300 people were martyred in the Jhaudanga genocide on that day. Their names
could not be identified as many
of them were from Khulna,
Bagerhat, Pirojpur, and Barisal
districts. But even after so
many years of independence,
the Jhaudanga genocide site
remains in negligence and
unmarked.
At present, there is a 2-3
storied building at the place
of genocide and mass graves.
Even there is no sign of that
culvert. But, still, the screams
and cries of the oppressed
people are echoing in the air
of Jhaudanga. The tragic grief
of May 21 is still alive in the
lament of the eyewitnesses.
Information about the book
Author: Shankar Mallick
Punishing Date: September
2017
Pages: 42, Price: 150 taka.

Between 1904-1908, a systematic and planned genocide took
place in what is now called
Namibia, which is known to
be the first genocide of the
twentieth century. Within the
period more than 80% of the
Herero population and 50% of
the Nama population of Namibia were killed by German
colonizers.
In the 19th century Namibia,
situated in Southern Africa,
was populated by several
ethnic groups, such as the San,
Damara, Ovambo, Nama, and
Herero. Among them, Nama
and Herero were the largest.
The area, i.e., Namibia was
invaded by Germany between
1884 and established their
colony within 1884-94. The
semiarid territory was more

Herero revolted under the
leadership of Samuel Maherero. They attacked a German
garrison at Okahandja. The
rebels had laid siege to the
German fort and killed a few
settlers and soldiers.
Maj. Theodor Leutwein as
a military commander and
governor of the colony was
in charge of the German
response. As Germans were
outnumbered, he wanted a
negotiation with the rebels.
But Berlin wanted a military
response instead of negotiation. His troops were forced
into a retreat on April 13, and
afterward Maj. Leutwein was
relieved of duty. Instead, Gen.
Lothar von Trotha was appointed. He was a veteran in a
situation like this, especially in
the colonial world.

A few fortunate survivor from Herero race .

than twice as large as Germany, yet it had only a fraction of
the population. In contrast to
Germany’s other African colonies, it offered little promise
for large-scale mineral or agricultural extractions. Instead,
it became Germany’s only real
settler colony. The discovery
of diamonds in 1894 increased
the interest of colonizers. By
1903 some 3000 Germans
had settled in the center of the
colony. These new settlements
disrupted and change the
socio-economic situation and
structure of the then area.
The systematic confiscation
of native land evicted native,
especially local farmers, from
their land. Such policy infuriates the colonized and results
in an anti-colonial struggle.
On January 12, 1904, the

General Trotha was sent to
Namibia in June 1904. On
a morning of August 1904,
Trotha ordered his well-armed
troops to attack. In contrast to
the well-armed military force,
there were 40 thousand Herero, but only 5000 armed. Herero was defeated badly. They
were forced to escape into the
Kalahari. In this exodus to
British Bechuanaland, many
thousands of men, women,
and children eventually died
of thirst.
German soldiers poisoned the
waterholes and were ordered
to fire on any Herero attempting to return from the desert.
The waterholes were poisoned
so that the Herero cannot drink
water, and if they try,

SEE PAGE 5 COL 3

Hereo-Nama Genocide

1. Conrad, Sebastian. German Colonialism: A Short History. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2012
2. Kuss, Susanne. German Colonial Wars and the Context of Military Violence. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2017
3. Lemarchand, René. Forgotten Genocides: Oblivion, Denial, and Memory. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011
4. Bachmann, Klaus. Genocidal Empires: German Colonialism in Africa and the Third Reich.
Berlin: Peter Lang, 2018.
5. Bartrop, Paul R., editor. Encountering Genocide: Personal Accounts from Victims,
Perpetrators, and Witnesses. Santa Barbara, California: ABC-CLIO, 2014.

District Survey of Genocide Museum
Genocide, Killing Fields and Mass
Grave Survey: Rajshahi District

Throughout 1971, the Pakistani army and their allies,
such as Razakars, Al-Badr, AlShams, and Peace Committee
continued to genocide, torture,
rape, and arson to innocent
people all over the country.
Rajshahi district was no exception in this regard.
The book titled ‘Genocide-Mass Killing Field and
Mass Grave Survey: Rajshahi
District’ has explored the
genocide and torture perpetrated in Rajshahi by the Pakistani
army. The authors of the book
are Professor Md. Mahbubur
Rahman and Tahsina Sharmin.
The publications on genocide-torture revealed that
it does not contain much
information on genocide,
mass Killing Fields, and
mass graves. Even the census
report, published in 2011, has
mentioned that there are only
6 mass graves, 1 mass Killing
Field, and 4 memorials in the
Rajshahi district! But this is
very inconvenient information.
According to the previous publications and findings, there
are 18 mass Killing Fields and
mass graves in the district, but
after conducting field research,
a total of 156 genocides have
been identified. The study
details 27 genocides, 26 mass
graves, and 9 mass Killing
Fields. This number is about 6
times higher than the previous
findings.
The book also provides
eyewitness of the genocide,
interviews of the survivors,
relatives, freedom fighters,
and martyrs’ families. It also
provides detailed information
on brutality committed by the
Pakistani army. It analyses
the patterns of each genocide
based on Upazila and union.
A comparative discussion
between previous and current
findings is mentioned.

In every Upazila of Rajshahi
district, there are spots of
genocides, mass Killing Field,
mass graves, torture centers,
and graves of martyrs: 29 in
Rajshahi Sadar, 32 in Pabna,
14 in Godagari, 6 in Tanore, 6
in Mohanpur, 6 in Bagmara,
5 in Durgapur, 20 in Puthia, 21 in Charghat, and 2 in
Bhanga Upazila. The list is
not complete. Because in the
last five decades, many mass
Killing Fields and mass graves
have extinct. In many places,
residential and establishments
have been made. Most of the
graves of the martyrs have extinct by the river erosion. The
Pakistani forces also dumped
many bodies in the river. Even
then, the authors provide an
incomplete list of union-based
martyrs in this book, referring
to the graves of martyred
freedom fighters.
It is hard to find eyewitnesses
and the victims after 50 years
of the Liberation War. Many of
the memories have faded over
time. Besides, the political
position holds back to confess
those memories. Some do not
want to admit this because of
their political position. As a result, it is not possible to know
the actual number of the martyrs in the genocide, but this
study will be able to estimate
the intensity of the genocide in
the Rajshahi district in 1971.
We believe the research will
play an important role in further researches on the history
of the Liberation War.
Information about the Book
Name: Gonohotta-Boddhovumi O Gonokobor
Survey: Rajshahi District
Author: Dr. Md. Mahbubur
Rahman and
Tahsina Sharmin
Publication date: February
2018
Page: 128, Price: 200 tk.

Children are visiting the museum.
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Genocide Museum Publication

Bangali Nationalism and The Emergence of Bangladesh:
An Introductory outline

Dr. Muhammad Shahidullah
once said that ‘it is true that
there are Hindus and Muslims. But what is transcending
is that they are in essence
Bengali. This is a reality.
Nature with her hand has
stamped the indelible mark of
Bengali in such a manner on
our appearance and language
that it is no longer possible to
conceal it.’ But the nationalism that gave rise to an
independent state fell into the
clutches of identity politics
shortly after independence; At
that time, the word nationality
became an issue of political
debate.

ghal Empire, Nawab Alivardi
Khan, and Siraj-Uddaula or
Mir Jafar and Mir Qasim can
never be called Bengalis. The
modern concept of patriotism did not exist in that era
or there was no evidence of
national consciousness. The
development of nationalism
in this subcontinent was the
result of Western influence.
The educated class of this
country came in contact with
Western thought and became
acquainted with European
knowledge through English
education. European nationalism, democracy, and liberal
thought stirred the minds
of the educated class in this
country. This class played an
influential role in nationalist
thinking and uprisings. As
a result, people like Ram
Mohan Roy, Akshay Kumar
Datta, Radhakanta Deb,

After the regime of Bangabandhu, the ruling party demanded that the Bangladeshi
citizens should be known
as Bangladeshis instead of
Bengalis. A. F. Salahuddin

Ahmed, a well-known liberal,
free-thinker, and historian
from the Indian subcontinent,
has written a book to help
address the issue. The name
of the book is ‘Bengali Nationalism and The Emergence
of Bangladesh’. The book is
composed of the lectures, delivered by the author, on ‘Poet
Matiur Rahman Memorial
Lecture’ at Dhaka University.
Here the author discusses
Bangali nationalism and the
rise of Bangladesh in four
chapters.
In the first chapter, he sheds
light on the development
of national consciousness.
He showed that in 1947, the
Muslims of India formed a
separate state based on Islam.
The idea was that such a
state system would fulfill all
their hopes and aspirations.

But later, the West Pakistanis
started influencing socially,
culturally, economically,
and politically. That is, West
Pakistan started to exploit
East Pakistan. Even Pakistan
declared Urdu as the state
language. In this situation,
Bengali Muslims began to
become aware of their distinct
cultural identity. Through this
awareness, a new Bengali
nationalism was born.
In the second chapter, Salahuddin Ahmed discussed the
beginning of the nationalist
movements in the nineteenth
century. The nineteenth century was a landmark chapter in
the history of Bengal. Because
in this century the modern
era in Bengal began, and the
people of this region became
aware of their distinct Bengali
identity. In Bengal, the Mu-

Debendranath Tagore, Anjuman-e-Islam, Mohammedan
Association, Sepoy Rebellion,
Indigo Revolt, Rajnarayan
Basu, Surendranath Banerjee,
Syed Ahmed Khan are known.
In the third chapter, he sheds
light on the Bengali Muslim
society and politics between
1857-1908. The Muslims
of the Indian subcontinent
inherited a common cultural
heritage. In this context that
the idea of forming a united
nation has so far dominated
the thinking of Muslims of the
region. It sparked the Pakistan
movement. The social, economic, and political history
of the Bengali Muslims took
different forms at different
times. How the nation, living
side by side for hundreds of
years, became embroiled in
conflict in the late nineteenth
century has depicted here.

The aims and activities of
various Muslim societies and
organizations are also mentioned in this book.
The fourth chapter discusses
the context of the Bengal independence movement. Here,
the author has presented
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Another eminent journalist
Shahidullah Kaiser was
one of the most trusted people to the young
journalists. Although he
was associated with leftist
politics since the language
movement, he kept in
touch with Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
When everyone was leaving the country after the
crackdown, Shahidullah
stayed in Dhaka risking his
life. He even helped many
to leave Dhaka safely. He
intended to observe the
situation closely and then
to write a people’s history
of the Liberation War. But
instead, he became ‘history’. Just two days before
victory, he was abducted
from his house and never
returned. Even his body
was not found. His used
tie and a diary [unpublished] were donated to the
museum by Shami Kaiser,
daughter of the martyr.
Nizamuddin Ahmed, a
renowned journalist, spent
nine months of Liberation
War collecting news and
gathering information from
various fronts of the coun-

try. As a BBC correspondent, he told the world story and atrocities committed
here through BBC. He was
a fearless reporter. But he
could not send the news
of the most anticipated
victory, as he was abducted on 12 December 1971
and then killed brutally by
Al-Badr.
His used coat is preserved
in ‘1971: Genocide-Torture
Archive and Museums’; it
is donated by the family
members of the martyr.
Selina Parvin, another
leading journalist, was
also killed on the verge of
victory. She was the editor
of ‘Shilalipi’. During
Liberation War she helped
freedom fighters in various
ways. On 13 December
1971, just three days
before the country was
liberated, a group of people entered her house and
took her away. Her body,
blindfolded, was found at
Rayer Bazar Mass Killing Field. Selina Parvin’s
used sari [attire] and pen
are preserved and being
displayed in the museum.
Late Sumon Zahid, the
only child of Selina Parvin

The pen used by and egg shell art craft made by the martyred
intellectual Selina Parvin are on display in the Genicide Museum.
Courtesy: Sumon Zahid, son of the martyr. Inventory No: GANIAGA/ 07/2017

donated the items.

Sirajuddin Hossain was the
news and executive editor
of ‘Daily Ittefaq’. Sirajuddin was one of the few
journalists who actively
opposed the exploitation
of the Pakistani ruling elite
and played a significant
role in propagating and
advancing Bangali nationalism. In 1971 he wrote
some bold editorial from
occupied Dhaka, assisted
freedom fighters in various
ways, and transmitted
news to the Mujibnagar
govt. On 10th December

Pajamas used by martyred intellectual Journalist Serajuddin Hossain. Courtesy: Martyr’s
son Dr. Tawheed Reza Noor. Inventory No: GANIAGA / 08/2017

1971, he was abducted
from his house by Al-Badr.
After that he was traceless. Martyred intellectual
Sirajuddin Hossain’s
used clothes [Panjabi and
pajamas] were donated to
the museum by his son Dr.
Touhid Reza Nur.
Martyred intellectual Jyotirmoy Guhathakurta was
killed in the early hours of
the Liberation War. Despite
facing various difficulties
at different times, he did
not leave his motherland.
He was a prolific writer,
wrote several books and
articles. One of his books
is: ‘Classical Myths in the
plays of Swinburne. Bridges, Sturge Moore and Eliot’
(Posthumous Publication,
Dhaka University). A copy
of the book is preserved in
the museum.
Abul Fayez Mohammad
Abdul Alim Chowdhury
was an eye specialist in
Bangladesh. He was active
in leftist politics from his
student life and was an
active participant in the
1952 Bengali Language
Movement. In 1971, as

an associate professor at
the Department of Ophthalmology in Sir Salimullah Medical College, he
helped freedom fighters by
providing medicine to the
wounded fighters. Al-Badr
forces abducted him from
his house on 15 December
1971. His mutilated body
was found along with
other intellectuals at Rayer
Bazar Mass Killing Field.
Shyamoli Nasrin Chowdhury donated his medical
equipment to the museum. Equipment including lamps, cotton, pads,
forceps, bandages, diaries,
visiting cards, etc. is being
displayed in the museum.
Ghyasuddin Ahmed was a
faculty of the University
of Dhaka and a House
Tutor of Mohsin Hall. He
was abducted by the AlBadr and killed afterward.
Ashrafuzzaman Khan, the
commander of the Al-Badr,
led the abduction, and
Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin,
another Al-Badr member,
assisted the abduction. A
book signed by Gyasuddin
Ahmed is donated to the
museum by Dr. Muntassir

Mamoon.
Memorials of martyred
intellectual Shamsujjaman Khan are added to
the exhibitions of the
museum recently. Salma
Chowdhury, daughter of
the martyr, donated coat,
stamp, passport, identity
card, letter, and portraits to
the museum.
The function of a museum
is not limited to preservation and exhibition only
but also helps to propagate
ideas and spirit and to
reconstruct the cultural
sphere. To uphold the spirit
of the Martyred Intellectual, we have to read and reread the text and thoughts
of the best children of the
war. The Shahid Gallery
of the genocide museum
could be one of the tools
to uphold the spirit. The
martyred intellectuals will
live forever in the hearts of
Bangalis

Coat used by martyred intellectual Journalist Nizamuddin
Ahmed. Inventory No: GaniAja / 05/2017
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List of the Bangladesh Genocide
S.L
Name						
Date
122. Police Line Genocide; Rajshahi City Corporation, Rajshahi 27 March
123. Bheripara Genocide; Rajshahi City Corporation, Rajshahi 27 March
124. Paba Upazila Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 			
last week of
								March
125. Borokhuthi Genocide; Rajshahi City Corporation, Rajshahi 2 April
126. Rajshahi Jail Genocide; Rajshahi 				
3 April
127. Jhalmaliya Haat Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 		
12 April
128. Biraldah Anchal Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 		
12 April
129. Puthia region Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
12-13 April
130. Jaigirpara Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
13 April
131. Maria, Raghurampur and Jaigirpara Genocide; Puthia
13 April
132. Baneshwar Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
13 April
133. Belpukuria Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
13 April
134. Rajshahi Padma Char Genocide; Rajshahi 			
13 April
135. Sardah Traffic Turn Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 		
13 April
136. Charghat CO Office Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 		
13 April
137. Maria Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 			
13 April
138. Thana Para Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 			
13 April
139. Shibpur Village Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 		
13 April
140. Sardah Police Academy Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi
13 April
141. Charghat Thanapara Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 		
13 April
142. Bihari Para Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
14 April
143. Rajshahi University Genocide; Rajshahi 			
14 April
144. Hadi Turn Genocide; Rajshahi City Corporation, Rajshahi 14 April
145. Kedu Turn Genocide; Rajshahi City Corporation, Rajshahi 14 April
146. Hospital Genocide; Rajshahi City Corporation, Rajshahi
14 April
147. Ramchandrapur Genocide; Rajshahi City Corporation
14 April
148. Godagari Thana Police Genocide; Godagari, Rajshahi
19 April
149. Nauhata Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 				
20 April
150. Moonlight Pharmacy Genocide; Rajshahi City, Rajshahi
23 April
151. Taherpur Genocide; Bagmara, Rajshahi 			
23 April
152. Takipur Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 				
29 April
153. Bagdhani Palpara Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 		
29 April
154. Bildharpur Village Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 		
last week of
								April
155. Chanduria Genocide; Tanore, Rajshahi 			
11 May
156. Yogisho Genocide; Durgapur, Rajshahi 			
16 May
157. Varra Village Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
17 May
158. Arani Genocide; Bagha, Rajshahi 				
23 May
159. Bidirpur Genocide; Godagari, Rajshahi 			
26 May
160. Charghat Thanapara Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 		
2 June
161. Durgapur Market Genocide; Durgapur, Rajshahi 		
12 June
162. Genocide on the South Side of Rajshahi Station; Rajshahi 28 June
163. Belgharia, Chawkbelgharia, Sahapur, Shampur, Nagarpara
and Haryana Village Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 		
1-3 July
164. Shitlai Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 				
12 August
165. Mohanganj Genocide; Bagmara, Rajshahi 			
12 August
166. Basudebpur Genocide; Godagari, Rajshahi 			
23 August
167. Valukagachi Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
31 August
168. Ujan Para Genocide; Godagari, Rajshahi 			
2 September
169. Charghat Thanapara Genocide; Charghat, Rajshahi 		
16 September
170. Haat Godagari Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 			
14 October
171. Borogachi-Sobsar Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 		
21 October
172. Gaganbaria Genocide; Durgapur, Rajshahi 			
22 October
173. Mitla, Alpur, Farhadpur, Kharijagati, Raninagar,
Kumarpur Village Genocide; Godagari, Rajshahi 		
22 October
174. Taluk Village Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 			
25 October
175. Nandanpur Genocide; Puthia, Rajshahi 			
28 October
176. Ishwaripur Genocide; Godagari, Rajshahi 			
8 November
177. Sonaikandi, Kolabona, Nabaganga, Berpara, Kasba,
Baganpara, Gahmabona, Nilbona Village Genocide; Paba 13 November
178. Taraf Village Genocide; Paba, Rajshahi 			
16 November
189. Chhalimpur Genocide; Godagari, Rajshahi 			
17 November
160. Mugrul-Madanhati Genocide; Mohanpur, Rajshahi 		
17 November
**to be continued
***List Made by Genocide Museum.

No 4

Bangali Nationalism and The Emergence of Bangladesh:
in the last decades. He
An Introductory outline
FROM PAGE 4

the historical narratives
from the Partition of
Bengal, 1905 to the birth
of Bangladesh through
the Liberation War, 1971.
Historical events such
as the establishment of
the Muslim League in
1906, the Morley-Minto
Reform in 1909, the
Lucknow Pact in 1916,
the Khilafat Movement
in 1920, the riots in 1946,
etc., have also raised
the issue of partition
of India and Pakistan.
This is a continuous
process that leads to the
Language Movement of
‘52, 6-point, and Mass
Uprising. The movements
paved the way for the
independence of

Bangladesh through the
bloody war in 1971.
In this book, A. F.
Salauddin Ahmed gives
a brief analytical detail
of the rise of national
consciousness in Bengal
in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, especially among the Bengali
Muslims that led to the
formation of Pakistan in
1947 and its subsequent
disintegration and the
birth of an independent
state called Bangladesh.
Dr. Ahmed has analyzed
the various trends of Bengali social and political
thought from a historical
point of view. He highlighted the significant
changes that have taken
place in the Bengali Muslim mentality, especially

explained how Bengali
Muslims were drawn in
two opposite directions
in their search for cultural
identity. On the one hand,
there was the call of the
past to uphold the traditional Islamic identity; on
the other hand, there was
the pressure to establish
the Bengali identity by
overcoming religious
and communal barriers.
Through the language
movement of 1947-52,
a new secular national consciousness was
awakened that led first to
the demand for regional
autonomy and then to
the demand for independence.

Hereo-Nama Genocide: First-Genocide of the 20th Century
FROM PAGE 3

they would fell into the
lap of death. Several
hundred Herero died
within few weeks.
In a report of 1918, an
eyewitness remarked,
‘words cannot be found
to relate what happened;
it was too terrible.’
In 1904 General Trotha
issued a new proclamation ordering the
extermination of Herero: ‘The Herero are no
longer German subjects
(…). Any Herero sighted
within the [Namibian]
German borders with or
without a weapon, with
or without cattle, will
be shot. I will no longer
accept women and children, but will send them
back to their people or
let them be slaughtered.’
Those of the Herero who
could not escape into
the desert, or survived
luckily, were taken to
concentration camps and
exploited as slaves. German soldiers sexually
abused Herero women
on a large scale.
The issue of these
concentration camps is
important because later
the concentration camp
of Nazi Germany was
designed on that model. There were some
striking similarities
between the camps of
these camps and Nazi
camps. Many of those
in the charge of these
camps also served in
the Nazi concentration
camps. Researchers,
therefore, describe the

Nazi concentration camp
as a continuation of the
camps established in
the colonized region by
colonizers.
Male and female children were used for
cheap labor in these
camps. The condition of
the camps was so miserable that half of them
died in the first year.
In October 1904, Nama
also revolted against the
colonizers. But they also
had to accept a similar
fate. They were also
forcefully taken to the
camps and used as cheap
labor. Most of them
were taken to Shark island. It is estimated that
almost 80 percent of the
prisoners died there.
In 1966 German historian Horst Drechsler first
claimed that the German
campaign against the
Herero and Nama was
genocidal. Namibia
became independent
in 1990. Several mass
graves were found in
1999. In 2004 German
Govt. also recognized
the event as genocide

and high officials apologized. In 2018, Germany
returned remains to Namibia. But yet they did
not formally apologize.
The Herero-Nama genocide has some striking
features. The racist
politics of European colonization is explicit in
the events of Namibia.
Various medical studies
were conducted on the
prisoners and labeled
them as ‘inferior race’,
which consequently provoked biological racism.
The most tragic consequence of this racism
was seen in Nazi Germany during Holocaust.
Based on the studies the
researchers developed
various racist theories
and thus inspired Hitler.
According to the famous
political philosopher
Hannah Arendt, European imperialism and colonialism played a great
role in the rise of the
Nazis and thus genocide.
Hereo-Nama genocide
revealed the harsh truth.

Shark Island concentration camp. (Picture from Internet)
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Liberation War and the New Generation
We, the present young
generation, have not seen the
bloody Liberation War of
1971. Yet we believe in our
great Liberation War, we are
self-confident and always
strive to maintain the dignity
of independence achieved
through the Liberation War.
We heard the story of the
Liberation War from parents,
grandparents, or the local
freedom fighters. Moreover,
we have learned the meaning
and context of the war from
newspapers, magazines, and
textbooks. We have also
come to know the history of
the Liberation War and the
sacrifice of the people through
literary items. To liberate the
country, people have shed
their blood, women were
oppressed. So, for the young
generation, it is very important to know and understand
our Liberation War.
During the partition of 1947,
East Bengal was annexed to
artificial and communal Pakistan. 56% of the population of
Pakistan were living in East
Bengal or East Pakistan. But
still, the key to governance
was in the hands of West
Pakistan. Gradually the form
of rule and exploitation of the
ruling class of West Pakistan
became clear to the people

of East Bengal. Within a few
months of founding Pakistan, they declared Urdu as
the state language. Whereas
Urdu was the language of
only 7 percent of the people
and 56 percent of the people
used Bangla as their mother
tongue. A strong protest arose
in East Bengal. Through the
language movement of 1952,
the protesting masses of East
Bengal stepped into the era of
freedom struggle.
In 1956, the Pakistani ruler
imposed a conspiratorial military regime. They continue
to suppress the contraction of
education policy. As a result,
an intense dissatisfaction
arose in East Bengal. In this
context, Awami League leader
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman announced a sixpoint program in 1966. The
Pakistani government once
again go for strict repression.
Pakistani ruling elite arrested
Bangabandhu on charges of
treason, and they filed Agartala Case against him. When
a mass movement broke out
in 1969, the government
was forced to withdraw the
Agartala case and release the
political prisoners.
The national and provincial
council election was held in
1970. Under the leadership of

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur perpetrates cruel and barbaric
Rahman, the Awami League
genocide in the dark of night.
won an absolute majority in
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muthe elections. Being panicked
jibur Rahman was arrested.
on the victory of AL, the
He declared the independence
Pakistani ruling elite delayed
of Bangladesh in the early
the devolution and started
hours of March 26. After this
conspiring. As a result, the
announcement, Bangabandhu
mass discontent intensified in
was arrested and sent to jail.
East Bengal. In this conThe Pakistani aggressors
text, Bangabandhu Sheikh
established a reign of killing
Mujibur Rahman
and destruccalled for the
tion in the
non-cooperation
country. The
movement. In
Bengali police
his galvanizand army
ing speech at
took part in
a historic rally
the war of
in Dhaka on 7
independence.
March 1971, he
The political
called to build a
leaders, activfortress in every
ists, and about
home, declaring,
10 million
“the struggle
refugees were
this time is the
forced to cross
struggle for our
Jannatul Firdous Safa the border to
emancipation.
15th Batch, Department seek refuge in
The struggle
of Marketing, Jagannath neighboring
this time is the
University
India. Orgastruggle for our
nizing and
independence.”
training the freedom fighters
The non-cooperation
started in different parts of Inmovement adds fuel to the
dia. On 10th April 1971, the
Pakistani government to the
Mujibnagar Government was
flames. On March 25, the
formed in India. Bangabandthen military dictator General
hu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Yahya Khan mobilized the
was made the President of
Pakistan Army against the
Bangladesh. In his absence,
innocent Bengali people. The
Vice President Syed Nazrul

From Archive

Islam act President of the
Provisional Government of
Bangladesh at Mujibnagar
and Tajuddin Ahmed as the
Prime Minister. Colonel
(Retd.) Ataul Gani Osmani
became the commander of the
Liberation War. The whole of
Bangladesh was divided into
11 sectors to strengthen the
Liberation war.
Students, workers, farmers,
political activists, and people
from all spheres joined the
Muktibahini. They became
trained to know about war
strategy, weapons, and the use
of explosives from India and
Bangladesh. People from all
walks of life took a stand for
the Liberation War. A handful
of people in this country
formed forces like Razakars,
Al-Badr, and Al-Shams, and
opposed the Liberation War
as the collaborators of the
Pakistani aggressors.
The Pakistani Military
Army gradually faced strong
resistance from the freedom
fighters. Although some
countries including the USA,
China, Saudi Arabia have
sided with Pakistan, whereas
Eastern European countries
including India and the
Soviet Union have strongly
supported Bangladesh’s
Liberation War. Widespread

public opinion was created
in favor of Bangladesh’s
liberation struggle all over
the world. the Mukti Bahini
gradually gained strength, the
Pakistani aggressors and their
collaborators Razakars lost
their way in their clandestine
guerrilla attacks. Pakistan
declared war on India as India
supported the Liberation War
of Bangladesh. The Pakistani
forces were defeated in the
face of a joint attack by the
Mukti Bahini and the Indian
Allied Forces. They formally
surrendered with arms to the
Mukti Bahini and the Allied
forces on 16 December 1971
at the Racecourse Ground
(now Suhrawardy Udyan)
in Dhaka. Independent and
Sovereign Bangladesh takes
place on the world map with
the joy of the masses.
The struggle was not that
easy, it costs 3 million lives,
and about 10 million people
became refugees by losing
their homes. But the dream
of freedom that costs such
sacrifice is still far reached.
We are still working to shape
our aspirations and make
them real. Yet there are miles
to go. We have to make our
independence more eloquent
by the spirit of the Liberation
War.

Letter of a Martyr to his Mother

Martyred Mir Mostak Hossain, from Barishal. He was only eighteen during the
Liberation War, a candidate of HSC. He joined the Liberation War disobeying
his parents’ request.

Nantu, younger brother of Mostak, was fighting beside Mostak at that time. Nantu did his best so that the Pakistani army could take his brother’s body away.
After a while, other freedom fighters came and rescued dead Mostak.

Bangladesh was then on the verge of victory. The sun of independence was raising, the dark period was passing by. Just a week before the final victory, 18-yearold Mostak engaged in a battle against the Pakistani army and Razakars in the
Bakergonj in front of the dak bungalow. He was shot dead during that battle. It
was seven o’clock in the morning!

Mir Mostak Hossain used to write letters to his mother. On 20 January 1971,
‘Daily Purbodesh’ published a report on the last letter written to his mother.

The letter is as follows:
Joy Bangla			

20/10/1971

‘Dear Amma,
Please receive salam (greetings). Pray for me. The
Pak force will come to kill the innocent villagers, so
we are sitting in a room waiting for them. You might
be scared if you could see it. But your son is not
afraid inshallah. Their [Pak force] poisonous teeth
must be uprooted. Let them understand that we are
the race of heroes.
Please pray for us, the letter might not reach your
hand. How many sons of mothers have been killed
by them! If I become a martyr today, don’t feel sorry
for me. You could announce proudly that, my son has
sacrificed himself for the Bangla. Ma, I am missing
you very badly at the moment. Please pray for me so
that…’
Photo and Source: Daily Purbodesh (20 January
1972)
Letter of Martyr Mostak to his mother
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List of the Participant of Seven PGT Coarse on Genocide-Torture &
Liberation war 1971
Name			

No 4

Designation and Institution

1. Ruksana Parveen, 		
Lecturer, Noapara Government College
2. Md. AKM Golam Azam,
Headmaster, Jessore Zilla School
3. Md. Mostafizur Rahman,
Lecturer, Bheramara College
4. Md. Monzur Kader, 		
Assistant Teacher, Sheikhhati Shafiar Rahman
				Model Academy
5. Md. Kabir Hossain, 		
Lecturer, Government Lohagara Adarsha College
6. Md. Mostafizur Rahman Azad, Headmaster, Government Jhikargachha ML Model
				High school
7. Md. Shahidul Alam, 		
Assistant Teacher, Government Girl’s High School
8. Sheikh Jadida Parveen, 		
Assistant Teacher, Government Girl’s High School
9. Mst. Umme Mariam, 		
Assistant Teacher, Government Girl’s High School
10.Mst. Shahnaz Parveen, 		
Headmaster, Municipal Model School and College
11. Md. Abul Kashem, 		
Headmaster, BK Union High School
12. Dr. Gaura Chandra Mistry,
Vice President, Muktijoddha College
13. Md. Mostafizur Rahman,
Lecturer, Jessore English School and College
14. Md. Mofizul Islam, 		
Assistant Teacher, Government Jessore Girl’s High
				School
15. Md. Arifuzzaman Khandaker, Principal, Rupadia Shaheed Smriti College
16. Md. Rezaul Islam, 		
Assistant Professor, Rupadia Shaheed Smriti
				College
17. Md. Rezaul Islam, 		
Principal, ABCD College
18. Md. Shamsul Alam, 		
Lecturer, ABCD College
19. Dr. Md. Zahurul Haque,
Lecturer, ABCD College
20. Md. Abdul Majid, 		
Lecturer, ABCD College
21. Md. Mozammel Haque,
Lecturer, GCB Adarsha College
22. Md. Faruq Ahmed, 		
Lecturer, GCB Adarsha College
23. Md. Abu Jafar, 		
Principal, GCB Adarsha College
24. Md. Mozammel Haque,
Principal, SM Habibur Rahman Municipal College
25. Hafizur Rahman, 		
Principal, Manoharpur Technical and Science
				College
26. Md. Alamgir Hossain, 		
Lecturer, SM Habibur Rahman Municipal College
27. Md. Shahidul Islam, 		
Principal, Pashapol Amjamatala Model College
28. Md. Ashraful Alam, 		
Lecturer Pashapol Amjamatala Model College
29. Balai Chandra Pal, 		
Principal Dr. Saiful Islam Degree College
30. Pradip Chandra Roy, 		
Assistant Professor Dr. Saiful Islam Degree College
31. Sukumar Mallick, 		
Assistant Teacher, Sultanpur Nurul Islam High
				School
32. Papia Parveen, 		
Headmaster, Sarapol High School
33. Rabiul Hasan, 		
Principal, Noapara Government College
34. Md. Abdul Latif, 		
Principa, Sundali ST School and College
35. SM Khairul Basar, 		
Principal, Palli Mangal Adarsha College
36. Mohammad Mohidul Islam Khan, Principal, Noapara Model College
37. Md. Selim Iqbal 		
Principal Payrahat United College
38. Md. Iqbal Hossain, 		
Lecturer, Bhabdaha College
39. Mst. Sakina Banu, 		
Lecturer, Noapara Government College
40. Md. Kamrul Alam, 		
Lecturer, Singia Adarsha College
41. Md. Shahiduzzaman, 		
Assistant Teacher, Rupadia Shahid Srit High Girl’s
				School
42. KM Azgar Ahmed, 		
Headmaster, Kharichadanga High School
43. SM Rabiul Alam, 		
Headmaster, Badshah Faisal Islamic Institute
44. Md. Rezaul Islam, 		
Trade Instructor, Munshi Meher Ullah Academy
45. Syed Esanur Rahman, 		
Headmaster, New Khayertala High School
46. Md. Sahidul Islam, 		
Assistant Professor, Kotchandpur Municipal
				Women’s Degree College
47. Md. Abu Kamal, 		
Headmaster, Munshi Meher Ullah Academy
48. Md. Fazlur Rahman: 		
Headmaster, Kachua Secondary School
49. Md. Kamruzzaman, 		
Assistant Teacher, Muslim Academy
50. Ranjit Kumar Ghosh, 		
Lecturer, Baliadanga Khanpur College
51. Sharmina Nasrin, 		
Lecturer, BAF Shaheen College
52. Md. Golam Mostafa, 		
Principal, Jessore Education Board Government
				Model School And college
53.Mst. Umme Salma Shila,
Lecturer, Jessore Board of Education Government
				Model School And college
54. Mst. Parveena Khatun,
Assistant Teacher, Jessore Board of Education
				Government Model School And college
55. Md. Roknuzzaman, 		
Lecturer, Panti College
56. Mst. Muslima Khatun,
Lecturer, Nigar Siddique Degree College
57. Md. Mofazzal Hossain,
Assistant Professor, Jessore Government Women’s
				College
58. Md. Muminur Rahman,
Headmaster, Burujbagan Girls High School
59. Mst. Suraiya Shirin, 		
Headmaster, Newtown Girls High School
60. Mst. Ashura Khatun, 		
Principal, Alamdanga Women’s Degree College
61. Md. Golam Sarwar, 		
Principal, Alamdanga Government College
62. Md. Takdirul Gani, 		
Lecturer, Khulna Public College
63. Md. Badsha Khan, 		
Principal, Lions School and College
64. Md. Monjurul Alam, 		
Principal, Tariqul Islam Municipal College
65. Md. Moazzem Hossain,
Principal, Natunhat Public College
66. Jayanta Kumar Biswas,
Principal, Ganganandapur Degree College

Trainees of 7th batch of Post Graduation Training (PGT) Course on Genocide-Torture and
Liberation War
Name			
Designation and Institution
67. Albert Subir Mondol, 		
Lecturer, Jessore English School and College
68. Md. Raushan Elahi, 		
Lecturer, Jessore English School and College
69. Sohan Ahmed, 		
Lecturer, Jessore English School and College
70. Md. Khaledur Rahman,
Assistant Professor, Chougachha Mridhapara
				Women’s College
71. Md. Alamgir Siddiqui,
Vice President, Chougachha Mridhapara Women’s
				College
72. Khan Hasan Arif Ahmed,
Headmaster, Bagamchara United Secondary School
73. Md. Shahab Uddin, 		
Headmaster, Burujbagan ML High School
74. Tarun Kumar Saha, 		
Office Assistant, Upazila Secondary Education
				
Office
75. Navneeta Saha, 		
Researcher
76. Shubhashish Majumder,
Lecture,r Jessore Government Women’s College
77. Md. Ayub Ali Assistant,
Professor, Bheramara College
78. Md. Anisur Rahman, 		
Lecturer, Veramara College
79. Md. Monirul Islam, 		
Headmaster, Phulbari Adarsh Secondary School
80. Shahidul Islam, 		
Headmaster, Government Daulatpur Muhsin
				Secondary School
81. Md. Nazrul Islam, 		
Headmaster, Daulatpur Muhsin Girl’s High School
82. Md. Sahidul Islam, 		
Headmaster, Zia High School
83. Mia Touhidul Islam, 		
Headmaster, Dr. Gazi Mizanur Rahman High
				School
84. Md. Azizur Rahman, 		
Headmaster, Chaugachha Sahadat Pilot Govt.
				Model Secondary School
85. Md. Mahabur Rahman,
Headmaster, BK Union Institution, Khulna
86. SM Faisal Rahman, 		
Headmaster, Nur Nagar WAPDA Secondary
				Shikkha Niketan
87. AnindA Sundar Mondol,
Assistant Professor, Dumuria College
88. SM Ariful Islam, 		
Principal, Shaheed Abul Kashem College
89. Amitesh Das, 			
Principal, Government Batiaghata Degree College
90. Mst. Farhana Akter, 		
Principal, Bagerhat Multipurpose Collegiate School
91. Abida Sultana, 		
Assistant Teacher, Bagerhat Multipurpose
				Collegiate School
92. Prashanta Kumar Saha,
Assistant Teacher, Mahajan Ghashibaria Secondary
				School
93. Md. Shah Alam, 		
Headmaster, Fulbaria High School
94. Sheikh Md. Rafiqul Islam,
Headmaster, Pallimangal High School
95. Shatdal Biswas, 		
Assistant Professor, Babukhali Adarsha College
96. Md. Liaquat Hossain 		
Headmaster, P. W. D High School
97. Md. Zahurul Islam 		
Headmaster Maheshpur Government Pilot Model
				Secondary school
98. Mst. Ashrafun Nahar Nargis, Headmaster, Asashuni Government High School
99. Md. Kamal Hossain, 		
Deputy Assistant Engineer, Jessore Secondary and
				
Higher Secondary Education Board, Jessore
100. Mst. Minu Akhter, 		
Assistant Teacher, Kandapara Nurunnesa Secondary
				School
101. Ratan Kumar Biswas,
Principal, (Acting) Shatrujitpur College
102. Md. Mahabubur Rahman Moral, Lecturer, Metropolitan College
103. Nikhil Kumar Sikhdar,
Assistant Professor SM Habibur Rahman Municipal
				College
104. Md. Tajul Islam, 		
Lecturer, SM Habibur Rahman Municipal College
105. Prashanta Kumar Pal,
Assistant Professor, Dr. Saiful Islam Degree
				College
106. Buddhadev Ghosh, 		
Assistant Professor, Dr. Saiful Islam Degree
				College
106. Md. Abu Zahid, 		
Assistant Professor, Dr. Saiful Islam Degree
				College
106. Sunil Kumar Khan, 		
Lecturer, Pashapol Amjamatala Model College
109. ABM Nawar Ali, 		
Assistant Professor, Noapara Government College
110. Lilifunnahar Lily, 		
Assistant Professor, Notunhaat Public College
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6th Martyrs Memorial Lecture on ‘Bangabandhu
and Bangladesh’

Trustee President Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, speaking at the inaugural session of the seventh PGT course held in
Jessore. Mohammad Fayek Uzzaman, Vice-Chancellor of Khulna University; Mollah Amir Hossain, Chairman of
Secondary and Higher Secondary Education Jessore Board; and Trustee Secretary Chowdhury Shahid Kader were
also present on the stage.

Seventh PGT Course : Genocide-Torture and Liberation War

The Genocide Museum has
established a research center
named ‘Genocide-Torture and
Liberation War’. The research
center has been conducting
a Post-Graduation Training
(PGT) course titled ‘Genocide-Torture and Liberation
War 1971’. The first course
started on April 28, 2017,
in Khulna. Since then, the
course took place in Rajshahi,
Dinajpur, Barisal, Comilla, and
Dhaka. Recently, the seventh
training course has started at the
Jessore Education Board auditorium in the Jessore district.
The course was inaugurated on
11 December 2020 and will end
on 9 January 2021. Keeping
in mind the importance of the
Jessore district in our Liberation War, this course is being
conducted in Jessore.
Jessore, as a border area, had
immense importance in the Liberation War. When the genocide
started, the helpless unarmed
Bengalis used to move towards
India by the Jessore Road.
About 1 crore people took
refuge in India throughout the
nine months of the Liberation

War by this route. American
poet and journalist Allen
Ginsberg wrote a protest poem
titled ‘September on Jessore
Road’ on this Jessore Road.
Among all the 7 Bir Shrestha
(the highest Military award in
Bangladesh) who were awarded the title by the Bangladesh
government, 2 were from this
Jessore district. Besides, the
first flag of victory was flown
on the land of Jessore as the
first liberated area.
This one-month-long training
course will be associated with
the country’s best teachers,
journalists, researchers, and
filmmakers. The trainers
are all involved in research
on the Liberation War and
genocide. Professor Muntassir
Mamoon, Mr. Shahriar Kabir,
Dr. Harun-ur-Rashid, artist
Hashem Khan, Lt. Colonel
(Retd.) Kazi Sajjad Ali Zahir
Bir Protik, Professor Shamsuzzaman Khan, Professor. Dr.
Mahbubur Rahman, Professor.
Molla Amir Hossain and many
other trainers are associated
with this training course. 110
trainees are participating in this

training, most of whom are
college and secondary school
teachers. The syllabus of this
course includes Bangabandhu’s
declaration of independence,
the commencement of the War,
and initial resistance; Mujib
Nagar Government; Methods
of writing and researching the
history of the Liberation War;
the scope of the history of
the Liberation War; The role
of India and foreigners in the
Liberation War; the role of the
superpower in the Liberation
War; Muktifouz, war, and
resistance; Refugee system and
India; Women in the Liberation
War; Genocide and eyewitness
accounts; Genocide, history,
and preservation of the memory, etc.
At the end of the research, the
trainees will have to submit a
field-level survey report, and a
certificate will be issued based
on these. The training, being
conducted on the local level,
will prepare the local researchers and paved the way for
enriching local historicism.

Honorable Member of Parliament of Jessore-3, Mr. Kazi Nabil Ahmed, inaugurating the 7th PGT
Course held in Jessore. At the time (from left) Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Dr. Muntassr Mamoon and
Dr. Molla Amir Hossain were also present on the stage.

On the initiative of ‘1971:
Genocide-Torture Achieve and
Museum Trust’, the 6th Martyrs
Memorial Lecture on ‘Bangabandhu and Bangladesh’ was
organized. The program was
held at the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education,
Jessore auditorium on December 12, 2020 (Saturday). The

ed the history of Bangabandhu’s birth, upbringing, his step
into politics, and the society,
politics, and history of that
time. He said that Bangabandhu
had added secularism and socialism to the constitution based
on the experience he gained
through his lifelong struggle.
Such an instantaneous

many locals. The event has also
been live from the Genocide
Museum’s Facebook page.
Genocide Museum is organizing the Martyrs’ Memorial
Lecture every year since its
inception. The first honoring speech was delivered by
Shahriar Kabir, the President of
Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul

Bangabandhu Professor Shamsuzzaman Khan is delivering lecture on the sixth Martyrs
Memorial Lecture entitled ‘Bangabandhu and Bangladesh’. Mr. Shahriar Kabir was present
as the honorable speaker. Honorable Member of Parliament of Jessore-3, Mr. Kazi Nabil
Ahmed, was also present as the guest of honor. 12 December 2020
program was presided by the
president of the Genocide
Achieve and Museum, Dr.
Muntassir Mamoon. Bangabandhu Professor Shamsuzzaman Khan, President of
Bangla Academy delivered an
honoring speech at the function. Shahriar Kabir, Trustee
of Genocide Archive and
Museum, and Mr. Kazi Nabil
Ahmed, Hon’ble Member of
the Parliament, Jessore-3 was
also present as a guest of honor.
Professor Dr. Mollah Amir
Hossain, Chairman of Board
of Intermediate and Secondary
Education, Jessore made a
welcome speech. Chowdhury
Shahid Kader, Trustee Editor
of Genocide Museum anchored
the whole program.
The keynote speaker highlight-

union of these two had never
happened in the Indian subcontinent before him. Honorable guest Shahriar Kabir has
expressed his concern over
the rise of communal forces in
Bangladesh in Mujib year. He
questioned how the country
started moving backward again
by killing Bangabandhu.
To make the history of the
Liberation War and genocide
people-oriented, the genocide
museum takes various initiatives. As part of these, it has
organized 3 international seminars, 11 national seminars, and
5 martyrs’ memorial lectures.
6th Martyrs Memorial Lecture
is a memorial to the martyrs on
behalf of the museum.

Committee in 2015. In 2016,
Lieutenant Colonel (Retd.)
Quazi Sajjad Ali Zahir Bir Protik gave the second memorial
speech. Shahid Jaya Shyamoli
Nasrin Chowdhury gave the
third memorial speech in 2016,
Professor Dr. Harun-ur-Rashid
gave the fourth memorial
speech in 2018. And Professor
Dr. Mohammad Fayek Uzzaman gave the fifth memorial
speech in2019.

The event was attended by
trainees of the PGT course and

Program was organized by the Genocide Museum on the occasion of Martyred Intellectuals’
On the occasion of Martyred Intellectuals’ Day, a program was organized by the Genocide Museum on
14 December 2020 at 4 pm.
The keynote speaker of the program was Prof. Sharif Atiq-uz-Zaman, Vice-Chancellor of Govt.
Brajalal (BL) College, Khulna. At the beginning of the program, Mr. Shankar Kumar Mallick, one
of the trustees of the Genocide Museum, delivered the welcome speech. Dr. Mosammat Hosne Ara,
Vice-Chancellor of Khulna University and Trustee of Genocide Museum was present as the president
of the program. The program was anchored by Mr. Amal Kumar Gain, Trustee of 1971: Genocide-Torture Archive and Museum.
Professor Sharif Atiq-uz-Zaman, the keynote speaker of the program, described the history of intellectuals killing. He also called for reviving the spirit of the martyred intellectuals. He also focused on
the political movement and the emergence of intellectual and cultural spheres in the Pakistan period.
The intellectuals were brutally killed because of their constant protest against the oppression of the
Pakistani ruling class.
Shankar Kumar Mallick paid homage to the memory of martyred intellectuals in his welcome address.
President. Mosammat Hossain Ara points to the intellectual vacuum which was created by the killing
of the intellectuals. All the speakers on the program applauded the recent decision of the government to
compile a list of intellectuals. They also shed light on why intellectuals should be remembered.
The event was open to all. It was co-organized by the Genocide Museum Suhrid Samabesh (Friends
of Genocide). The local people were also present there. However, the participation of students was
remarkable.
The Genocide Museum broadcast the program live from their Facebook page.
On the morning of 14 December, the Genocide Museum paid homage at the altar of the martyred
intellectuals. The officers and staff of the museum and members of Surid Somabesh were also present
at the time.

Professor Sharif Atiq-uz-Zaman, the keynote speaker, is speaking at a discussion. (from right) Trustee
Mr. Shankar Kumar Mallick, Trustee and Vice-Chancellor of Khulna University Dr. Mosammat Hosne
Ara and Trustee Mr. Amal Kumar Gain were also present. 14 December 2020.
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Captain Akram Ahmed Bir Uttam

The heroic fighter of Kilo Flight

It was December 2, 1971. Midnight. December 3 clockwise. In the dark of the night, a
small plane left for Bangladesh from an Indian airport. The path is as unpredictable as
risky. There is no other modern tool to determine the direction except the compass.
After flying for about three hours, they reached their destination; target Chittagong oil
depot. The aircraft had adequate rocket stockpiles even after hitting the exact target
number one; The pilots made a bold decision. They had attacked the intact oil tanker
again. They kept hitting the depot from the plane continuously and destroyed that
successfully.
One of these brave pilots was Captain Akram Ahmed. He is the one who was flying the
plane that night. Shamsul Alam was with him. Both of them got the title of Bir Uttom
(the second-highest award for individual gallantry) for their contributions to the Liberation War.
Recalling that night, captain Akram Ahmed said: ‘I flew at a very low level. It was
hard to fly low due to darkness. But I had to flow low to avoid the radar. Our target was
the Patenga oil depot in Chittagong. Shamsul Alam and I were on the plane, with the
airmen, gunmen, and bombers. We proceeded through the Feni district. I fired a rocket
targeting the depot. Then went back safely from there in the same way. But that was
very risky, as our landing order was in Kurigram. Our fuel was low, which could result
in danger if we had wasted time the wrong way. But we arrived safely. After that, we
operated in different areas, such as Sylhet in many times. ‘
Captain Akram Ahmed, Bir Uttom, was born on 9 January 1946 in Jessore district. His
father’s name is Mejbauddin Ahmed and his mother’s name is Mafia Khatun. His ancestral home was at Gachghata village in Damurhuda Upazila of Chuadanga district.
His career was full of color. He obtained a commercial Pilot license in 1967. In April
1968, he joined Pakistan International Airlines as a pilot. He went to Karachi in early
1968 to join PIA. Slowly he began to realize the oppression and discriminatory treatment of the Pakistanis’ on the Bengalis. While undergoing training there, PIA officials
informed that those are from East Pakistan underwent medical tests only. Akram Ahmed
dropped out in the medical test. It was said that he has a Cardiac Condition. But later,
he got his license back from the test of Air Force Medical Test. The Appellate Medical
Board did not find any issues in any of these reports. After getting the license back, he
went back to PIA, but the Chief of Operations said that the training had proceeded a
long way, and he will inform when the next batch of training will start. Akram Ahmed
said, ‘but they did not inform me either.’
Akram Ahmed joined the Plant Protection Department as a pilot in 1989. At that time,
medicines were sprayed in the crop fields by Viber planes. He used to fly that Viber
plane.
At that time, he and other Bengali pilots tried to form a separate association, named
‘East Pakistan Pilot Association’. They faced obstacles to establishing it as a registered
organization. The incident eventually went to court to get the registration of the organization. Later, the court verdict that the ‘East Pakistan Pilot Association’ should be registered. Then they met Bangabandhu. Bangabandhu was requested to set up a separate
airline. Bangabandhu told them, ‘Wait, the time is coming.’ Captain Akram Ahmed said,
“We joined Bangabandhu’s rally on March 7 under the banner of the association.”
He was working in the Plant Protection Department in East Pakistan in 1971 when the
Pakistani military-imposed war on the people of East Pakistan. This heroic son of Bengal could not accept such injustice and such misery towards the motherland. This ironwilled person fled from Dhaka to India in May to liberate the country from exploitation
and oppression. He met Khaled Mosharraf to take part in the war inland. At his Captain,
Akram Ahmed suggested stayed at Agartala for some time. Recalling the Liberation
War, Akram Ahmed said, ‘we thought we would leave India. We tried a few times but
was not able to make it. I was working in Plant Protection. A Pakistani Major was my
office boss. He used to interrogate me in various ways. My friend Captain Shahabuddin
came from India to my house in May. Then I went to India with Captain Shahabuddin.’
Kilo Flight was formed with three aircraft at Dimapur, India, on 28 September 1971.
Bangladesh Ari Force had started the journey through this initiative. The kilo flight
consisted of 10 officers and 48 airmen. The number of successful operations of this
kilo flight was almost 50. The operations paved the way for the victory. Captain Akram
Ahmed was one of the members of this kilo flight.
His first operation against Pakistani forces as a fighter pilot of Kilo Flight was on 3 December 1971. From 3rd December to 16th December, he participated in 12 operations,
most of which were in the vicinity of Sylhet. Captain Akram Ahmed was one of the
nine pilots who took Bangladesh on the path to her independence by inflicting havoc on
the enemy-controlled areas.
After the independence, he joined Bangladesh Airlines. He was in charge of the post
from 1972-2006. He has also served as Training Captain and Chief of Training. From
2006 until his death, he served as a consultant to the Civil Aviation Authority.
This great hero passed away on 7 December 2020. He was engaged in various activities
including an honorary advisor of the Genocide Museum.
[The Genocide Museum pays tribute to this heroic soldier who took a vow to liberate the country during the Liberation War in 1971.]

Captain Akram Ahmed Bir Uttom

Captain Akram Ahmed Bir Uttom, visiting the Genocide Archives and Museums. Trustee President of
the museum, Dr. Muntassir Mamoon and Trustee Shankar Kumar Mallick were accompanying him.

Capt. Akram Ahmed Bir Uttom with his Kilo flight comrades (first from right sitting in front)
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Representation of Victory in Cartoons
Cartoons or caricatures are powerful means of narrating contemporary political and social events. Besides
representing political events, political cartoons also act
as a social response to the political events in a state. Its
purpose is to criticize and raise questions about the state
policies or activities of politicians through caricatures.
It also highlights the inconsistencies of popular culture.
The news, published by journalists, is depicted in a more
powerful way [satirically] through caricatures and cartoons. Thus, political cartoons play an important role in

shaping public opinion.
The Liberation War of Bangladesh, 1971 was an important political event all over the world. Besides genocide,
war crimes committed by the Pakistani army, and the
liberation struggle of Bangladeshis, various international
superpowers got involved with the event. The news of
this event, including through cartoons and caricatures,
was published all over the world. Several daily newspapers, magazines have published a lot of cartoons through-

‘Speaking from the experience of the 14-day war …’
The cartoon is drawn on
the official war between the
Pakistani force and the Joint
force. More specifically,
it depicts the defeat of the
Pakistani force. Yahya was
threatening before the war,
but Yahya understood after
the 14-day war with the
combined forces that no
solution could be worked
out on the basis of war. The
main subject of the cartoon
drawn was Yahya’s vanquished situation.

The cartoon titled ‘‘Yahya, So Sorry’ was published
in Daily Ananda Bazaar Patrika. Pakistan’s official
surrender is also over. Yahya’s relationship with the
two big powers, China and the US is also reflected in
the cartoon. Till the last day of the war, Yahya believed
that the Chinese and Americans’ will come forward to
help. Indeed, it was heard that the US’s Seventh Fleet
would come to the rescue of Yahya. But no help came.
The reality at that point in time is the main subject of
this cartoon. The symbol of circus trapeze is used here.
Yahya jumped from the chord hoping that Nixon and
Chou-en-Lai would back him up, but they removed
their hands after Yahya had jumped.

Collection: 1971 : Genocide-Torture Archive & Museum

17 December 1971,
Jugantar/Sufi
1 January 1972, Amritabazar
Patrika /Chandi

Yahya Khan and his army wanted to block the breath of Bangla by
imprisoning Mujib. But outside the jail, lakhs of Mujibs were poised
at the threshold of victory. On one side, victory was sure and certain,
and, on the other side, the procession demanding Mujib’s freedom
was turning longer and bigger. It was a perfect depiction of the song
-‘From one voice of Mujibur there flowered lakh voices of Mujibur,
resounding and brave’

In this feature, cartoons published in the month of
December have been chosen. The main features of these
cartoons are the resistance war of Muktibahini, victory,
surrender of the Pakistani army, and the position of superpowers during this particular situation.

Cartoonist Sufi
depicts the unconditional surrender
of Niyaji in this
cartoon. After nine
months of armed
struggle Pakistani
military force
surrendered to the
joint forces in the
Racecourse Maidan.
The cartoon was
published on 17th
December 1971.

21 December 1971, Jugantar/Sufi

16 December 1971, Joi Bangla/Peer Ali

out the whole time. The published cartoons revealed the
attitude and political position of the respective groups
towards the Liberation War of Bangladesh.

The New Year has begun,
1972. In exchange for a sea
full of blood, a new sun has
risen in this world:
Bangladesh. The picture
of Bangabandhu’s face is
likened to the rising sun. It
is, as if, the new day’s sun of
1972 is this new country, a
new nation.

Cartoonist Abu
Abraham has drawn
the cartoon titled ‘Joi!
India ordered ceasefire on the western
front from December
17th.’ It was published
in the Indian Express.
Pakistan has surrendered. Bangladesh has
gained the victory.
But still the cherished
leader Sheik Mujib is
imprisoned. It appears
as if Indira Gandhi is
drawing the sign of
victory on imprisoned 18 December 1971, The Indian Express/ Abu
Mujib’s forehead.
Abraham.

US-based Victoria Advocate published the cartoon titled
‘Homecoming’. After the army crackdown in March
1971, about 1 Crore
people took shelter
in India as a refugee.
But now, the country
is free. Bangladesh emerges as an
independent state.
The time has finally
come. It’s the time of
homecoming. People
are returning to their
motherland.

25 December 1971, Anandabazar Patrika /Kutti
28 December 1971, Victoria Advocate

Although this article only selects a few cartoons related to victory, but there were other cartoons published in 1971. Genocide, refugees and various political events have also
emerged through cartoons. In different newspapers of 1971, the memories of Liberation War are depicted.
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