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Genocide-Torture Archive & Museum
The main feature of our Liberation War is genocide and torture.
After World War II, such a number of people have never been killed
together nowhere in the world but in Bangladesh within just nine
months. The Pakistani army and their collaborators have killed 3
million innocent people in this land. This indiscriminate genocide
perpetrated by the Pakistani army had created a huge international
consensus Gentium for the freedom of the Bangali nationalism, but in
the post-independence period, this issue of genocide went unnoticed.
Almost 50 years have passed since independence, still Bangladesh
has not yet been able to achieve international recognition of the genocide. Moreover, the distortion of the history of the Liberation War has
been fueled by local and international propaganda as they tried to fake
the number of martyred and persecuted people. Even the war criminals
have been rewarded.
Realizing the fact, Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, one of the pioneers of
secular and mass-oriented history in Bangladesh, former Bangabandhu
Chair Professor of University of Dhaka, has taken the initiative to
establish the country’s first-ever ‘1971: Genocide-Torture Archive
and Museum’. The journey of this museum started on 17 May 2014
in Khulna. Our honorable Prime Minister, Daughter of Bangabandhu,
Sheikh Hasina has allotted us a piece land and a house to support
this noble cause. After renovating the house, the new journey of the
Genocide Museum started in its building on March 26, 2016. It is the
first-ever and only Genocide and Torture Museum not just in Bangladesh, but also in South-Asia. Currently, a new building for the museum

26 South Central Road. The old building of the Genocide Museum; A modern
six-stored building is under construction now there.

Six Years of Genocide-Torture Museum

A

fter 1971, the pages of Dainik Banglar Bani, Dainik
Sangbad, Dainik Ittefaq, Dainik
Purbodesh were filled with the
news of persons missing, cruelty
of genocides and the cries and
shrieks of Beeranganas and
tortured people. But, it needs to
be admitted that three decades
of military rule and capturing of
state power by those who were
opposed to liberation and independence succeeded in wiping
out the memories of genocide,
persecution, deprivation and
cruelty. In fact, this erasure was
structural in nature.
At the initiative of
Muntassir Mamoon and under
his leadership, the Genocide
Museum established in Khulna
in 2014, with the help of

multifaceted creative
programmes, engaged itself in
placing forward the real history
and eliminating the corrupted
version of history. Bringing
forward the history of genocidetorture, preserving it and placing
it in the public domain was the
mission of this museum which
gradually built up a great
collection and archive. At
present, this museum has news
and information of 5500
genocides/killing fields,
6000 books which have been
purchased, rare documents
pertaining to liberation war and
genocide, rare magazines and
journals related to the 1971
liberation war, close to 7000
or more photographs picturing
genocide and torture, 32 works

of art closely related to genocide.
Moreover, the museum has also
collected from people of different
strata mementos of genocide and
torture as well as memorial signs
of intellectuals who were
martyred in 1971. The most
significant collection of the
museum is to be found in the
rooms devoted to intellectualmartyrs. Further, the ‘bullet’
(Microphone)
that was used to transmit
Bangabandhu Sheik Mujibur
Rahman’s historic speech
delivered on March 7, 1971 and
a small written note of Tajuddin
Ahmed have also been preserved
in the museum. Some days ago,
a diary and maps belonging to a
Pakistani major also found their
place in the Museum. Last but

The inauguration ceremony of Genocide Museum, 17
May 2014. Inaugurated by the Trustee Chairperson
Dr. Muntassir Mamoon. Artist Hashem Khan and Dr
Sheikh Baharul Alam were present on the occasion.
17 May 2014

is being constructed under a
project of the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs of Government of
Bangladesh.
The Genocide Museum and
Archive is being operated under a
trustee board. The programs that
have been implemented from the
Genocide Museum and Archive
are as follows. To identify districtbased genocide, torture, mass
killing site and mass graves in
order to bring the genocide to
light from the oblivion; to build
the biggest online and offline archives of Bangladesh on genocide
and torture; to organize interactive
exhibitions, competitions
based on Liberation War among
children and teenagers on a
regular basis; to publish memorial
treatise, genocide index on the
basis of testimonies of the
eyewitnesses of the genocide
sites; to organize national and
international seminars and martyr
memorial lectures on genocide
and torture; to develop Liberation

War researchers around the
country by proper training;
according to the Prime Minister’s
instruction to build a digital
Bangladesh, dissemination of
various information and data on
genocide and torture in Bengali
and English language websites,
Facebook and other social media
promotion; to create a platform
for youth to keep the practice and
discussion of the Liberation War
among the young generation; and
to advocate for the international
recognition of the genocide
committed during the Liberation
War in Bangladesh.
In order to achieve the goals,
the ‘Centre for Genocide-Torture
and Liberation War Studies’ has
been launched in Khulna in 2017
with the support of the Ministry
of Cultural Affairs. This project
is working on intensive research
activities on genocide-torture and
liberation war throughout the
country.

Genocide Museum at Sonadanga, Khulna.

Sculptor: Mahmudul Hasan
Collection: Genocide Museum
Matarials: Bronze

On the National
Day of Mourning,
We respectfully
remember
Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the Father
of the nation.
not the least, various documents
and memorial signs of the killers
and agents of 1971 are also being
exhibited.
Along with the
collection of varied exhibits
related to the liberation war and
genocide, several programmes
and activities have taken place
in the expansive area of the
museum and under its jurisdiction. In order to train and
prepare genocide-researchers
and field workers, who could and
would focus on the unstressed
aspects of genocide torture, six
postgraduate certificate courses
have been introduced. Almost
400 researchers have earned their
certificates. Five martyr-memory
lectures, 11 national seminars and
three international seminars have
been organised. At another level,
marking out the forgotten regions
of genocides have been accomplished and fifty memorials have
been erected in different killing
fields.A large library and archive
have also been set up.
As a part of the district
based survey programmes of
genocide-killing fields and mass
burial, surveys have been
See Page 4 Col 4

Remarks on Genocide Museum

Mr. Asaduzzaman Noor, MP, Former Minister of Cultural Affaris, is visiting the museum. Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, Sankar Kumar Mallik and Md. Mahbubur Alam were present. 13 August 2017.
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Many More Miles to Go

A

t the initiative of the Bangladesh Itihas Sammilani, 1971 :
Genocide-Torture Archive and Museum was established
six years ago in Khulna. The journey has begun in a rented
house. Dr. Baharul Alam was in charge of the management.
Responding to our appeal, Prime Minister Sheik Hasina gave
us a house (26 South Central Road) for the Museum. This
house was levelled some days ago and at present, a sixstorey mansion is being built at the initiative of the Ministry of
Culture. At present the archive and Museum are still being run
from the rented house.
In just six years we have been able to give a different
dimension to the study of the history of Liberation War. In fact,
this was possible because of the constructive and cooperative
role played by the Genocide-Torture and Liberation Research
Centre. This centre was established under the aegis of Ministry
of Culture. We are engaged in a survey related to the GenocideTorture Centre, mass Graves and killing fields. We are publishing
a variety of books devoted to the programme of genocide and
Liberation War. The young Secretary of the Trustee Board,
Dr. Chaudhuri Shahid Kader, is playing a leading role in this
sphere.
It needs to be mentioned that such a museum is the
first of its kind in South Asia. It is an extremely difficult work to
build and raise a museum which would highlight genocide-torture.
Because it is very difficult to find material evidence. But we are
continuing our work.
We are enlarging and extending the Museum-Archive
and we are keen to work with one and all to realize our objective. And
for this reason we are publishing regularly our the newsletter of
the Genocide-Torture Archive and Museum. Your opinion and
cooperation are our asset.
In the Mujib year, recollecting the National Mourning
Day, we are beginning our journey.
This Museum, Archive and Research Centre is functioning under the 1971 Genocide-Torture Archive and Museum’s
Trust. The one person who has contributed phenomenally to
our mission is Prime Minister Sheik Hasina. When we began
our work, she blessed us and said, “Go ahead, this Museum
is mine. You will receive all kinds of assistance”. She has not
failed in her word and promise. She wants that a museum of
this kind should grow and develop independently, beyond the
parameters of the government. The task of the government will
be to assist. Bearing this in mind, the then Minister of Culture,
Mr. Asaduzzaman Noor, helped us in all ways possible. The
then-minister, Mr. Tofail Ahmed, also extended his unstinted
cooperation. Among the others who helped us were H.T. Imam,
Mosharaf Hossain and A H M Mostafa Kamal. Poet Asad
Mannan assisted us in distinctive ways. Secretary of the Ministry
of Culture, Ibrahim Hossain Khan, and two other secretaries
at different points of time, Nasim Ahmed and Dr. Abu Hena
Mostafa Kamal have been most helpful and generous in their
assistance. Another person who smoothened our journey was
Minister of Planning, Mr. Abdul Mannan and Deputy Minister
of Ministry of Culture, Mr. K.M. Khalid. Last but not the least,
the members of the Trustee were of course always cooperative.
Our journey has just begun. We have miles and miles
to go. And to reach the desired end your cooperation is our
asset.
Jai Bangla
Jai Bangabandhu
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Reminiscent of Bangabandhu in Genocide Museum
The Microphone [Bullet]
of Historic 7th March

The historic speech which was delivered by
Bangabandhu Sheik Mujibur Rahman on
March 7, 1971 is intrinsically related with the
history of Bangladesh’s War of Liberation.
Many have found a clear hint of the declaration
of independence in this speech.
On March 7, 1971 at the then Race Course
Maidan (at present Suhrawardy Park) Bangabandhu Sheik Mujibur Rahman, in the midst of
a massive congregation, called upon the
Bangali to prepare for the war of independence.
He declared, “This fight is our fight for
liberation, this fight is the fight for freedom”.
Historians say that the 18 minute long
impromptu speech filled with poetic
associations would inspire the world’s persecuted
and freedom-loving people for ages.
The microphone that was used on that day was
known as ‘bullet’. In fact, many such ‘bullets’
were used on that day. The Genocide Museum
was searching for this bullet for a long span of
time. Finally, after many searches, Aiyaz M.
Khan, the son of the martyred freedom fighter,
S.K. Khan presented the bullet, which had
been in his collection, to the Genocide Archive
and Museum.
On November 22, 2019, Aiyaz M. Khan
handed over the bullet to Mr. K.M. Khalid.
Deputy Minister of Culture, Government of
Bangladesh, who was the chief guest at the
Third International Conference organised by
the Genocide Museum at Bangla Academy.
At present the bullet is being exhibited in the
Genocide Museum.
Reporter: Ariful Haque, Research Officer

Professor Dr. Muntassir Mamoon is handing over the Bangabandhu Bronze Sculpture to the honorable Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. Poet Tarik Sujat, artist Hashem Khan (from the left),
Sculptor Mahmudul Hasan (from the right) were also present there.
6 January 2020.

The Sculpture of
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman

In order to pay homage to and
recall the Father of the Nation
Bangbandhu Sheik Mujibur
Rahman, the Genocide
Museum has made a sculpture
of Bangabndhu. At a later
day it was placed on the main
gate of the Museum premises.
Made out of fibre glass this
sculpture was the creation of
the artist Mahmudul Hasan
Sohag.
In order to
commemorate Bangabandhu’s

birth centenary year and
Mujib year, the Museum
has also created quite a
few bronze sculptures of
smaller size. At the feet of
this sculpture the following
message of Bangabandhu
is inscribed : “Our country
will be democratic, secular,
nationalist and socialist”. This
sculpture has also been made
by Mahmudul Hasan Sohag.
It needs to be mentioned that
one bronze sculpture was
gifted to the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.
Reporter: Ariful Haque,
Research Officer

The Prime Minister’s Contribution to Genocide Museum

Dr. Muntassir Mamoon

From Our Archive

Chairperson of the Trust Dr. Muntassir Mamoon is receiving the donation cheque from the honorable Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Trustee artist Hashem Khan, Trustee poet Tarik Sujat, Trustee Secretary Dr. Chowdhury Shahid Kader
and Sculptor Mahmudul Hasan were present on the occasion. 6 January 2020.
he Genocide-Torture
handed over this cheque to
Mamoon, for taking the
Seminar organised to
Archive and Museum
the President of Genocide
initiative related to the
celebrate the birth centenary
began its journey on
Museum Trustee Board. Dr.
dissemination of the history
of Bangabandhu and the
17 May, 2014 and from that
Muntasir Mamoon, in the
of the Liberation War.
golden jubilee of Banglavery moment Prime Minister
evening at Gana Bhavan. The
The Trustee President, desh was given to the Prime
Sheikh Hasina extended
Vice President of the Trustee
Minister by the trustee-poet
Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, in
help and cooperation in
Board, artist Hashem Khan,
Tariq Sujat.
order to commemorate the
many different ways. At the
the trustee-poet Tariq Sujat
Mujib year, handed over a
Dr. Muntassir
very beginning, she gifted a
and Trustee Dr. Chaudhri
bronze sculpture of Bangabandhu Mamoon, President of the
house and its adjoining land;
Shahid Kader were present
made under its auspices to
Trustee Board, expressed
where at present a six-storey
when the cheque was given.
Sheikh Hasina. The sculptor
heartfelt gratitude to Sheik
mansion is being built for the
During this event,
Mahmudul Hasan was
Hasina for her continuing
Genocide Museum. In order
the Prime Minister enquired
present. The genocide survey
help and cooperation, on
to uphold the momentum
about the construction of the
series programmatic books
behalf of the Trustee Board.
and extent of its activities,
new mansion and future
published on the subject of
the Prime Minister donated 5
engagement plus programmes genocide and other publicaReporter: Rokonuzzaman
crore takas in cheque.
of the Genocide Museum.
tions were also given to the
Babul, Deputy Director
On January 6,
She thanked the Trustees, in
Prime Minister. The poster of
2020, the Prime Minister
particular Dr. Muntassir
the Third International

T

The victim of brutality of the Pakistani Army.
Dharmatala, Jessore, May 1971. Photo: S M Safi.
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Genocide Across the World

Genocide Museum District Survey
Genocide, Killing Fields and Survey of Mass
Graves: Munshiganj District

Rwanda : 100 Days’ Genocide

Genocide Index

Damerkhand Genocide, Mongla
Signs and evidences of Pakistani
brutality (attacks and torture)
committed during the ninemonth long Liberation War are
strewn in every region of Bangladesh.
It is not that genocide, killing
fields, torture have not found
their place in the narrative of
Liberation War. But it has to be
admitted that this terrible aspect
was not emphasised as it should
have been. That is the reason
why Genocide, as a part of the
Liberation War, lies somewhat
hidden and in the background.
But in Europe the
genocide committed during
the Second World War has
been featured prominently in
the concerned narrative. Films,
creative literature, art – in all
areas the theme of genocide
returns over and over again. This
emphasis explains why Fascism
and Nazism did not find a place
in post-war Europe. The same
was not focused in our narrative,
and that is why many are brazen
enough even now to question the
numbers of genocide committed.
In fact, those directly involved in
genocide have been rehabilitated
in the politics of the country and
society to such an extent that they
have turned into a political force.
Damerkhand, a part of
the almost inaccessible region of
Mongla, in Sunderban is situated
in the Bagerhat district. On 24
April, 1971, the Pakistani army
entered Bagerhat and assaulted
the people. The genocide in
Damerkhand took place on 23
May. The Rajakars of Bagerhat
and Rampal, on this date, committed
unspeakable atrocity from noon
to night in Damerkhand and its
adjoining area. Killings, persecution
of women, loot and plunder
ravaged a large region. The local
Rajakars participated in this
massacre. Dr. Mozammal Haq,
Muslim doctor, Rajjab Ali Fakir
and many others were among the
Rajakar assaulters.
The Damerkhand
genocide was meticulously preplanned. The marauders prepared
a list of all those persons they are
going to kill. First they started
shelling Dhankali village. They
set on fire some houses. And
when the fear-struck people
afraid of being mowed down
came out and tried to escape they
were promptly shot down. From
the beginning of the assault, the
killers divided themselves into
subgroups and proceeded to kill
in a systematic manner. Khorsed
Ali of Siki Sonailtala village said,

“Some of the Rajakars brought
along a girl named Kamala.
She was dark complexioned
and good looking. She appealed
to the assaulters to let her go,
in return of which she pledged
to give an object”. The truth is
Kamala had nothing to offer, she
was saying all this to save her
life. She was also shot down.
At the other end,
the Rajakars chased a half-mad
person. Rajjab Ali told him, “Wait
for a second, come here”. When
he came, Rajjab Ali asked whether
he was a Hindu or a Muslim. He
then ordered him to lift his lungi.
The half-mad said, ‘I am a new
Muslim’. The moment he said
this he was thrown down with a
push on his chest and he was shot
on the forehead.
The wife of Biren
Pramanik, Renuka Pramanik,
said, “The day was Sunday.
Firing, fire and the deathcries of
people were so compelling that I
lost my sense. All were running
helter-skelter. Holding my son,
who was only a few days’ old,
I stood and cried while screaming.
My husband was not at home.
When he came, we raced
towards the lake”.
The genocide was a fast affair.
Almost over three hundred
refugees were victims of brutal
attacks and the Rajakars killed 50
men and women. They committed
unspeakable atrocity on 10 to
12 women. The genocide at
Damerkhand was not treated
importantly enough in the history
of the Liberation War. Because
Damerkhand is in a very remote
region, it escaped the notice and
attention of even regional writers
and journalists till the other day.
Information included in the
book :
Name : Damerkhand Genocide
(Serial No. 1)
Author : Satyajit Roy Mazumder
Year of Publication : November
2019
Price : 200 taka

Reporter: Shapla Khatun,
Junior Research Officer

In 1994 April, genocide was
perpetrated in Africa’s eastcentral country called Rwanda. In
the course of just 100 days nearly
8 lakh persons lost their lives.
Three tribes – Toya, Hutu and
Tutsi – comprise the population
of Rwanda. Historians claim that
the identification and separation
of the aforementioned three tribes
were an outcome of Belgian
colonialism.
Though the Hutus constituted 85
percent of Rwanda’s population,
the Tutsis wielded power for a
long spell. As a result of deep
dissatisfaction that plagued the
majority Hutus, they organised
an uprising in 1959. During
this uprising, more than 20,000
Tutsis were killed in many tribal
riots and a large part of the Tutsi
people fled Rwanda and were
compelled to take shelter in
neighbouring countries. The

out of fear; they feared that if
they did not massacre, the militia
would massacre them. From
the colonial times the Hutus and
Tutsis had separate identity cards,
so what the Hutus did was quite
simple - they checked the identity
cards and killed accordingly. The
killers used to the maximum a
weapon like ‘nirani’. Thousands
of Tutsi women were converted
into sex-slaves and kept imprisoned. The role of the media
and propaganda also led to the
terrible enormity of the genocide.
A newspaper named Kanggura
and Radio Television Libre des
Mille Collines named radio need
to be mentioned in particular, in
this context.
The level of literacy
was low and the poverty-struck
Rwanda people could not afford
newspapers. As a result, they
depended more on the radio.

descendents of Tutsis who had
left their country in 1959, built up
a guerrilla body called Rwandan
Patriotic Front (RPF) and in 1990
they attacked Ruanda.
As a consequence of
mounting pressure from many
sides, a treaty called Arusha
Peace Accord was signed in 1993
August between RPF and the
Ruanda government. When, on
April 6, 1994, President Juvenal
Habiarmana was killed in an
aircrash, the Hutu extremists
blamed the RPF and from that
very moment began a well organised
and pre-planned massacre.
Many say that the programme
of genocide had been planned
much earlier and that the aircrash
offered merely an excuse.
The genocide in
Rwanda was perpetrated with
utmost cruelty; it was, in one
word, dreadful. The government
handed over the names of
dissidents to the militia and the
militia progressed with the killing
on the basis of the given lists they
had received. Indeed, members
of each listed family were killed
without mercy or exception.
Neighbours killed neighbours,
even a Hutu husband murdered
his Tutsi wife. What is relevant
to note that people outside the
militia went on a killing spree

Indeed, the government distributed
radios among the people on
the eve of the genocide. In the
broadcasts aired by the radio,
Tutsis were called cockroaches,
worms and insects. The Tutsis
were blamed for the poverty
experienced by the Hutus. People
listened more to the radio-broadcast
than reading the newspapers. The
radio also informed where the
Tutsis were living and how they
have to be killed. The well organized
RPF with the cooperation of
the Ugandan army captured the
capital Kigali on 4 July, 1994.
The genocide came to an end
after this. But in the meanwhile
the entire world witnessed one
of the most terrible genocides in
the course of 100 days. The Hutu
murderers fled the country and
took shelter as refugees in neighbouring Congo. An international
court was established in 2002
to judge and pass the verdict on
Ruanda genocide. After a lengthy
trial, 93 persons were convicted
and punished. At the same time
many local genocide killers were
judged in Ruanda’s community
courts. All these moves exposed
the truth, delivered righteous
justice and prompted chances
of reunion among the warring
tribes.

From Library 			
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The name or title of the new
book series, to be prepared and
published by the GenocideTorture and Liberation War
Research Centre, is ‘Genocide,
Killing Fields, Mass Graves
Survey’. The subjects of torture
centres and Graves of martyr are
also included in the survey.
In order to extract the
history from the remotest corner,
in each and every district survey
programme is being implemented. Of course, the subject of
study and survey is the history of
organised genocide committed
by the Pakistani army. The researchers after field level research
are placing new information
related to genocide-torture and
mass Graves. Researcher Sahadat Pervez concentrated on the
incidents of 1971 in Munshiganj
District and he wrote the book
titled ‘Genocide – Killing Fields
and Survey of Mass Graves –
Munshiganj District’.
He has brought to our
notice the dreadful example of
Munshiganj genocide perpetrated in
1971. Genocide, Killing Fields,
Mass Graves, torture-centre and
graves of martyrs have been
discussed in his book. What
terrible crime and abominable
practice, persecution and torture
and genocide were perpetrated
have been pictured in his book.
Quite some genocides
were committed in Munshiganj and
most of them were preplanned.
There are some landlords’
mansions, where Hindus living
faraway were given shelter –
genocides wee pointedly
committed in these houses.
Along with the Pakistani soldiers,
local Rajakars also directed the
killings. Local Muslim League
leaders, members of Peace
Committee and local agents
pointedly provoked the genocide

and killings. The main targets
were the Hindu population and
leaders of the Awami League. In
fact, even after forced
conversion, the converted were
killed. At the same time, Imams
and Muwazzins of several
mosques were killed, even they
could not escape. Many earlierheld impressions and opinions
have proved to be wrong after
the completion of the field level
research. For example, according
to opinion and published War of
Liberation Literature, it has been
said that Munshiganj accounts
for 13 killing fields and mass
graves. But in the latest book
emerging after field survey 234
examples of genocide have been
given. Of these 145 are examples
of pure genocide, 7 are of killing
fields, 65 are of mass graves and
17 are of torture centres.
It is impossible to
fix the exact figure of those
who were killed in genocides,
but this research would make a
understand and that is the intensity
of the genocide. The book also
carries an incomplete list of
martyrs. It is true that the number
attests to the speed and intensity
of the genocide but what is perhaps
more important is the loud
lament of human beings with
which the numbers and figures
are wrapped. By killing 30 lakhs
in the span of nine long months,
the Pakistani army and its
accomplices have created a great
wound in the minds and hearts of
people, that would never dry up.
Even now one hears the sound
of lament in those houses where
martyrs lived.
Information about the book.
Genocide, Killing Fields and
survey of mass Graves – Munshiganj district
Author – Sahadat Pervez
Pages 164, Price 200 taka

Remarks on Genocide Museum

Reporter: Sohul Ahmed,
Research Officer

Books on Rwanda Genocide

Linda Melvern, Conspiracy to Murder: The Rwandan Genocide, Verso, 2006
Thomas P. Odom, Journey into Darkness: Genocide in Rwanda, Texas A&M
University Press, 2005
Immaculee Ilibagiza , Left to Tell: One Woman’s Story of Surviving the Rwandan
Genocide, Hay House Publishers, 2007
Jean Hatzfeld, Life Laid Bare: The Survivors in Rwanda Speak, Other Press, 2007
Allan Thompson (Editor), The Media and the Rwanda Genocide, Pluto Press, 2007

The Honorable Minister of Planning M. A. Mannan MP is
visiting the Genocide Museum. He was accompanied by
Dr Sheikh Baharul Alam (from the left) and Dr. Muntassir
Mamoon. 13 February 2019.
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Genocide Museum Publication

T

he genocide which
was launched in
March 1971 under the
programme titled ‘Operation
Searchlight” spread at an
intense speed throughout the
country. After the formation
of the Peace Committee and
marauding groups like the
Rajakar, Al Badar etc., the
programme of genocide was
more deftly planned and it
acquired an extensive character.
The Rajakars and the Biharis
guided the Pakistani soldiers
till the police stations and
unions. The main targets of
these killing bands were the
minorities and members of
the Awami League.
The destructive
programme began in Khulna
as well and this led to the
genocide at Chuknagar.
During the liberation war,
Chuknagar was a desolate
spot in Dumuria subdivision. The biggest genocide
committed during the nine
month long Liberation War

was the Chuknagar massacre.
No one has been able to give
the specific reason for this
killing. Still, it is possible to
construct an idea from the
different accounts given by
the direct witnesses. The local
colleagues of the Pakistani
army began their cruel
assaults, primarily, on the
Hindu minority. Everyday
you could hear gunshots and
explosions. Even threatening
letters were sent to the people.
Indeed, it was impossible
to live in Chuknagar and its
adjoining regions in this sort
of an environment. For this
reason, people of this region
decided to go India. Protecting
the honour of the womenfolk
was also a compelling reason.
Precisely, in this way, the
Pakistani soldiers and their
local Collaborators, Biharis
and Rajakars, created a reign
of terror in this region. The
genocide in Chuknagar was a
military-planned and
engineered genocide.

Chuknagar Genocide

Chuknagar was close to the
Indian border, and that is
why – after the war broke
out – 30 to 40 thousand
people assembled here to
cross over to India. On May
20, Thursday, at 11 a.m., the
military reached the spot
named Jhautola which was on
the northern point of the

Special
Envelop
Published
by Bangladesh
Postal
Depertment in
the Memory of
Genocide
Museum
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

List of Books Published from the Genocide Museum

Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Muktijuddhe Borak Upatakkar Kobita O Kobigan, September 2017
Jagannath Baruya, Muktijuddhe Budhha O Kudro Nrigosthir Vumika: Chattogran O
Parbatta Chattagram, November 2017
Mizanur Rahman Mizan, Muktijuddhe Ohidur Bahini, May 2018
Sonaul Haque, Shukhi Pande O Tahamida Manjur, 1971 Rajshahi Zilla Soronarthi, May
2018
Abdul Kalam Azad, 1971 Fultala Gonohotta O Nirjaton, May 2018
Murshida Bintey Rahman, Bangladesher Muktujuddho O Communist Andalon,
September 2018
Jotsanara Khatun, 1971 Sakoya Gonohotta-Nirjaton O Boddhavhumi, September 2018
A. F Salahuddin Ahmed, Bengali Nationalism and the emergence of Bangladesh, December 2018

Index

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Amal Kumar Gain, Ajpara Gonohotta, May 2018
Nazrul islam Mondol, Taherpur Gonohotta, May 2018
Md. Nurul Islam, Chokrakhali Gonohotta, May 2018
A K M Kayasuzzam, Atiya Akter Luna, Yogeshi O Palsha Gonohotta, O Mugrul
Gonohotta, May 2018
Hosne Ara Khanom, Md. Golam Sarwar, Bagdhani Palpara Gonohotta, Haripur
Gonohotta, May 2018
Mousumi Rahman, Pakuria Gonohotta, August 2018
Masud Rana, Kodalia Shahidnagar Gonohotta, August 2018
Munira Jahan Sumi, Gabkhan Gonohotta, August 2018
Syed Md. Abdullah Al Mamun Chowdhury, Sakoya Gonohotta, August 2018
cÖvwß¯’vb: www.facebook.com/genocidemuseumbd

Indian High Commissioner Riva Ganguly Das Visited the
Museum. Dr. Muntassir Mamoon (from the right),
Dr. Chowdhury Shahid Kader (from the left), and Sankar
Kumar Mallik was present. 22 December 2019.

Chuknagar market. They
started firing from Patkhola
bazaar and then proceeded
towards Chuknagar market
and ultimately came to a halt
at the college playground.
After this they came down to
the lake. There was some little
mud in the lake. They started
brushfiring on the people who

had taken refuge in the lake.
At that point of time, you
could only hear the sounds
of firing. Nothing could be
visible in the dense smoke
which was impinging from
all sides.
At around 12 p.m.
in the month of May, the lake
was filled with water coming
from the tide. Along with the
shooting, the Pakistani soldiers
examined if the people who
had taken refuge had money
and ornaments.
No one can give the
correct figure of how many
men and women turned martyrs
on that day in Chuknagar. The
River Bhadra carried waves
of blood, in fact it turned
into a river of corpses. But
those who had thrown the
corpses into the water, they
counted till 5000. According
to their calculation, on that
particular day, the number
of martyrs crossed 10,000 in
Chuknagar. What is however
unfortunate but true is none
at the national level was
aware of this terrible carnage,
though the locals knew about

it. It is really unfortunate that
the Chuknagar genocide has
not been mentioned in the 15
Volume documentation of
the Liberation War. Shafikul
Islam, Principal of Chuknagar
College, said, “The killing of
1600, all at a single point and
time in the Vietnam War, has
been discussed in the world
as one of the most barbaric
genocides we have witnessed.
The persons who dumped the
corpses in Chuknagar counted
till 4200. But still the awful
genocide at Chuknagar has
not been that discussed”.
The 1971 Genocide
Torture Archive and
Museum Trust has published a
research work on ‘Chuknagar
Genocide’ in the programmed
series of books. Dr. Muntassir Mamoon has edited this
research publication.
Information about the book.

Chuknagar Genocide
Editor: Muntassir Mamoon
Pages 180
Price 550takas
Reporter: Shapla Khatun,
Junior Research Officer

Six Years of Genocide-Torture__
From Page 1

completed in 30 districts, moreover 24 books have
been published.
At the end of field level research on
specific genocides conducted by trained genocide
researchers, genocide programme series have been
published. Till now 88 books have been published
in this sphere. Junior and senior fellowships are also
being granted to those who are researching on the
liberation war and genocide, research books have
also been published as a part and parcel of this
programme. Based on district surveys, for the first
time in the world, GPS surveys have been conducted
in such a spread-out region and the findings of the
surveys are being published in digital maps.
Already the GPS survey programme has
been completed in 8 districts. This digitalisation of
the history of genocide and liberation war is bringing
the liberation war easily to the doorsteps of the new
generation. Along with all these programmes, the
Genocide-Museum has also performed other acts in
the last six years. For example, joint exhibition with
the National Museum, construction of documentaries and their screenings, joint exhibition titled
Genocide-Torture Exhibition 1971 with the Tripura
Government. In order to preserve the memory of
the Liberation War, the Tripura Government has
established a national park. A sculpture section has
been built under the supervision of the Genocide
Museum. There A room in the Tripura Museum
has also been devoted to the Liberation War and
Genocide; the room has been given the name ‘War
of Liberation and Tripura 1971’ and the exhibits in
this room were given and arranged by the Genocide
Museum. Plus, a massive electronic archive has been
raised and 30 oil paintings on the subject of Genocide-Torture done by artists at home and abroad are
being preserved. The Postal

The architectural design of the Genocide
Museum which is now under construction.
Architect: Md. Asifur Rahman Bhuiyan.

Department of Bangladesh has released a first day
cover, whose subject is the Genocide Museum.
Training courses, programming genocide
and surveying districts have changed the conventional
structure of the history of the Liberation War.
Patronized by the Genocide Museum, local
researchers, for the first time, are collecting the
statements and experiences of the people living in
remote areas. The version of the subaltern is thus
also coming to the front.
It is not possible to write the total history
of the Liberation War without attending to the
history of genocide, to the history of cruelty inflicted
on the people of Bengal, to the history of agony and
sorrow. Genocide Museum is dedicated to present
this total picture. It can be rightly claimed that
there is no substitute of this many-faceted creative
programme designed to spread the message and
consciousness of the Liberation War amongst the
people.

Reporter: Sohul Ahmed, Research Officer

The Honorable State Minister of Cultural Affairs K. M. Khalid MP is visiting the Genocide Museum. Dr. Muntassir
Mamoon is accompanying the Minster. 10 Aprile 2019.
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Third International Conference
Genocide in 1971: Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh and the Birth Centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The guests attending the opening ceremony of the International Conference. (from the left) Presenter Quazi Sajjad Ali Zahir Bir Protik, Justice Shamsuddin
Choudhury Manik (Retd.), chief guest the Honorable State Minister of Cultural Affairs K. M. Khalid MP, Chairperson Dr. Muntassir Mamoon, Indian Journalist
Hiranmay Karlekar, artist Hashem Khan, the convener of the International Conference. 22 November 2019
The emergence of Bangladesh
as an independent nation in 1971
free from Pakistan’s colonial
grasp, was regarded as a great
event in the landscape of international politics. Today, in the
fiftieth year of its exuberant
existence, Bangladesh is
regarded and recognized as
one of Asia’s most successful
nation. For the present generation
the period 2019-2021 is worth
recollecting and is memorable for three reasons. Firstly,
Awami League who had led the
Liberation War turned into 70
years in 2019. Secondly, the birth
centenary of the Father of the
Nation and architect of freedom
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman falls in
2020. Thirdly, the Golden Jubilee
of independence will be observed
in 2021.
The above mentioned
three memorable events, the

the third international
conference which was organised
by the Genocide Museum.
This conference
concentrated on a variety of
themes – genocide committed by
the Pakistani Army in 1971, life
of Bangabandhu and his
governance, the gruesome
murders in 1975 and Bangladesh
after Bangabandhu. Those who
specialized on the subject of
Liberation and Genocide of
Bangladesh, the politics and
sociology of Bangladesh presented
their papers in this conference. In
fact, 18 foreign experts participated,
who came from the United
Kingdom, India, Cambodia,
Italy, Myanmar and Turkey. Our
guests were either professors at
universities, researchers, editors
of newspapers and magazines,
senior journalists, authors and
screenplay writers. Scholars from

Late Dr. Burhanuddin Khan Jahangir on the 2nd International Conference. 28 September 2018
golden jubilee of independence
and Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s birth centenary
in particular, prompted the
Genocide Museum to organise a
two day international conference, whose title was ‘After the
Genocide : Golden Jubilee of
Bangladesh and Birth Centenary
of Sheik Mujibur Rahman’. This
two day long conference was
held on 22nd – 23rd November,
in 2019 at Bangla Academy. It
needs to be mentioned that it was

Bangladesh stood beside their
foreign friends and nearly 33
researchers presented their
points of view and articles in the
conference.
The inaugural session
was held at Sahitya Bisharad
Abdul Karim auditorium on 22
November at 10 a.m. Right at the
beginning, the national anthem
was sung when all stood up to
honour the anthem. Muntassir
Mamoon presided over this
session and the Chief Guest was

K.M. Khalid MP who was the
Deputy Minister of Culture. The
welcome address was delivered
by the famous artist Hashem
Khan, who was the honoured
convenor of the international
conference. Indian journalist
Hiranmoy Karlekar presented
the greeting-address. The main
article was read by the Retired
Justice Shamsuddin Chaudhury
Manik.
The speakers at the
inaugural session focused time
and again on the acknowledgement
of genocides. They said that
negation of the truth of genocide
in any part of the world would
increase the chances of another
genocide in another part of the
world. The primary steps that
need to be taken to stop genocide
continuing in various parts of the
world is to recognize the reality
of genocide as it is perpetrated in
different countries and to ensure
justice for the victims. They
also said that if the attackers and
perpetrators of genocide in
Bangladesh had been brought
to book, perhaps the Rohingya
genocide in Myanmar would
not have taken place. They
underlined the need to present
the genocide in Bangladesh in
the international forum and they
took the pledge to fight together
to extract the recognition of this
massacre.
After the inaugural
session, on November 22,
working sessions progressed in
three seminar halls. In total six
working sessions took place in
these auditorium in the morning
and afternoon. On 23 November,
at 10 a.m. the concluding session
was held again at Sahitya
Bisharad Abdul Karim auditorium.
The secretary of the Ministry of
Culture, Dr. Mo Abu Hena Mostafa
Kamal, attended this session as
its President. The concluding
address was delivered by the
Trustee President of Genocide
Museum, Dr. Muntassir Mamun.

The speakers, from
their own standpoints, pledged
to organise all types of resistance
against any genocide, including
the genocide in Bangladesh and
other genocides which still had
not been recognised. They also
laid stress on the importance of
organizing such multinational,
international conferences. This
entire process of recognition
and condemnation involved two
aspects. One, it gave the chance
to acquaint oneself with the
culture of a different country and
race; two, it gave the opportunity
to present regional history and
tradition in the world forum. In
his address, Muntassir Mamoon
emphasized the importance
of the study of history in the
Bengali language as well as in
the mother tongue. Indeed, he
underlined that there was no
alternative to this. He pointedly
said that the mother tongue was
the one and only medium which
should be used to disseminate
history among the common people,
and again this concrete study and
teaching had no alternative.
With the vote of
thanks delivered by Dr. Chawdhuri
Shahid Kader, Trustee of the
Genocide Museum, the curtain
came down on the two day rich
and enlivening conference. As
on other similar occasions, a
souvenir was published which
contained the summaries of the
lectures presented by researchers
and essayists. A poster was also
printed to commemorate the
conference and it was given as a
gift to the guests and participants.
The Bangladesh Itihas Sammilani,
along with the Genocide –
Torture and Liberation War
Research Centre, was the joint
organiser of this two day conference. Moreover, this symposium
was open to one and all. As a
result, people belonging to other
different professions brushed
shoulders with researchers and
students, and this mingling was
observed and noted.
Reporter: Sohul Ahmed,
Research Officer

National Research Professor of India, Dr. Jayanta
Kumar Ray on the 2nd International Conference.
28 September 2018

Genocide Museum Family Mourns at
the Death of Ahmed Mahfujul Huque
(Jahangir), Publisher and Friend of
Genocide Museum. (23.07.2020)
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Ekushey Padak

Shahriar Kabir
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Committee

Lt. Col. (Retd.) Quazi
Sajjad Ali Zahir Bir
Protik

Dr. Md. Mahabubor
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Hosna Ara

Recipient of Swadhinata
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Poet, General Secretary
Jatiya Kobita Parishad
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Sankar Kumar
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Associate Professor
Govt. B L College,
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Amal Kumar Gain
Assistant Professor, Govt.
B L College, Organizing
Secretary, Bangladesh
Itihas Sammilani

Trustee Secretery

Dr. Chowdhury Shahid
Kader
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War Childhood Museum
Wartime Trauma of Childhood
Chowdhury Shahid Kader*

War destroys the naturalness
and normalcy of childhood. The
tension of the destructive war
turns childhood into something
frightening. The War Childhood
Museum has been constructed
with the words of childhood
recalling the growth of children
during the times of restless and
agitated war. In the Bosnian
language this museum is known
as Council of Europe Museum
Prize. The museum began its
journey in January 2017 and it
records the experiences of the
children living in that valley who
grew up during the Bosnian War.
Various measures were adopted
to record this experience. Audio,
video and direct interviews were
used to present the memories
of children who had grown up
during the war.
This museum was
regarded as the best in 2018, and
it was awarded the Council of
Europe Museum Prize. A Sarajevoan

of the common people inspired
Hellonovich to build a permanent
museum. In 2017 January,
Hellonovich built his War Childhood Museum on Nogabina
Street in the city of Sarajevo in
which the objects were placed.
By objects we mean diaries
of the growing children, toys,
dresses and photographs. A
Sarajevoan maiden, Mena Soctic,
presented her ballet shoes to the
museum. Mena was only eight
years old in 1992 when

named Jasinke Hellonovich
created an online platform in
2010 named War Child. He
appealed to those who had
spent their childhood during the
Bosnian War to contribute their
wartime experiences, stories of
their growth, memories of the
wartime to this platform.
Around 1000 young
Bosnians offered their childhood
memories to this online platform.
Using the experiences of young
men and women, Hellonovich
published a book in 2013. This
book was later translated into
German and Japanese languages.
When Hellonovich was working
on this project, he came to
know that definite objects were
associated with the memory
and experience of every person.
These objects were related in
different ways with the memories of
war days. He took the initiative
to collect these objects. With the
Help of some enthusiastic young
men, Hellonovich collected 3000
such articles and eye-witness
reports of around 60 people.
Hellonovich and
his friends displayed their
acquisitions in the Bosnia and
Herzegovina Historical Museum
on a temporary basis in 2016
May. The acquisitions of course
were their collection of objects
and personal experiences. A great
number of people came to see
this exhibition and they welcomed
this initiative on the part of
Hellonovich and his friends. This
further enthused Hellonovich who
organised two more exhibitions
in Senika and Viscoca towns of
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The efforts
of Hellonovich earned fulsome
praise and this reaction

the Serbian forces laid siege to
Bosnia. The dream of this little
girl aged only eight years was
to be a ballerina in the Sarajevo
National Drama School. But
the war turned into an obstacle
on her way and thwarted her
dreams, she could not become
a ballerina. She said that this
museum offered the opportunity
to recall the childhood of children
like them who grew up during
the war, without inculcating any
form of hatred.
Artist Andonic is a
young man living in Sarajevo.
He was spending the golden
moments of his childhood during
the Bosnian War. The war raised
obstacles on the way of his natural
growth. He started collecting
packets of relief material which
were given to his beleaguered
family. He had quite some
collections in his possession
which he preserved as childhood
memories of the days of war.
He donated these packets to the
museum.
The war in Bosnia
stole and trampled the childhood
of thousands of children like
Mena Soctic and artist Andonik.
Thousands of children were
killed in this war, who should
have grown up amidst
chocolates, fresh fruits, nutritious
food and happy dreams or with
their companions playing all
together. On the contrary, the war
turned these unfortunate
children into untimely adults.
Their childhood was pockmarked with sounds of shelling
and bursts of cannon. In fact, that
fear and trauma persisted even
after the war. Varied physical and
mental problems afflicted these

children in the postwar phase.
The builder of this
museum, Hellonovich, was only
four years old when the war
broke out. He too had to pass
through the dreadful experiences
of a war child. He felt the same
agony and the war days stole his
childhood also and destroyed his
dreams.
Mena Soctic has correctly
underlined her experiences by
stating “No one thinks about
what it is like to be a child during
war and what it is like to grow up
during war”.
War creates negative
reactions among children, afflicts
them with physical and mental
disabilities. According to
information provided by the
United Nations, children and
adolescents under 18 years
account for more than half of
those affected severely by war.
According to details
provided by UNICEF, 2.5
million children were killed
in wars raging in 2017, 5 to 6
million were grievously injured.
And out of this 5 to 6 million,
a great number turned into
physically handicapped persons.
Moreover, 15 million children
were rendered homeless and 1
million were separated from their
parents.
Thus, it is clear that
wars imperil children. On the one
hand, they become pure sacrifices
of war, and on the other hand,
those who survive spend their
days and nights severely affected
by trauma. Dreadful memories
of the wardays continue to haunt
them over and over again. The
builders of the War Childhood
Museum are working on this
subject. Their main objective is
to drive away the trauma of the
children who had lived through
war.
In order to eliminate
the concerned pain and agony,
exchange of personal experiences
are encouraged and thereby a

platform is created on which the
affected could come together.
That platform would ensure
personal and social development
on the basis of a collective and
mutual understanding. Emphasizing
this aspect in the preface to his
book, the author has written
that such experiences will make
human beings more aware and
conscious and help the adults
to create a world that would be
much safer and peaceful.
The terrible
experiences of those who were
children and adolescents during
the war, would make the people
more aware of the negative
consequences of war. And in the
post-war reality, people would
try to build an environment
in which those that had been
affected would be able to work
in mental peace. The authorities
have expressed the hope that this
museum would address the
countries engaged in war to
ensure protection and peace for
children. Indeed, it would act as a
pioneer in this sphere. The builder
of this museum, Hellonovich,
said, “At the beginning my plan
was to write only a book. For
that reason for the first two and a
half years I was interviewing the
survivors. During the interviews,
they brought many objects
laced with memories. Gradually,
along with the audio-visual
recollections, I started thinking
about the objects related to their
childhood memories. To give
two examples, one placed before
me his/her exercise books which
had been burnt and another
one brought along his/her diary
recording the days of war.
In 2012, Hellonovich
thought for the first time to build
a museum and also thought that
how he would be able to convert
his dream to reality. In 2013 his
book running to 328 pages was
published. This book offers an
illustrated story of the generation
that grew up during the war. War
Childhood Museum is a small
but decent museum. Its architectural
design is wonderful – glass,
light and spotlight combine to
light up the memorial signs of a
generation which grew up during
the Bosnian war. The visitors
read the narratives accompanying
the collected objects. And they
are coming to know the dreadful
experiences of children and
adolescents who grew up during
the years of war.
* Trustee Secretery, 1971 : Genocide-Torture Archive & Museum,
Khulna

Children during the Sarajevo siege, winter of 1992-1993
(Image: Christian Maréchal under a CC licence)

Editor : Dr. Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Trustee Secretery, 1971 : Genocide-Torture Archive & Museum, Advisory Editor : Dr. Murshida Bintey Rahman
Associate Editors : Sohul Ahmed, Rifat Farzana and Shapla Khatun, Design: Rokonuzzaman Babul.
424/6, Sonadanga R/A (2nd Phase), Khulna-9000, Phone no : +880 1816-288674, +041 733788, E-mail : archivemuseum1971@gmail.com

